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a Tnexperience'y liable 
Edo falt into, there ic none, 
think, of mote'di n 
wwus Conſequence, than 
too caſily giving Credi 
to what we hear; it i 
Aways the Source of 4 
thouſand Iuadvertencitz 
and often leads the' way 
wy A HE Train of doſtructive Paſſions; : 
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but Wllat we hd: gt 17 what fo Pr jerk 
tent thou' ol Hirn 

— chen be buried in Crrtaiuy; and th 
and: Reſentment never be nt Eumity with Reaſon.” 
Whereas; by relying on Appearances (and, p. . 
baps, aſuch too, as are form d only by our/ bwn 
Wishes and Apprehenſions) we, for à ſeeing 
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deb, without the ItxErþofition of 4 

— maſt n A 

ind, in wharbver Aﬀair we ſuffer our 


Kelief 75 be impos'd on. 
1 er the fr puſfons for 


.LOYE! kay 3 
ö which the Soul Room, ſo it is alfo the 


moſt eaſily deceiv d. The good Opinion, which 
it naturally inſpires, of the darling Object, makes 
it almoſt an Impoſſibility to ſuſpe& his Honour 
and Sincerity  . —_ the Pleaſure which. ariſes 
from a Self. aſſurance of the E of. what we 


ſo da ra 595 Heart, 


gerly deſire, is yoo eg 
udstcüftom'd to fuck Struggles, to repel 
Bur, the following little Exfory (which I can - 
= bo —.— wy it from ©. Mouths of 
oſe ghiefly Toneern'd in it) is a Exuiiple 
LEED may attend a Won, e 
no other Foundation for Belicf tt whit 6 
Fa er ſays to ber, than rhe good 


n has 71 her conceive of hi WE. 
ELIN, et 
7 on bes Bot 
oſs to com to . which 3 hk 
en. Was. — © folds * 
Count 3 ro 155 Where 
, The —— the Sicuat ion, 
— he bout any ſhe found in it, gave her 
it once t Charms hof the Town and Coun- 
tryz but being naturally of a reſerv d T 
and havi ug + A 5 her N which ſeom'd 
to cngr er Thoughts, grew not 
ſently acquainted with any And ane 
obſcrv'd, that at every Meal, a Plate of whatever 
came to Table na a yd away, beforeanpother 
Perſon was help d, yet _ W 
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Te BaIT 18H Rectuvst 3 
to ak to whom it was ſenty till one Day, ſome 
Gentlemen happening to dino there, Who fors 
merly had been Boarders, they began to enquite, 
of the Gentle woman of the Houſe, how the 
RucLivss did, —if ſhe continued her Solitary 
Courſe of "Life, —— and, if the had yet been 
able to find out the Cauſe of her Rerirement. 
To which the Landlady reply id, that he was 
fill in the fame Mind, in which they left her 
and that to difcover the Myſtery of her conceal - 
ing herſelf, ſhe believ'd an utter Impoſlibility? 
Indeed, (ſaid one of the Gentlemen) to iow the 
Certainty of ſuch an Affair, may be a little difi- 
cult, bur I think it no hard Matter to fort 4 
very probable Conjefiure. In my Opinion,- tis 
Motive, but ll requited Love, cou'd- induce 's 
Lady (fo'young and beautiful, as you defcribe 
this to be) ro: ſuch an obſtinate and peey 
Refignation of all the Pleaſures of Life. I Tas 

whe 


ther think  (anſwer'd # "young ap; $f ts 
happen'd to be there) tis the Effects of Grief 
for the Death of ſore near and dear Relation, 4 
Parent . or— How Madam (interrupted 
the other Gentleman haſtily) prodoce me but 
one Example, ſince che Fall of Adam, of fue 4 
Conſtuncy in Grief, and I ſhall willingly acquis .. 
efce to the Sentiments of fofine a Lady; dera 
am poſitive you cannot, give me leave to ſky, it 
not only impracticable, but alfo dtr. Nor 
enn J apret any mere wich my Friend's Notifier 
of rhe Marver, 'than wich yours: AlL Kinds 6 
Paſſion, every Body knows, weer off with Fine: 
and Lebe, of All orbers, as %is the gentle; aptl> 
iv ſubſiſted omy by Dalgbt, of conrie* muſt dye, 
hen Delight is at 1 1 How then, _ 
IXI A 2 


4 The BRI T Is RECL Ust 
he poſſible that a Woman, who has for a whole 
Twelvemonth liv'd in a Retirement, where the 
neither has ſeen any Body, nor been ſeen, if it 
were ſo that Love was the Occaſton, ſhou'd 
not by this be weary both of the Cauſe and the 
Effet? No, no, (continu'd he laughing) I ra- 
ther think, my Landlady, to divert her ſelf, and: 
amuſe us, bas form'd this Story of a beautiful 
oung Creature, whom, if the Fruth were 
now, I dare ſwear is ſome wither'd Hag, 

the Uſe of Pleaſures, and keeps her ſelf in pri- 
vate, leſt her Countenance ſhould: terrify. Very 
well, (anſwer'd the good old - Gentlewoman) 
vou may be as merry as you pleaſe with, Age; 
bur, Sir, I fancy if you cou'd have perſuaded me 
to have contriv'd ſome means for you to have 
come to the Sight of this Hag, as you call her, 
ſhe has Eyes, Which wou'd have convinc'd you, 
that there is a Power in Love, beyond what now 
you ſeem ro imagine of that Paſſio. 
Al Dinner, and ſome time after; was paſt in 
this ſort, of Copverſation z - which, tha“ Belinda 
had but a ſmall Share in, yet it fail'd not to ex- 
cite her Curioſity to a Deſire of knowing as 
much as ſhe cou'd of this Adventure: And, as 
ſoon as the Company were gone, and ſhe had 
an Opportunity of entertaining the Landlady a- 
lone, the took an Occaſion to enquire what ſort 
of Woman the RecLvust; as t ey call'd her, 
really was, —how long ſhe had been there, and 
by what manner introduc'd. I ſhall make no 
Scruple (ſaid ſhe) of informing you as far as I 
am able; but the Account I can give is ſo ſmall, 
2. it will only ſerve to encreaſe your Deſire of 
Knowing more: About à Year paſt; being told a 


Lady 


4 iq 
we 


» wu „ 
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Lady in a Chair ask'd to ſpeak with me, I went 
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to the Door, but not 3 her, look'd a 
little ſurprisd, fancying ſhe might be miſtaken y 
I believe ſnhe gueſs d what my Thoughts were, 
and before I had time to diſcloſe em, Madam 
(aid ſhe) I have ſomething to communicate to 
ou, which L am not willing any Perſon ſhou'd 
witneſs to; and, if you are atLeiſurez ſhou'd 
take it as a Favour, if you wou'd give me an 
e- of diſcourſing you. I then im- 
mediately defir'd her to come into the Parlor; 
and the Door being ſhut, I am, (reſum'd the) 


an utter Stranger to you, and indeed de ſign to 


continue ſo to all the World; it was but by an 
Accident I heard of the Accommodation you 
have for Boarders, and gladly wou'd become 
one, if you approve of it on the Conditions I 
ſhall propels They muſt be very ſtrange ones 
(anſwer d I) that cou'd make me refuſe the Com- 
pany of a Lady ſuch as ycu appear to be; there 

are too many Charms in that Countenance, not 


to give me an Ambition of a nearer Acquaintance. 


I beg therefore, that ow wilt put me our: of 
the Pein of belicving there is a poſſibility: that 
any thing cou'd oblige me to deny my ſelf that 
Honour. Sbe return'd this little Compliment; 
only with a Bow, but which had ſomething in 
it of more graceful and obliging than any Words 
cou'd be; and, after a Pauſe, the Conditions 1 
mean (ſaid ſhe) are only theſe. Firſt, That you 
never will endeavour to know more of me, than 
I. am willing to reveal That you will ſuffer no 
one to enter the Apartment order'd for me, but 
the Servant who ſhalkbripg me in my Meat, (for 
J will never dine at Table) and: give that * 
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dance which is neceſſary. And Lash, That you 
will be ſatisfy d to accept of a Quarter's Payment, 
of whatcver we ſhall: agree on, always before- 
band, for your Security in taking a Perſon ſo 
altagether unknown to you into er Houſe. I 


will give you (continued ſhe, perceiving I look d 


amazed) time to conſider on what I have ſaid, 
and in a Day or two will wait on you for an 
Anſwer; as the ſpoke: theſe Words, ſhe went 


haſtily into her Chair, leaving me in as great 4 


Conſternation at her Behaviour, as ever | remem- 
ber my ſelf to have been in, at any thing in my 
whole Life. Belinda cou'd not here forbear in- 
terrupting her, by asking a thouſand Queſtions 
u to her Drels, her — and whether ſhe 
ebſerv'd aty thing of that Melancholly in her 


Countenance the-ftwft time, which ſhe had ſince 
diſcover d. To all Which the Landlady reply yo 
er? 


that the Surprixe ſſie was in at that time, Hind 
ber from tak ing much Notice, either of her 
Carb or Perſonʒ but chat, ſince her being in the 
Houſe, ſhe was always dreſs d rich, but extremely 
parelcſs, and wound often go with only her Hair 
and a Nightgown for many days together. But 
in ſpite (ſaid ſhe) of the little Care ſhe fees to take 
of ber ſeli, Heaven never ſorm'd a Creature mere 
exattly lovely ; nor do 1 think it poſfibſe for the 
nicoſt Eyc to diſcover the leaſt Defect, either 
im her Face or Shape What is ſhe (reſum d Belinda) 
88 to het Wit und:Converſmion?' I have already 
told you (anſmerꝭd the other) that the rofuſes to 
ter us knbw her Porſektions that way; by never 
8 her Apartment, nor ing any 
ef uz no come imo it; but if we may form 
A of her — by the ann. 
whic 
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vhieh alone the ſeems 9 that e 
readin the beſt Authors, atom: ve Fry 
be very Elegant; ſue Has an ädinirable Colleen 
of Books ; ind my Maid, who waits on N. tell 
me ſhe never gocs in, Witbout findin er en- 
gag d in fome one of chem. Then! of N 
pou. Belinda) to take her, without an 7 0 
wedge? I confiderd (reply'd it 
there cowd be no great Hazard in it; and, & 
fides, there was ſomething ſo ip d 
ging in her Mein and manner of Addreſs, th 


believe it almoft an! fliry the thouls 
— 4 mpoſhbiliry 


the greateſt De re ima zinable e 
with her, 1457 never left ſolicitib 
to uſe het Imereſt to procure ix, ths 121 Gel. 
oman, who was cxtrearhly good-humour 
promis d to do her Endeavour, bur faid witha 
chat ſhe Was afraid ir was a Work the hou! 
be able to Acco 
es ron and p with more Truth than you 
ima e a Perſon in your Houſe, N 
= eme one of the moſt unfortunate 


= of 8 1 9258 hke no oching f fo) mY 
1 to partake fach 2 Retirement. 
2 d en It me, ſometimes, to N 1 
ears with N T'wou be ſatisfy 
Opportunity of indulgin ng wy Giief? without an 
Peres fern on ak crets, than th 
fa. is { o ber the Landlady) 
will e as you have ſo in 
SEE. the Viqr, it mit be entitely 
of Ability in carr Tying i it on, 15 it 
m 


5 any 
et 


ny thing. This Account pe Rat | 


e "You myſt ell 5 (gie 


9 I am charm'd with her man- 


e ſhall 


bwing 
Mowry . lie) I go about fa, _ | 
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e more Sener becauſe chat reſerx d, and in- 
deed tod grave Lopk (for ſo young and fine a Lady) 
which you, always wear, will, if ſhe conſents to 


8 „ 


ce you, give ſome Credit to my Words. V ou need 
not indeed (reſum'd Belinda with a deep Sigh) be 
under any Apprehenſions, that my Behaviour 
will be in the leaſt contradictory to whatever 


| fe, ones your 17 Rar ſuggeſt. Voung Peoy 


ng out ſomething 10 afflict themſęl 
I am afraid you haye-feen, ſome. 


lovely far your Repoſes | and, Fa rhapps: 


(for Love is a blind Deity) of a Qualit, ee your 
Hopes, or of a Degree below your .Diſeretion"'to 


make Choice, of or, (is poſſible, may have 


prov'd ungrateful or, may be already married 
eee er ele . She wou'd,doubrigd, beg 
run on with all the Circumſtances that gan make 
FHOWR, Works, wh Love unhapprera,Bejjade 
(a little too nearly touch' d, putting on a more 
than ordinary Severity, in ber Counrenance). had 
not interrupted her by ſaying, Madam! what- 
ever the Occaſion of my Melanchally may be; 1 
am ſo much of the;RecLvuse's Mind, 88 to re 

ſolye to keep it Secret. Pardon me, (reſum' 

Laden, porccining the was netted) my 


— 5 7 


The BAITISsR Rectivss, 9 
Words were meant no otherwiſe tlian to divert 
and to make what Reparation I can for the Ins 
advertency of them, will confels, that if a Per- 
ſon. of your Age is too apt to ſeek occaſions of 
torment ing her ſelf, one of min is liable to as 
ia Fault, that of talking too much of Af - 
Wes. which are not any way her Buſineſs. Some 
Company. happening to come in, broke off the 
Converſation. Belinda retir'd to her Chamber, 
and the Landlady remain'd with her Head full 
of Contrivance, by what means ſhie ſhou'd bring 
about the Performance of her PromiſGG. 
The next Day an Opportunity offer'd very 
lucky for her Purpoſe; tbe RxcLus E ſent for 
ber to pay her ſome Mony; and as ſoon as that 
Affair was diſpatch'd, ſhe began to labour the 
Succeſs of the other, and was ſo fortunate in her 
Negotiation, that as much averſe as ſhe f 
the RRC LUS E at firſt, the Aſſurances ſhe gave 
her that Belinda: Deſire of her Society ſprung 
only from a belief that there was a Sympathy id 
their Afflictions, at laſt prevail'd on her to re- 
ceiye a Viſit from her. Having obtain d this Grant, 
the. good old Gentlewoman, eager to acquit her 
ſelf of the Promiſe ſhe had made, entreated that 
Belinda might have leave to wait on her that 
Night; to which the RecLuse, having permit» 
ted her coming at all, eaſily conſentddd. 
The meeting of theſe. two Ladies was ſome- 
thing particular for Perſons of the ſame Sex; 
each. found, at firſt Sight, ſo much to admire in 
the other, that it kept both from ſpeaking for 
ſome Moments. The RRCLUs E conſider d 
Belinda, as indeed ſhe. is, one of the moſt lovely 
Perſons on Earth z and Belinda found the Neuen 
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fo far beyond the Landlady's Deſori 
thing ſo Majeſtick, and withal ſo —— and at / 
ve in her Air ſuch a Mixture of the moſt 
ſorceful Fire, and moſt enchanting Soſtneſs in 
ber Eyes, that ſne became wholly loſt in ſpeech- 
loſs Wonder; till the R eL $a ey fl. 
oung as Belinda, was Miſtreſi of a much 

Preſches of Mind) broke Silende in theſe — 

ſhe, with a Voice and Aecent 


If, Madam (ſaid 
no leſs charmin aße her Perſom) you are end 
ſery, to wiſh to he Part 


on, ſome⸗ 


in Love with 
with me, I heartily can bid yo welcome te this 
Scene of Wos: but if your Gridfs are of 4 Na- 
ture that will admit Helief, the Society of 4 
Wretch like me, will be far from adding to your 


Confolation. To forges the Misforrunes 1 lament 
4 


d Belinda) wou d be, perha toater I 
tha ay 1 yet have e fire al- 


ys to 892 them, and nothing ſure ean fo 
= pnable- me to do it with Patience, as the 
Knowledge that ſo many excellent mae P 
you appear to be Miſtreſs of, cannot be exc 
ed from Calamities. Alas! (reſum' d the N. 
cer, burſting into Tears) tis the little Know- 
lege you: have of me inclines you to ſo favour- 
able an Opinion.” Believe me Madam (continu'4 
ſhe, weeping fill more) were you acquainted 
with the Hiftory of this Wrerch you ſec before 
2 wou'd allow that as none like me has 
Leer ſuffer a, ſo alſo none ever has like me de- 
farv'd to ſuffer. I believe, Madam! (anfwer'd 
Belinda) one of the greateſt Impoſſibilites you 
can sctempt is, chat of perſuading me, 14 in- 
deed any body that fees you, to that Opi — 
"The lncle Civilities being over, they Fells 


| The BaritishHn REciuvs) ox 
Converſation ſuitable to that Melancholly their 
Miefortuncs had involw'd them in; and they as 
greed ſo perfeſtly in their Sentiments concerns 
ing the Inſtability of all humane Happineſs +— 
the little Confidence there was to be put in the 
Proteſtations of Friendſhip and that the only 
wey to attain trur Content, was in an abſolute Rev 
tirement from the World, and a Diſregard of rve- 
ry ching in it; that when they p (as Belinda 
_ thowghr it improper, to make her firſt Viſie very 
long) ic was with a mutual Satisfaction, and each 
began to conceive for the other, à real Tender- 
nels, which has ever ſince remain d unſhaken. 
The next Day (being deſir'd to do ſo by the 
Rc. vir) Belinda made her 2 ſecond Viſit, and; 
after ſome Diſcourſe like what had paſi d rhe Ea 
veniag before, the Converſation turn'd, perhaps 
undeftignedly by either of them, on Love; but 
when once enter d, T r grow weary 

of the Subject ʒ and both ſpoke in fo feeling: a 
manner, that if a'third Perſon had been wirneſs 
of what they ſaid, he need not have been very 
ick of Apprehenfion to diſcover what was the 
ce of both theſe Ladies Troubles. They dar 
together till paſt. Midnight; and when Balinda 
took her Leave, it was not. without making an 
A rment to paſs the next Evening as they 
As ſoon as Belinda was alone, the to run 
over in her Mind, all the Particulars of the Con; 
verſation the had with the RxcLoss, and way 
now confirm'd in what ſhe before imagin d, that 
Ls had been the ſole Cauſe of her Retirement: 

She wou'd have given almoſt one of her Eyes, 
to have been let into the Secret of the whole 
975 wk | Affair, 


1 


rm 


8" | 
. 
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Affair, but durſt not attempt to ask it, for fear 
of diſobliging ber; if the Rx cLUsE, who was 
little behind her in Curioſity, had not, at the next 
Viſit, purpoſely given her an Opportunity. 
I know nor, Madam ! (faid ſhe, ſoon after they 
were together) whether there be a poſſibility for 
ou to imagine from what Cauſe the Miſeries you 
me in have proceeded, but I am half poſitive, 
that I can more than yu the Origine of that 
Melancholy which induces you to ſupport the 
Society of a Wretch like me !-—I cannot doubt, 
Madam (reply d Belinda, bluſhing, yet pleas'd 
ſhe had ſo favourable an Opportunity of ſpeak · 
ing her Mind without Offence) your Penetra- 
tion in a much greater Matter, ſince I, who 
have but littie Diſcernment, and leſo Experience, 
bave been bold enough in my Imagination, to 
aſſure my ſelf that whatever the 'Zfe&#s may be, 
the Cauſe of both our Sorrows is the ſame. I 
am ſo much of your Mind (refum'd the other) 
that I am willing to put it to the Tryal. Here 
(continued ſhe, raking Pens and Paper) do you 
write, and 1 will do the ſame, and by reading 
what cath. other have fer down, both will — 
the Confuſion of ſpeaking firſt. Agreed! (ſaid 
Belinda, and immediately did as the RxoLusRE 
deſir'd:) on Exchange of the Papers, Belinda 
read in that which the RxcLusx had writ; Un- 
done by Love, and the Ingratitude of faithleſs Man. 
And the RxcLusk found in that which the o- 
ther had writ, theſe Words; For ever loft to 
Peace by Love, and my own' fond Belief. As I 
expected] cry'd they out both together; and after 
a little pauſe, Not all the Ills (rejoyn'd the Re- 
cLuSE) which Fortune watches to oppteG us with, 
gutt. | are 
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are half ſo ruinous, ſo deſtructive, as this one 
Paſſion! Nothing, indeed, (reply'd Belinda 
weeping) is to our Sex ſo fatal. Oh (con- 
14 ) Thou gilded Poiſon, which kills by 
flow Degrees, and makes each Moment of our 
Life a Death! Why, Oh why do we ſuffer our 
fond Hearts to harbour thee ? Why are we 
not like Man (reſum'd the RecLvse, bearing 
her Company in Tears) inconſtant, changing, 
and hunting after Pleaſure in every Shape 
Or, if our Sex, more pure, and more refin'd, 
diſdains a Happineſs ſo groſs, why have we not 
Strength of Reaſon. too, to enable us to ſcorn 
what is no longer worthy our Efteem? In theſe, 
and the like Exclamations, they paſt ſome Time; 
and had, doubtleſs, given a greater Looſe to the 
overboiling Paſſions of their Souls, if cheir mutual 
Curioſity to know each others Adventures, had 
not oblig'd them to leave off, = Od | 
The Recrvs=z wou'd fain have perſwaded B- 
linda to relate her Story firſt; but that Lady ex- 
cus'd herſelf, in Terms ſo obliging, and full of 
ReſpeR, that the other cou d not preſs her any 
farther, and only ſaid, I ſhou'd hardly be pre- 
vail'd on to a Recital of thoſe Misfortunes which, 
indeed, have fallen on me but too juſtly, till by 
knowing yours I ſhou'd have hope to find Ex- 
caſe: But, as I am confident no Woes were ever! 
like mine, I have Good · nature enough to ac- 
quaint you with em firſt, to the End that the 
Knowledge: of mine may make your own ſeem 
leſa, and enable you with more Eaſe to the Rela« 
tion of them. Belinda anſwer'd her only with a. 
Bow, and a little ſhakin of her Head, at once 
to thank her for her *Civiliry, and ſhew _ 


w ++4 


none, but th 


à Retirement, or appea 
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ſhe thought it in e for any Aſfliction to ex · 
ceed that which ſhe endur'd : And the Rx cl. dus, 


after having paid a Tribute of Sighs, which the 


Remembrance of her Misfortunes always exe- 
&ed from her, began to ſatisfy her Companiotrs 


Impatience in theſe Words. 
The Story of Curomtra. 885 
TO make you perfectly comprehend the 


you 
| Truth of my Affairs (faid ſhe) I muſt ac 


int you of what Condition my Parents were: 
hough their Names I ſhall bog leave to con- 
ceal, leaſt by declaring to any one that fo deſer- 


vedly unhappy 2 Creature is their Child, I ſhow's 


diſturb: the ſacred Quiet of their Aſhes. She 
cou'd not ſpeak this without burſting into a Tor- 
rent of Tears, which, for ſome Moments, hin- 
dred her from proceeding: But us ſoon as ſhe 
had: a little repcil'd the Violence of her Grief, 
You muſt know ( continu'd ſhe ) that my Father 
was a younger Branch of a Family which boaſts 
a Place a the Prime of the Neklity; and, 
my-Morhet was deſcended from Anceſtors whoſe 
noble Actions merited Titles, though they wore 

at of wow the Beſt and moſt An- 
cient of the They had both been from 
their Infancy accuſtom'd to a Court, and had Sp 
Tits. far above their Ciroumſtances, which made 
them unable to endure the Th either of 
ring in Pubtick wirh an 
Equipage any way inferior to what thoſe of n 
ſarge Rank mainthinid. Th. Was I, who was 
thoir 1 Child, bred: up iu all rhe Pomp und 


unity; and great Part of h ſhould 


have 


, 
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have beth: referv's fer my Fortune ſpent in my 
Edubatioh, and laviſh'd on thoſe unneteſſary Or- 
nameitd and Expetces, which all young Girls, 
who are fond of making à Show, affect. I wit 
not tuch above thirteen when my Father died: 
His Loſs vas {6 real a Grief to my Mother, that 
for 4 ay Sow, Fine ſhe remain'd inconfolabie, nor 
did Her former Gaicty ever return. Inſtead of 
entertiibing any The: ghts of a feeond Martiage, 
ſde tranſplanted all the 'Tendernefs the had botty 

File on me; and the Conſideration how - 
wy Bl it was for ker to match te according 

pry or the Expectations 1 had been 

A bring able to leave me n 

— th 


tete —— * # every Day 
chere her Afflictton: were thefe Re« 
ftectiom unaccompanicy with Pears, that 


Youth, and NN Artractions which her Love 


pe ber her ſhe faw about me, m draw 
Ade to the Diſadvantage o Re- 
roar 3 ſhe therefore P's on de ddoti 
it che Court, as a 


ace too dangerous for 
Woman co continue in, who had not 
ne fuffteient 16 entitle her to the honoura-· 
de -AWe8tions of the Ger, and too much Pride 
ro liſten ro the Solicitations of the! Sort: 
who Fequented it. Thar che Teſs Notice m 

be ti of the Change er ber WI ſhe pres 

+ he mate oi, and thut the Londm Air 


Sa ith — 57 7 in à mort Tine 

Miles diffant fwom it. 
- ws like preſe 3 — to me, but all 1 
2 was df ng Effect; the tre piefing a 
ear'd to e, che more he tho 
12 2j Ahd' che paſſionate 


75 


eb er 


ht it needs - 
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Is * 


preſs'd for the Town Diverſions, and Diſdein of 
a Country Life, confirm'd her, that it was ahſo· 


lutely neceſſary at once to prevent the Dangers. 


ſhe imagin'd threatned me, and repel the Growth, 
of that Ambition which ſhe; found had already 
her too deep. a Root in Nn Heart. 
n fine, we went: and this ſo ſudden. and diſa- 
greeable an Alteration in my Manner of Living, 
gave me a Shock which I know not how to ex- 
reſs. My Mother, entirely throwing off the 
25 Lady, began to practiſe the meer Country Gen- 
tlewoman, and us'd her utmoſt Endeavour to 
make me do ſo too. She was continually telling 
me, that my Fortune, join'd with all 1 
be able to do for me, cou'd entitle me to no 
greater Hopes. That it was time for me to learn 
to play the good Houſewife, and forget that 


there ever were ſuch Things as. Balls, Plays, 


Maſquerades, or. Aſſemblies. . All this, which 
was really the Effect of her. Prudence, I look'd 
upon as Hhimſy ; and the Reſtraint ſhe laid me un- 
der, of not viſiting or being viſited by any Pets 
ſans, whom ſhe cou'd have the leaſt Apprehen- 
ſion of, I conſider'd as an Aﬀront to my Under- 
ſtanding. I am oblig'd (ſaid ſhe, my dear Be- 
linda ) to enter into theſe Particulars, becauſe this 


ſudden Change from all the Liberties in the 


„ 


World, to the moſt ſtrict Confinement, is all 


5 id 
; 4 


the Excuſe I can make for my ill Conduct 
But why (continu'd ſhe, . after à Pauſe) ſhou'd 


L alledge that for my Vindication, which Time, 


perhaps, and Conſideration, might have made 
eaſy to me, if a more fatal Enemy to my Repoſe, 
as well as my Intereſt, my Honour, and my Fir- 
aue, had not made it more hateful to me. Here 
57 : l Was 


® aw. 


e,cqu'd; 
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v ber Speech, a ſecond Time; interrupted 
=: rempeſtubbs' Grief; and "Belinda 2 05 


firef? of, to perſwade her tv Moderation. 
At tl get kid ſhe) 6 to teſutne her Bireog, 
One Day (aid ne fatal Da — wou'd to 
God it 10 been 85 aft of my Life, is ir Was 
of my Repoſe, two Ladies camè to viſit my M- 
ther, and ſpeaking of a magnificent Ba Ball that 
Night at Court, "Rd: her they were come gh 
purpoſe to entreat her to permit me to accom) 
pany them. By the Account T have giyrn, you _ 
may judge how little Probability there was ſhe -- 
ſhou'd' i but whether ſhe was rey o 
vercome by their Reaſons, or only yielded "to 
their Perſon 3, being Perlott ke 1 _ 
eſteem'd,. I know notz Feat when I len J 
Qed ir, the erder'd me to make my ſelf 15770 
Wait on them. Never was any Priſdner, Ws 
long bad languiſh'd in a Dungeon more ied. 
ee . open Air, than I'to Bind my elf" —4 
who in Court” where every body welconi'd'me, - 
every body careſs'd' me, and, indeed, I belles 
ſome of them with a good, deal of Sincerity: - 
For not being of a Quality t enough to e, 
Envy, nor ſb mean as to t Contempt „ind tc 
lerably well humour'd; I am Fenfible th there | 
many whoſe kind Wiſhes I heartily 8 1 
had my Admirers too; at lest, there were 
ral young Sparks, a e not of the le 
Rank, who took Fleame m reg 8 


ſo. Not that. 275 Aber: 
with what 805 es ugh Had: ality" 
h to 84 . Paſſion 1 1 
e Notion hs confider'd it no more 
| C ” Shae. 


ake Uſe of all the Arguments the'was MI . 


A The 4 ee 
chan en 2 Fiction, and only dreſs d up 7 the P 
.ets in ſuch Variety of Shapes, to make the 559 
muſement more entertaining: But this, alas! was 
the unlucky Hour in which I was to be“ con- 

vinc' d of the real 1 that Power I ſo flight- 
ly had regarded; and ſoon learn'd to pity, by my 
_ thoſe Pains which, with an unregardipg 
Ear, I often had heard others moprn, 

About the middle of the Ball, as I was dancing 
with 2 young Nobleman, who had done me the 
He ro take me out, I ſaw, an a ſudden, the 
es of the whole Company turg'd N 1 1 
3. bur, being N. buſily engag d in what I 

was about, had not Time to — 15 what the 
meaning W having ended my Dance, and 
it being my Turn to take a Partner, a Lady Jy of my 
Acquaintanee 4 — d we, and ſaid, There's 
fine young Lord (I will not call him 
other Name than,thar of Taſarder.] He is wrely 

a? be my Friend) come from his F 


but this nt n 1 it will be 
vy'd;Gallantry . Pop out. W bile he 
H ed my Eyes where I per- 
Na ſhe bot d,. faw-a Form which apr 
pear'd man than Man, and nothing inferior. 9 
9 Idea's we conceive of Auge; bis Air! bi 
bis Face! were more than Hu Wy 

ſlade 15 


zhtning Glories darted 


yes as hę caſt them round th £ Roo e 
d, with ſuch a ſtreaming Sw! 

eſcendit 3 25 ſeem d to ies pes as 

miration ed! A th Iimes havg 


_ Latzem . hat au 
is firſt fatal A Ty Wn eo 19850 


date 20.08 Worſe of his Chermp, or hal 
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deſcribe. the Ef they wroughr on me: Ol! 
had: his Soul been worthy! of that lovely, that 
tranſporting Ouzjide,.I ſhou'&have been roo bleſt, 
been —4 ta ag; ſuperlative: a Degree, as now I 
am — 4 and wretched; Bur not to tire you with 
2 g Files, or as fruitleſs: Exclamations, I 

v . was plung' d in a wild: Sca of Paſſion 
before L had Time tos kuows or ſtem the Danger. 
J had: fo many diſorder'd Motions in my Hass, 
that Lam amaz'd my Fees: kept any juſt Meafure 
with the Myfick ; or, N — little — 1 Ha 
ever been to 1 Ns? Ho ty: = 
did nor wy So 
niake uiſihlo 28. 9 Compan — — L . 
not yet acquainted: wic my fab ur wheth 
the great. Concourſe of: much finer Ladies who . 
were there, hindted me from being much reg 
ded, or thoſe Changes which Þ am very ſare;*ap: 
pear'd in. my. Countenance, . were” only taken 4 
the Bſſectt of Baſhfulneſs in dunoing wy A Ber 
ſon. who was-'#kogether' s Stranger, I 
tell, but 1: [: ſeap'd char Raillery, Which l 
have to have met with, if any — 
had; been: ſenſible of the true State of my Co 
tion. When I had done . 
tho: Ladies who came witk — 
them. of my Acquaintance :- Lyſa re 

be Wis way pet foperion =D 
bis Wir wat or to his 
He was perfectiy well red, obliging ard” gun 
lant, and had ſomet hiug of B know not what 
peculiariy Graceful and Hnchanting in- his Voice 
and Manner of Adhreſi; and what added-ro'Hig 
other: Engagements, at; leaſt- endtard.”&nxo, 


4 er cha, though- 


ul foms 


" faid 
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ſaid nothing in particular to me at that Time, 
yet I cou'd eaſily diſcern he aim'd at pleaſing 
only me. But he behav'd himſelf not in ſo ge- 
neral a Manner the whole Night. A little af- 
ter, e J was ſeparated a good Diſtance 
from the Perſons I had been with, he came up 
to me, and making a low Bow, Madam ( faid 
he) how fortunate am I, who after having been 
in many Courts, where I have ſeen Ladies who 
juſtly may be call'd Beautiful, and ſince my Re- 
turn Home have met with nothing that cou'd 
bring me into good Humour with my Native 
Country, have now the Bleſſing of beholding a 
Face, which not only ſums up all the different 
Lovelineſſes of other Charmers, but has alſo an 
immenſely Divine Treaſure of its own /— Others 
may move the Heart by flow Degrees, and with 
ſome one Perfection captivate the Senſe, but you 
have Graces. which ſtrike the very Soul, and ar 
firſt Sight ſubdue each Faculty. Bluſh not, fair 
Excellence! (continued he, finding I was fi- 
lent, as indeed I had no Power to ſpeak) I. tell 
you but the Senſe of all Mankind but what 
Millions of Tongues are full of, and what your 
happy Glaſs, as often as you look in it, informs 
vou. If, my Lord (reply'd I, recollecting my 
ſelf as well as I was able) there were a Poflibilit 
of being unacquainted with my own Defects, 1 
good · naturd a Compliment might give me 
Graces which before I wanted: But as I have 
the Misfortune of knowing my ſelf but too well, 
all the Advantage I can gain by it, is the Ho- 
nour of being in the Company of a Perſon whoſe 
Wit can find ſomething to praiſe in thoſe the 
leaſt Praiſe-worthy. Oh moſt Angelic n 
pr 5 4. e, 


4 + r de hag Cy 


4 F 


— 


unreſiſting Hand) moſt 
rob not the brighteſt 


2 of the Deity, your divine Self of your 
juſt Due. If (but that's impoſſible) you can 


diſtruſt the Force of your too potent Charms, 
the Effects they have on me will quickly tell you 
what they are Cou'd thoſe inſpiring Eyes 
but look into my Soul, they wou'd perceive” their 


Power Pardon this Declaration: a vulgar Paſ- 


ſion, and for a vulgar Object, may wait on the 
dull Formalities of Decorum, but what I feel for 
you burſts out and blazes too fierce to be con- 
ceal'd It is not to be-expreſs'd— it is not 
to be imagin'd how he look'd while he was 
ſpeaking theſe Words, and much leſs in what 
Manner I behay'd at hearing them: Surprize, 
and Joy, and Hope, and Fear, and Shame, at 


once aſſaulted me, and hurried my wild Spirits 


with ſuch Vehemence, that had I anſwer'd at all, 
it muſt have been Baring 
rent; bur, happily for me, Company came 
that Inſtant to the Place where we were ſtanding; 


and deliver'd me from the greateſt Perplexity 1 
cou'd be in. I did not, however, recover my ſelf 

the whole Time of my being there; yer fo much 
was I infatuated, ſo loſt to all Thought of Reaſon 


or Diſcretion, that whenever he approach'd me, 
I had not Courage to avoid him, as I might ea- 
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he, tenderly preſſin 
adorable 5 — Sx! 


ſtrangely Incohe- 


fily have done without being taken Notice of. 


*Tis ſure he took all Opportunities of Eutertain- 


ing me in the Manner he had begun, and with 


out doubt, as he has ſince own'd to me, he ſaw 
Trough in my Eyes to make him know the Plea- 


took in hearing him ſpeak, far exceeded 


my Confuſion at what he fade. 
* 
Dot. | 


"83 ka. 
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It was almoſt: ing when the Ball broke 
; and there being no ity of my 
Home till next Day, I paſt that Time at the La- 
dies Houſe who brought me out: But though 
the Fatigue and Hurry of the Night wou'd at 


another Seaſon have made me glad of Reſt, 1 bad 


wow eno to me Lyſander's 
tay — his Wit, the Declaration 
he had made me, and the Manner in which 1 
bad recciv'd it, gave me ſufficient Matter of Re+ 
flection: I cou'd not think I had liftned to any 
Proteftations of Love, from a Man 1 had never 
ſeen before, without an inexpreflible-Shock to 
my Modeſty; but theſe Conſideratĩons ſoon gave 
Place to others even more deſtructive to my 
Peace: Lyſander was too lovely, and Rn 
too deſerving, for mt to repent, ny Tg 
Time, the Cmphafance I Wa ld hls. 
my greateſt Trouble was che Fear that 1 hond 
never ſee him more. - I reſolv'd to ſay nothing 
to my Mother of what had paſe d, believing; 
with Reaſon enaugh, that ſhe: wou'd not only 
condemn me for Mit! ent, but alſo rake 
ſuch Meaſures as ſhou'd for ever deprive me of 
the Sight of him: Lune taught me à Cunni 
which before I Wus a Stranger to; and tho 
I-burn'd with Deſire to be talking ſomething of 
my ator'd | Ly/ander, and vent ſome Part of the | 
— of my 'raviſh'd Soul, yet I fo well 
diſſembled, that at my Return Home 1 never 
mention'd the leaft $yIlable which cou'd give 
\ Suſpicion ; and contemed my ſelf, as well as 1 
was able, with the 3 Ly/ander (who, 1 
faund by his calling ud, my er 
. who wy Fg WER find Wes 


ſend to ths: Nor dis that Hope decelve me. The 


Which was given me, I bell 


with Heaven, it is that you are not ſufficiently flor 
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very next pening to be at a Window. 1 
— Say Lp Vene backwards and Ne 


— HR Or Houfc fr desen, y came into ty 
Head, that there was a Probability be mi bebe h 4 
from Ly/ſander: I fea his Motions 
ood while, and finding He fill lurk'd 4bour, 
th his —— een ed oh our Doo, I 
ding there" 


eumfpe dies which con Be m\ Coljeatts 
were true: No body being within hedting,”T' 


| = to frich, and asK'd him if he wanted any” 


Madam (anfprer'd he * 4 aud polig 
415 ter out of his Pocket) by the Deferi ix 
"this is dellg 

to you. I , it is (ery'd I, 28 ſbon as T Ding bh | 
Superſcriprion) and immediately ran in, too much 


ttanſported to ſay. any more. I 055 into an Arbor 


in the Garden, to perùſe the dear Contents, which 
I vety well remember, and are too deeply en- 
graven in my — ever to be forgotten. » 


. "To the Divine CLEOMIRA... | 


__ th moſt adorable Cleatnira wantel ah pf 
of the Dominion of ber Charms, * beſides * 
97H: they bave ro reign ver the” 98 raf alt ul 
72 this _w fires 17 ber 0 pe. which | 
?fterday ſbe ferm'd fo cruelly to dou Ut "you are 
700 Divine to be ignorant of your Attributes; and, 
if there is any thing in y0u, "which is not of g Wy 
with Mercy to took favtut ably an a Man who has-no | 
ander Merit than his Eenl. Ii is with an in 
C4. -  ctivable 
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 Ceinable Terror I look : back on: that); Declaration, 


which the Force of. the moſt violent Paſſion that ver 
Was, obig d me ta make, in ſo unpolite and unprepar d 


a Manner ; 4nd tremble. when I confider how much 


1 Reaſon you have 10 condemn the Preſumption of this. 


ut, if .as many Years of humble faithful Services as 
Fate bas allotted. for my r Life, may. purchaſe a Par- 
don for the Sin of m Temeriiy, I devote them. in- 
zirely to you—Hencef, orward rule my every Word an 


Addion— had almoſt ſaid my every Miſb, but Oh ! 


is not in your. Power, vaſt as it is / for ſhou'd. 
you command me to ctaſe burning with-impatient Des, 
fires to obtain the. Bleſing of pleafing Jon, - I freely. 
own, I cou 'q not —— nay, I won d not, in that, obey 

in 179 oven of Jour ſelf I muſt far ever Love 
for ever Worſhip. you Permit me then. to awe 1 
your Bounty, what * n eee ag 
Ke * * Title of the 


a 


. . exthllent Elbe bt” Wy : 5 


. 
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8 en" [reſt and ane Vonry, | 


LYSAND ER. 
There was a Foßſerint (continu'd the R- 


uns b) in which be preſs'd very ſtrenuouſſy 


for. an Anſwer, the Words of which I do not 


1 85 well remember; and indeed twas necdleſs 


ave troubled you with this, or many others 


o the like Nature; but as there are ſome of bis 


Letters, Which in the Courſe of my Story I ſhall 
be oblig'd to repeat, I thought it proper to let 
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tion -ſhou'd happen, and only following the 
Dictates of my inconſiderate, and tranſported 
Paſſion, return d an Anſwer in theſe Words. 
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how faint, and drooping is their Flight, when 
there is nothing —— be obtain d. I will 
not pretegd to tell you what my Tranſports 
were whil&I was reading; if, as you confeſa, you 
really know the Power of Love, your own Heart 
will make you comprehend What 'twas mine felt, 

much more than any Words couꝰd do. L was almaſt 
diſtracted for fear the Meſſenger ſhou'd be gone, 
and I have no Opportunity to ſend an Anſwen; 
but he was better inſtructed by his Maſler; and 
when I open'd the Door, he preſently ſtarred 
out from behind a great Tree that grew before 


the Houſe. I made a Sign to him that he fhou'd. 


ſtay, and went to my Chamber to write: I durſt 
not allow time for Thought, leſt any. Interrup- 
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4 ſander truly is, ſhe might,” without any Diß. 
culty, be brought to believe all you ſay to her: but, as 


Jan ſenhfile I have no other Graces than thoſe aur 
Fancy is pleas'd to beſtow on me, you cannot blame / 
4, i 4 am @ little Diffident of the Continue 


of it. becauſe, as you ſay, while you are poſſtſs'd of it; 
Entreaties of that kind wou'd be altogether unavail- 
ing. I think my ſelf extremely oblig'd to you for the. 
Caution with which-your Letter was deliver'd, and 
ef you favour me with any more, hope you will "O > 
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know it will be almoſt 22 b nun the 
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other where: with Convenience 1 edi 
let the ſame unequal'd Excellence o 
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mould have entirely taken away thoſe Hopes my 
former Complaiſagce had iwſpir'd. The Bold- 
neſs. of 1 to appoint a Meeting was ſo 
great, as all the fing things he ſaid to me cou'd 
not attone for; and Was {ufficient to have taught 
me, how dangerous it was to make any Conde - 
ſeentions of this kind to a Man I had ſa little 
Knowledge of. To Herend I fay, zhis might 
' haye been a timely W arning z but alas! I was ſo 
_ blinded with my Paſſion That I cou'd think of 
nothing but which way ſhould N ity and 
without any Struggles from that B 
which till now had never Seck me ri Writ him 
a nat in this Manner. 3 A 


To the Worthy 8 | 
＋* HE Gratitude you expe for that, — 


great Co e yuv in me, is 

infinitely reins for ar 1 wow d much ratber you ſbou'd 
impuls it to any. thigg, than. tothat» Vanity, which 
#80 often, inf uenges 4 Woman of m. Abe, to encourage 
addreſſes ber Heartiis noway:afetted with; and, 
bit may appear too fret M Declaration, I am ſo 
Vile acquainted with diſguifing ib Truth, that I 
cannot forbear telling uu, it is to gour Merits. alone you. 
ore. indebted for the Lgherty f a Correſpondence, 
aobich you are pleas'd to think. agrecable. Your Inv. 
: 2 that it is impoſſible for me 10 receive the 
onour. you ond do me at our Houſe, bas not de- 

| coiv'd. . you, and muſt alſe. let. you know 1 am 100 
 Priflly confin'd to promiſe it at. any other. I muſt 
therefore leave is entirely te Fortunes, o procure; me 
am farther. Pleaſure in your Conver/ation than what 
A Letien af afford: bur n ile en 
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Tyſander. J pals'd the whole Days, and good 


neſs I ſhou'd enjoy next Morning: and it cou'd 
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thing to have remov'd me. 


not being very well, 1 hop'd ſome Beteſfit fro 
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at the Window that pueriooks the Rid, $ 


Wr ann waits bk 


eren Ka. 72 
When 1 had ent this away, 1 feign'd m ſelf 

a little indiſpos'd; to avoid the neceſſity of 
ing; for Speech was now become a Pain, Goes 1 
durſt not 57 * it in the Praiſe of 15 ador'd 


4 - 7 ” . 
3 i} {9 i er." * 


part of the Nigbr, in contemplating ide Happi- | 


and took 
ere 

Mother was. 
no ſooner out of Bed than ſhe enquir'd after my 
Health; her Tenderneſs making her doubt the 
Diſorder 1 complain 'd of was encreas'd, becauſe 

I had not been in her Chamber; as it was my 


be call'd ſcarce Dawn when I got 
my Poſt at the appointed Window 
believe it wou'd have been im 


Cuſtom every Morning, to entreat her Bleſſing 5 > | 


and being told where ws, came into ws, 
a little ſürpris q to find me in a Room, . 
by reaſon of 1 feat Duſt of the Highway, w 8 
very ſeldom made uſe of, and the leaſt Pleaſane 
of any in the Houſe, She did not fail to as the 
Cauſe of my being there; and 1 told hem that 


the Air, which 1 thought blew' freſher on thai 
fide of th Houſe, than on the other." She'cow'd 
have no Suſpicion of the Truth, and this Excuſe 
2 well enougb. Breakfaſt being ready" ſhe 
nt à Servant to call me, but I not being pre- 
vail'd on to come; ſne order'd it ſhou'd be 
brought where'I bar ä ver d me tothe 
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Haatt, for I was nat willing 
much loſs that ſhe ſhov'd be a be Wreck rh 
Interview, tho! at ſuch a with 
47 I knew ſhe had diſcerning Eyes, and fear'd 
e might diſcover more than wiſh'd ſhe ſhou'd, 
in eng. or boch of our Faces. I refus'd to drink 
Tea, ſcarce ſpoke, or if I did, it was © pecviſh- 
1y- and unmanperly, that I. am awpaz'd: ſhe, did 
Hat leave me in a Rage bo indulge. my ill Hu- 
meur; but ſhe —— Behaviour for the Ef. 
fect of Vapoum, continged.to; ſooth me by a thou: 
ſand endeating e which were wholly 
. 
Open f — ˖ 
gnd with a Mein, and Air, ſo ſaſt, ſo ſweet, ſo 
graceful, that Painters might have copy'd an 
N from him, fit indeod to charm the Queen 
of Beauty. He was dreſs'd in à ſtrait — 
Cost of green Velvet, richly etahroider'd at 
Seams A Silver, the Buxtons ware: Brilliens, 
peatly ſut in the Faſhion of Roſes 3 his Hair, 
which-s black Jer, was ty'd with. a green Ri- 
but nor; ſe ſtraitly, but that a thouſand 
hitle Ringlets ſtray d o'er his ale a Cheeks, and 


ents in the Air z 2 crimſen Feather in his 
of Sn] I ny om che dazling Whites 
IANS Skin ! _—_— over Charts 


over glorious, and | helieve it impaſſihla 

E the ma moſt Inſenſible to — — yoo 
oring him What then became; 
God bau fruitleſs wou'd, any, 
he to repreſent. hat t was J felt! Trank 
ed Raviſh'd—- I wonder the violent 
tions of my Sl did not heas wy Hodh aut 
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Love and Life might then have had an A Epgand 
75 the Woes which both. have po as 
The great. Tmmpling which the Horſes made 
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ow the Moment that er wa me 
8 1 — | oo 


A profound Bae Ne bow 
* 'd it, but doubtleſs with a Confuſion 
901 1 il within, K's which was — tog 
le to my Moth Nel eng for after hs 
wa + Pal Wo Ye op $. Were ping. his 
far as I R Ry de Fm th e 
chancing f ream [bag y- 
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nelly. in my. Race, as tho ſhe Ro th 
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th the fle 14 2 1 
at ew into gieste 

(cen. ber, id; and after; ſhe; had 
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* This was a dreadful Alloy to the Pleaſure 1 
had lately enjoy'd: I perceiv'd the Secret I had 
taken ſo much Pains, and fancy'd my ſelf fo art- 
ful in concealing, was by my own' Inadverten&y 

diſcover'd. ——I cou'd not reflect on the Indig- 
nation of a Mother, who, bating the Reſtraint 

ſhe laid me under, I had reaſon to think a moſt 
Affectionate one, without a Concern very near 

Remorſe, for doing any thing to occaſion it; but 
when I reflected on the Injuſtice ſhe did me (for 
ſo my Love taught me to conſider it) in con- 
demning my Admiration of a Perſon ſo every way 
deſerving as Ly/ander appear'd to be; I regrettes 
nothing but the Power ſhe had over me, leſt ſhe 
ſhould exert ir yet more, and deprive me of any 
future means of ſeeing him. I had been happy 
never to have been more deceiv'd than I was in 
my Conjecture, that ſhe wou'd take all poſſible 
Precaution to prevent my having 8 Converſa- 
tion with a Perſon, whom ſhe fo juſtly belicy'd 


LF | . 
- © 
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I had not paſt many Hours in comceyyating 
the Misfortunes I fancy'd my ſelf in, before an 
old Woman (formerly my Governeſs) and now a 
ſort of Overſeer in the Family, came into the 
Room, and took upon her to reprove me, in 


Terms I cou'd not well ſupport; on my givin 
her ſome tart Replies, ſhe told me, that ſhe bal 
Orders from my Mother to confine me to my 
Chamber, till 1 had learn'd the Leſſon of Humi- 
liation. I was forc'd to obey, and indeed was 
well enough contented to be any where, to avoid 
the hearing of ſuch Sermons. All that I thought 
an Affliction was, that twou'd be Hy a for 
me to receive or anſwer any Letters f 2 1. 
1 | | | 5 
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der; and it was only on this Account that 1 
_ three Days of my Confinement in mortal 
nquietudes : On the fourth, I ſaw the Mercury 
to my Jove, mounted on a little Heap of Rub- 
biſh that the Gardener. had thrown our, and 
peeping over the Wall: The poor Fellow, as I 
fince underſtood, had been every one of thoſe 
Days watching about the Houſe, but not be- 
ing able ro get a Sight of me; either at the 
Door, or Windows, he at laſt came round that 
way. The Appearance of this Man made me al- 
moſt mad, till caſting in my Mind, if there were 
not a Poſſibility of giving him Notice of m 
Condition, Invention furniſh'd me with this. 1 
open d the Window, and thruſting my ſelf out 
as far I cou'd, made a Sign to him that he ſhou'd. 
rarry a little where he was; then taking s Picce 
of Paper, 'writ in it theſe'Words:  —_ 


Know who you come from, and therefore gueſs 
Jour Buſineſ5.——— Let yout Lord know I am 
in the ſtricteſt Confinement ' imaginable on his Ac- 
count [ fear it will be impoſſible for me to con- 
tinue the Happineſs of a Correſpondence with him 
It will be to no Purpoſe for you to ſtay, or return any 
more on the Deſign you are ſent on; but if you are 
taten Notice ef, may occaſion worſe Uſage, if poſſ« 
ble, than' what I now endure. e. 
_ 90 03D! en nene 
; ' ll 


” 8 
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I pull'd a Lead out of the Sleeve of my Gown, 
| and wrapping it up in this Paper, ro give it 
Weight, made a ſhift to hurl it to the Place 
where he cou'd reach it, He took a Letter our 
of his Pocket, and held up to ſhew me, making 
= D ſeveral 
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ſeperal Motions, by, which | Undegſtecd he was 


charg'd to give it me.z — by ſhaking my Head, 
putting my Han, chief to my: es, Le 
ſtißy d rhe Impoſlibilic af bis Axtemps, and Pars 
of the ne in: L ſay byr rn for af: 
ter he was gone, began to refle& that, in- 
deed, I never ſhou Abe abl ci to. ſea Igſanden more, 
323 can expreſs - Emotions of my, Sou: 


For many Days I did nothing but weep, qr wa 
wh wb, av ay 4 Manger, that the Servants. * 

ther ſent in ade. on hended 
L Pane d fall into Fits, T bi, whom, it, it ag told 


and | moving we wit 

hex whyal. 2 Sala, Von have ſuſfer d enough, 
(laid ſhe) for the, Imprucdenee of cpurzehng an 
Acquaintance without my Approbation; but as 
x N alt, * 10 LL nenet to re- 
> make. 200 d Fog th 
A og 8 9 
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DR oun Non 
and the little Cauſe 5 yet. haye ; you Xo ba 


otherwiſe. My Heart was too full to ſuffer me 
to make any other Reply-to theſe Words than a 
low, Sr 
Mage: enough to. 
her, that 1 5 


endegyour'd: ta aſſhæa 
u 9 no o- 
depriw af 
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: But Has fince it was her 4 — 1 wou'd: 
my utmoſt * to Nh eaſy to me. 


Ste feem 5d atisfy;d 12 10 b fi 5 22 Per- 
haps, belie ving 55 been ls 4 35 10 1 — 
from that Be "he me 19 7 | 


ever ſhe went 3 Can. me. 110 1 7 — 
Relations, and 424 Nane gen 


Society I 77 5 in: But, . 
this now 400 ford De rt to my blecg-. 
ing Heart it rat er e ech l an dim the 
An guiſh 0 ecret — — 1 and ſince 1 
00000 not = der, I co 4 bars been beater 
| pleas'd ro have 1 no There 7 HO. 
Poltbility of conyeying a Le ef. ro him, I knew 
=_ where ro dire, or if er - nofwirhſtane 
17 Privileges my 19 6 now allow d me, 
ſcarce ever , d me, out of her Sight. 


5 IE two 75 did I languiſh AT (mY. 
Ni hrs in früitleſs Wie and 4 8 Days in the 


topmenting (of all) nene that of: 
beitlg oblig'd to wear 2 ſęeming Gaiety, hen 
all my Soul Was. ull of Horror and Niſtraction- 
In this Timè a new 'F amily came into the Neighs- 
bourhood, they eh made a eee Wwuk 
ours, and my 
the 


Ny er wank well asd LONG 
Bree ing and Gravit the Maſter 
ale ſs of . be g - enter d into af lots 
wg with them. ith | than was her Cu- 
ſtöm to do with, any, body, They viſited fre- 
quently at our, Houſe Go! 5 my Mother always 
made nie accompanꝝ her to feturn them, though 
much againſt * [nclination, for, as I have 
alzcady told , my 575 Fhoughp unquier 
as they were, ee SattsfaGion, than 
any Company's . fend cou'd be _ 
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Both the Man and the Woman ſeem'd wonder- 
fully charm'd with me, took all Occaſions of 
complimenting me, and Mrs. Marvir (for that 
was the Name they were call'd by) wou'd often 
endeavour to engage me in particular Converſa- 
tions, which I, as carefully as I cou'd without be- 
ing rude, avoided : Till one Day, ſhe began a 
little kind of Raillery on my A ny a Demure- 
neſs in my Behaviour, which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was 
ſure was not in my Nature : My Mother, who 


was willing to take all Opportunities of perſwa- 


ding me to Chearfulneſs, join'd with her in this 
Aſſertion, and between em both I was pretty 
much put to it (ſo inwardly perplex'd as I was) 
to make any Defence, which, by the Aukward- 
neſs of it, wou'd not diſcover that I had, indeed, 
ſomething at my Heart which clouded the Gaie- 
ty of my Looks. I am afraid (ſaid Mrs. Marvir 
to my Mother) that your Daughter is in Love: 
I warrant if we ſhou'd fearch her Chamber, we 
ſhou'd find a Number of amorous Books, and E- 
piſtles of the ſame Nature. I never had that 
Curioſity (reply'd my Mother) but I hope ſhe 
wou'd receive none of the latter without m 
Knowledge, and I have taken Care to inſtill ſuch 


Principles in her Mind as will not let her be o- 


ver fond of the other. Will you give me leave 
to hunt? (reſum'd ſhe laughing.) Yes, with all my 
Heart (anſwer'd I, glad to put an End to this 
Diſcourſe.) I waited on her up Stairs, where 
after ſhe had a little look'd about her, and prais'd 
the Pleaſantneſs of the Chamber, having a full 


Proſpect of the Garden, I told you (ſaid ſhe) 


that I ſhou'd find ſomething here more tender 


than you wou'd have the World be ſenſible a 
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I dare ſwear (continued ſhe, zaking a Letter 
from my Teiler, and 47 d5 it to N the Con- 
tents of this may juſt! 


be call'd Amorous. 1 
had no ſooner caſt my "Eyes on the Direction, 
than I knew the Hand to be Jſander's: The 
Conſternation I was in may be more eafily ima- 
gin'd than expreſs d: I had not Power to break 
the Seal, but continued looking ſometimes. on 
her, ſometimes on the Table, and. ſometimes on 
the Letter, gs wondring by what means it had 
been convey'd there. Ceaſe your Surprize (re- 
ſum'd ſhe) it was no other who laid the Letter 
on your Toiler than ſhe who took it off, and 
deliver'd it to your Hand, and ſhe who you need 
make no Scruple to confide in, ſince your Ly/an- 
der, your adoring, dying Ly/ander, has thought 
me worthy of the Truſt of bearing you his Soul, 
his Vows, and eeerlaſting Faith, I will "make 
ſome Excuſe (continued ſhe) for leaving you a- 
bove, that you may have Time both to read this 
and return an Anſwer, which I have engag'd to 
bring him. I cou'd not get leave from my Aſlo- 
niſhment to make any Reply to what ſhe ſaid. 
but when ſhe was gone had my. Senſes enough 
about me to lock the Door, and then fed m 
E and e Withes with. the 
mes. 5 
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460 The BRITISH RecLuss: 
When I bad finiſh'd this | went down to the 
Company, and ſoon found an Opportunity, un- 
e to flip it into Mrs. Marvir's Hand. 
carce a Day pals'd after this without my receiy 
ving a Letter, either through hers or her Hus- 
band's means, I will not trouble yqu with the 
Repetition ot them, being of no great Conſe- 
quence to my Story, and wou'd draw it. into a 
Length too tedious for your Patience: By 7bo/e 
you have heard, you may gueſs the Purport of 


the reſt; ſo ſhall only tell you, that every one of 


his grew more preſſing for an Engagement of 
my Affection, and mine till more. complying. 
I paſs'd my Time contentedly enough, though nor 
ſo happily as I wiſh'd. The continual Aſſurances 
he gave me of his Paſſion, and the Hopes that 
through theſe Peoples means I ſhou'd ſoon enjoy 
the Brefling of his Preſence, were Cordials ſuffi» 
cient to keep a Loye leſs ardent than mine alive. 
And, indeed, I had no great Exerciſe for my 
Patience; Ly/ander was too cager, and his Agents 
too induſtrious, to permit me to grow cool in my 
Deſires, or imagine him to be ſo.. 
One Evening, my Mother and I, being invir 
ted to ſup at Marvir's. Houſe, while he engag'd 
her in a ſerious Diſcourſe, his Wife took me in- 
to the Garden : The Tranſports of my beating 
Heart inform'd me to what End I was brought 
there, before ſhe had Time to tell me that Ly+ 
ander waited my Approach in the Arbor. Bur, 
when I came near enough to ſee him, no Confuy 
ſion ſure was ever equal to mine! The Rev 
flection that this was but the third Time I had 
ſeen him but the ſecond in which I had an Op- 
portupity to ſpeak to him the Condeſcentions of 


my 


* 
J oe lads. ͤ ů1; m ¹˙ card w- tc Ante oat 


\ 
The BRITISH RECLUSE. 41 


my Letters— and that which I now gave of 
meeting him, came all at once into my Head, 
and I was ready to ſink with Shame. But never 
did any Votary approach the Image of the Saint 
he worſhipp'd with more Humility and aweful 


Reverence than Ly/ander me ! He fell at my 
Feet, — embrac'd my Knees, and kiſs'd m 

Hands with ſuch a tender Tranſport— ſuc 

an enchanting Mixture of Delight and Fear, as 
one wou'd think no falſe Love cou'd feign, and 
was impoſſible ro behold unmov'd : My Spirits 
were in too violent an Agitation to ſuffer me to 
raiſe him from the Poſture he was in, till gain- 
ing Confidence to do it himſelf, and interpreting 
my Diſorders in his Favour, he took me in his 
Arms, all blu hing trembling, and incapable 
of Defence, and . his Head upon my pan- 
ting Boſom, ſeem'd to breath out all his Soul in 
fervent Tenderneſs. He held me thus ſome Mo- 
ments before l knew what I was doing; and 
when, at laſt, I ſtruggled to get free, it was fo 
faintly, that he might eaſily perceive the Liber- 
ties he had taken were not unpardonable: I look'd 
for Mrs. Marvir, deſigning to upbraid ber for 
the Boldneſs her Gueſt had been guilty of; but 
ſhe was gone, and the Reproaches I made him 
were ſuch as did not diſcourage him from a Re- 
petition of his. Crime, In ſhort, all the Time 
of our being together (which TI believe was a» 
bove an Hour) was paſt in nothing but offending 
and forgiving : I found by my ſelf that Love is 
a Paſſion that diſdains Reftraint, and thought ir 
unjuſt to be angry, at almoſt any thing the Force 
of it might Influence him ro commit, To go 
about to tell you what he faid— in what Man; 
Mm AoC 297 TOTO Ml ee 
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ner he look'd———and with what Graces &ver 
thing he did, and ſpoke were dccompanyed, | 
would be ro wrong him; for no Words, he 
Accents, ao Motions but his own, can give you 
any got Idea of his Perfections.—— Never was 
any fo fortn'd to Charm, and to Beiray——nevert | 
was ſuch foul Deceit, Hypocriſy, and Villany, | 
couch'd in ſach ſeeming weetnels, Softneſs, an 
. — Heaven! with what a counter- 
ired Vehemence has he exclaim'd againſt the 


2 of his Sex !—— With What an ap 
pearance of Sanctity and Truth, has he invok d 


the Saints and Angels to be a Witneſs of his 
Vows ! when, lavi 


| of them, he has a thouſand 
w———thoufand times proteſted, that Cleomira 
Mon'd ever be more dear to him than Life! Oh 
record 'em, all ye bleſſed Spirits! and in rhe laſt | 
rear Day, when I alone can hope for Juſtice, | 
ing em in dreadful Teſtimony againft him, 
and force his black, his Ieprous Soul to own 


* 


Convictior/ c n | 
Here the Remembrances of ſome Paſſages 
made this unhappy Lady wholly unable to pro- 
rute her Diſcourſe; and all that Belinda cou'd 

to mitigate the Rage of Temper ſhe was 
mis d ro, prov'd of 90 Efrect till a Shower of 
few rerurning Temrs in part allay'd the Tempeſt: 
When the Was à little come to her ſelf, After 
this (refum'd ſhe) I had many CPs, by 

an 


Wiſkes in Lyſander's Preſence: affd ſo zealous 
was ke in making me believe the Paſſion he pre- 
rended” was fincere, that in thoſe Days, when 
theft" was no other way to ſee me, de wou' 

come üiſguis d, and walk before rh Houſe a 
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] hed teken Notice of him; then by ſome Mo- 
tion diſcover who he was, and tell me by his 
Eyes, a thouſand tender Things, nor ſtir from 
the Place till by my withdrawing my ſelf he 
knew it was improper he ſhau'd ſtay any longer. 
1 cannot bur fay, fierce as my Paſſion was be 
this uncommon Aſſiduity of his made a vaſt Ad- 
dition to it, and | thought it the Hard- 
ſhip in the World, that I cou'd not have the Free- 
dom of converſing with him, without all this 
Difficulty on both ſides. Mrs. Marwr, who kept 
conrinual Watch over my Humour, took this 
Advantage of my Diſcontent, and whenever ws 
were alone endeavour'd to * it; She wis 
always repreſenting the Injuſtiee my Mother 
did me, in debarring me from all thoſe Libere 
ties young Ladies in this Kingdom are perma- 
ted to enjoy; and made uſe of all her Cunning 
to convince me, that thate Neſtrictions were 
laid upon me, only to wean me by degrees 
from the Pleaſures of the World; that } mighe 
be the more. willing to accept of a Husband, 
who, the told me, my Mather had provided for 
me. By what. I can guck from. her Diſcourſe 
— ſhe) you are: to be married to a Country 
entleman, and that in fo ſhort time as will 
maze you. She ſpoke this in ſach a Mannes, as 
we me no Suſpigion of the Fruth; and reool- 
Qing how much my. Mother: had labour d 10 
fade we into a good Opinion of a wy. 
ife, was, afſur'd in my Mind that ſhe hag really: 
ſome body in View, to whom the dofign'd' te 
ſagrifice me: and tis impoſſible to ve tho 
Perplexity this Belief ine d me in. N any ſuch 
thing happen, Madam ſaid l) h ſhou'dil — 
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I: know not (anſwer'd this wicked Woman, 
having brought me to the Point ſhe aim'd at) un- 
leſs by chuſing a Guardian, you entirely diveſt 
your' Mother of the Power of diſpoſing of you. 
She ſaid no more at this time, becauſe my Mo- 
ber happen'd to come into the Room; but when- 
ever they had an Opportunity, it was with ſuch 
like Speeches both ſhe and her Husband enter- 
tain'd me; till at laſt, the Fears of what they 
bad infus'd into my Imagination the Hopes of 
enjoying my belov'd Liberty, and my infinitely 
more belov'd Lyſander's Company uncontroll'd, 
made me reſolve to do as they 'advis'd. I cow'd 
think of no Perſon ſo proper for me to make 
Choice of for a Guardian as Marvir himſelf. It 
was not very difficult to perſuade him to it, lit 
being the only thing he wanted) tho' at firſt he 
ſeem d averſe. Every thing being concluded 
on, one Morning, before my Mother was out of 
Bed, I left her Houſe, and went to Marvir's, 
whence immediately I took Coach with bim for 
London; and by electing him according to Law, 
put it out of her Power to oblige me to return. 
Her Behaviour, on the firſt Knowledge of what 
I had done, was all Biſtraction; the fell img Fits 
rav id, came to Marvirs Houſe, and withaut any 
Regard to that Decorum ſhe was ds d: ſi; ſtrictly 
to obſerve, loudly cxetjin'd againſt theft Trea- 
chety, and my Ingratituſe and Diſobedience: I 
ad not Aſſurance to appear before her, and they 
Chaving gai'd their End) cou'd endure the 
Brunt of her Upbraidings: In a few Days we re- 
mov d to London; and I was out of the Fear of meet- 
ing her: But her Tenderneſs ſoon getting the 
better of her Indignation, ſhe ſent a Letter to 
* me, 
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me, full of Perſuaſions in the moſt endearing. 
Terms to return to her again. I had the Courage 
to write to her, tho'; I -had not to fee her, and 
return'd an Anſwer of Excuſes for the -Meaſures 
I had taken; but told her it was wholly owing : 
to that unreaſonable Reſtraint ſhe had laid me 
under——thar I abandon'd her, only in. Purſuit 
of that innocent * which all Perſons of 
my Age were deſirous of enjoying; and that 1 
never wou'd make Uſe of it to the Diſadvantage of 
my Reputation, or the Diſhonour of my Family :' 
And that in all material Affairs of Life, tho : 
had choſe a Guardian, I would do nothing with- 
our conſulting Her. This was far from being a- 
ny Satisfaction to ber; ſhe writ me ſeveral Lees 
ters, ſometimes entreating, ſometimes comman- 
ding and threatning, and engag'd all thoſe Re- 
lations, who were near enough to Intereſt them 
ſelves in my Behaviour, to come and talk to me: 
But the People I was with took care I ſhould be 
ſeen by none of them; alledging, as à proof of 
their Love to me, that they would not have me 
reaz'd with any Solicitations of that Nature. 1 


* 
* 
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was very well fatisfy'd with their Proceedings; 


I aw: Ly/ander every Day, and while I liſtemd 
to. his Vows,, ſhou'd not have been pleas'd with 
an Interruption of any kind. That Ardent, yer” 

eſpectful Paſſion which: appeared in all his 
Words and Actions, was to me à Heaven, which 
nothing elſe cou'd give. I had not, for ſome 
time, any Reaſon to ſuſpect he had the leaſt diſ- 
honourable Thought; for tho' the little Power I 
had of diſguiſing my Sentiment, bad made me 
uilty of many imprudent Actions, and em- 
olden'd him to the * 
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con d be call'd offenfive to Virtue; till one 


cent of his: Voice, al 
| lig'd me to:cadervour toriſey but hEhad 


than otherwiſe he wou'd have dar'd te have at. 
t yet be offer d nothing which jullly' 


Oh ever be accurft that Night that 
— * undoing Minute, whey? all 
1 cept, and left to Feinds the Fate of 
| al Tasse, and thrown my ſelf 
on yn Bed, reſtleſs, and her B. that Lyſande? 
had not been to viſu me that Day, for it was 
now become an inconſolable on to me to 
s four and tweney Hours without him; 
was fo bury'd in Thought, chat I heard nor 
the Fread o e into my Cham 
ber, til I bew s Mas ſtand cloſe by me: It was 
about tem a Clock, ar that time oſ the Year Hen 
there is ſearet any Darkneſs, and, willing to in- 
dulge Contemphtion, I had aer ceN'd for Can 
dlos, and con'd not y diſeern W was 
there; but not ing it any other than Mr. 
Au ui (who might be dome to catl me t 4 
without r from tlie Poſture I war 
in, as d cnroleſly whar hre Wanted Ne muff be 
a very ill: Jbdge of Happineſs (anſwer'd! He) tar 
coud form a Wiſſi — — which” 
this Bod contairs. Thee Words and the Ac 
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himſdfrdown: hy me while he wis'fpeaki 
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ing Touch now difſoly'd my 7c — and 
meked every Thought, tg 


not reſiſt his proceeding from one Freedem 
nother, till t * — for him ro as 
or me to grant. gwilty Tranſpont 
thouſand Appr $ all at once 1pvaded mes. 
re Sha e Phe Kev 
ears fd my ng 
ſeiz'd my 8 Breaſt heay'd no more 
with Joy bun Horror. Too ſure Preſagas of that 
futuro Woe, which chisblack Heu braugbt ſocth. 
It was not ia the levaly Undoar's Powder, dear: aa 
he was, to make me ſatis ſied with what IL had dona 
and the whole: time he ftay'd with mae, which: 
Was beſt part of the-Night, F v3zer'd nothing has; 
Re : che nent. Day, — in 
ages, I entertain dq him in no other 5 and. 
was ſome Weeks, hefare all his Wit, his Ten- 
datneſt and ſaeming Truth, eou d make me haps 
Khad not dane Deed, E ſhauith,all my Lifeg, 
Inve Orgaſion to napenr.. But What is it a Wo- 
man may not in time he perſuaded: to, hy the. 
Map ſhe loves!; He: behaw'd himſelf in ſuck. a 
Ms. ſai —— — — made > wan tender, 
ade; fb, many- folema. 
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lain cu d not thus: heave: daride ta-deefs his Fer- 
juries in. ſuch a Rorm of. Sanctity . Ho cui 
L then, who len'd| him,, dis bellaus him. Na. 
it · was, not) im Nature it w/ not in Reaſon, 
that, after hatche had ſwom, I cad be doubs+. 
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ful of his Sincerity, or Honour; and I muſt have 
conſider'd him as monſtrouſly unworthy of my | 
Love, before I cou'd think there was 9 | 
lity he ſhou'd ever ceaſe ro Love me us, | 
was I, at laſt, rais'd to the higheſt Pinacle of 
humane Felicity! an Aſſurance of the real and 

82 Tenderneſs of the Man who took up 
all my Wiſhes: But when I thought my ſelf 
moſt happy——moſt ſecure, I was on a ſudden. 
thrown from all my Height of Tranſport, to' 
the loweſt State of Miſery and Deſpair. Ever' 
ſince my being at Marvir's Houſe, I had nor 
paſs'd one Day without ſeeing Lyſander; and the 
firſt Abſence, which was about a Week, fill'd 
me with moſt terrible Suſpicions: I did not fail 

to acquaint him with em by Letters, which he an- 
ſwer'd with the ſame Fondneſs he had accuſtom'd 
me to, and made Excuſes, for not viſiting me in 

that time, which ſeem'd plauſible enough: 
When next I ſaw him, nothing ſeem'd more en- 

dearing— nothing more Ardent than he ſeem'd 
to be, yet he pretended ſame Buſineſs, and ftay'd' 
not with me ſo long as he was wont. After he 
was gone, happening to caſt my Eyes on the 
Ground, I ſawa Paper lying, which I, imagining it 
might be dropt by him, haſtily took up; part of it 
had been torn off, and what remain'd was ſo 
blotted that I could ſcarce read it; I diſcover'd;- 
however, that it was a moſt paſſionate Declara- 
tion of Love to ſome Woman, but who, I was 
altogether a Stranger, for there was no Name 
Vou may believe (my dear Belinda) this was e- 
nough to give a Heart ſo truly tender as mine, 
a moſt terrible Alarm! I laid it up carefully, de- 
ſigning to ſhew it him when he ſhou'd come 
1 & v next 
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next Day, as he had promis d he wou'dy but 
alas! I expected him many ſucceeding ones, in 
vain ! 'till growing quite out of Patience, I writ to 
him according to the Dictates of my Jealouſy and 
Diſcontent: This indeed engag'd a Viſit from 
him; and after he had again made ſome flight 
Pretences tor his Abſcnee, began to railly'me 
with ſo much Artifice, for the Imagination I h 
form'd of his being in Love in another 'Place, 
that I was weak enough, on his ſwearing it was 
ſo, to believe the Letter I had found was only a 
foul Copy of one he intended to ſend to me, in 
that time when he had not an Opportunity of 
ſeeing me; and was pretty well fatisfy'd as to his 
Conſtancy: But tho' I aſſur'd him, my whole 
Dependance on the Truth of what he ſaid 
hung on the proof of his viſiting me as uſual, 
and he ſeem'd willing 1 ſhou'd judge his Truth 
by that Teſtimony, yet I ſaw him not again in 
another Week. "Now the Miſt my good Opis 
nion of him had caſt before my Eyes n to 
wear off, and Reaſon, unobſcur'd by Paſſſon, 
ſhew'd me how truly wretched I had made my 
ſelf, but what did it avail? My Fame, my 
Virtue, and my Peace of Mind were loſt, no 
more to be retriev'd: Penetration was but the 
Mirror which ſhew'd me my Deformity, but 
eou'd direct me to no Means: which cou'd re- 
ſtore thoſe Beauties, which Guilt and Shame bad 
utterly defac'd. From ſeeing me every Day, he 
had already fallen to once a Week; ſoon he came 
but once a Fortnight; afterwards a Month; and 
that too was to be accounted a Favour. —Sofr as [ 
am by Nature, and made more ſo by Love, this 
Uſage turn'd' me all to Indignation: I rav'd, up- 
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braided, threaten d, ſaid I know not what, and 
ſometimes was reſolv'd to revenge my Injuries 
by his Death: but, alas! he grew not leſs lovely, 
for his being leſs faithful; and whatever I deter- 
min'd againſt him in his Abſence, was in his Pre» 
fence all diſſolv d. Tis true, he never came with- 
t renewing his former Proteſtations of eternal 
Laich, and coin'd each Time ſome new - invented 
ath to aſſure me he was ſtill the ſame. He 
cem d to mourn the Neceſſity of being ſo often 
abſent, with a Tenderneſs equal to that I #ruly 
felt; but as perfect a Maſter as he was in the Art 
of. feigning, I was too well acquainted with the 
Force of „ not to know that where it is 
Encere, no Obſtacles won'd be able to impede 
che Gratification- of it: and one Day, when he 
had been telling me a tedious Tale of Buſineſs, 
and Hurry of Affairs, and J know not what, 
which had prevented his coming, I cou'd not 
reſtrain the Violence of my juſt Reſentment; 


Ungratefal Man! (ſaid I) when watchful for my 


was Witneſs of your Vows but 


loſt to all the World but you; I may alone, un- 
pity'd, mourn my Fate, and curſe the Fondneſs 
that betray d me to your Seorn. le wou'd 
not ſuffer me to go on long in this Strain, but 
taking me in his Arms, and tenderly embraci 
me, Unjuſt and cruel Charmer! (interrupted hg 
if L cou'd be capable of the Coldnefs, the Per- 
fidy. you reproach me with, I-'cou'd not ſure 
| have Courage to r before you. Nor 
cou d von, if you; 
that dear, that Angel Look behold . 


4 2 
7 , 


2 no Buſineſs had; the Power to hold you; 
| Day, and every Day, each flying Minute 


ly believ'd me Guilty, wih 
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„ „„ T «9 þ f be 4 . ne 14 
tis the height gf Paſſion only. w you talk 
ons as wr I take ity, add Tho! grieve. to 
ce you rend your gentle. Breaſt with cauſeleſs 


gonies, yet J conſider it with a kind of Trans 
port, ſince it aſſures me I am. indeed more valu- 
able to you, than any Merit but my Truth can 
give me Title to. Oh the Piſſembler] with 
what an Air of 1 did he utter theſe 
and a thouſand the like Expreſſions, and with 
what inexpreſſible Eadearments were they accom- 
pany'd ? Enrag'd and Stormy as I was before; 
my Soul, now all becalm'd again, Believ'd—and 
was again Deceiv'd.—In this Manner did I con- 
tinue for a conſiderable Time, ſometimes hope= 
ping ſometimes deſpairing— but never cer- 
8, IJ tain or confirm'd of any thing ll Horror in 
= | his Abſence—all Eeſtaſy in bis Preſenc the 
© | Bulineks he pretended, which was Atrendance ar 
ty Court, , where, he daily expected Prefermenty 
oy was ſages comma but then I thought it im- 
us I poſſible that no Hour, no Moment in a Weeks 
* or in ſo nam Weeks, couꝰd not be ſpar din fine, 
— 18 Brain was in a perpetual Whirl.— Reflection, 
am ; toſt in wild Uncertainty, became dis joynted quite, 
un- and tho' I was always Mafing, yet I was often 
xx without the Power of Tbinting all my Days 
wa were ſpeng in doubtful . Expectation, and : 
| Nights in Tears, and heart-rending Agonit 151 
terrible for Deferi tion— and if ſometi nes Na- 
türe o'er-weaty'd funk into 4 Sldwber, lt ch d 
not be call'd Reſt; for even then, my ever» 
wakeful rg urry'd my Spirits with confus'd 
Idea's in tort ting Dreams—Ly/ander's Image 
was never from my Sight, and always he a —— 
unkind, and far unlike the Dear—the 8 


E 2 ſlaving 
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flaving Lover he had been, and ſtill wou'd feign. 
To add to my Affliction, J was with Child, and 
every Motion of the unborn Innocent encreas'd 
at once my Tenderneſs and Grief——'Tis not in 
Thought to form any juſt Notion of what I 
felt All Paſſions but Hatred took their turn 
to perſecute me; and ſure, had not Heaven re- 
ſerv'd me for an Example of its Power in tength- |; 
ning Woe to a degree beyond what cou'd be 
imagin'd, I cou'd not have ſurviv'd the Torments 
of an Hour. On his firſt declining to viſit me, 
I writ often to him; but of late had deſiſted from 
giving him that Trouble, becauſe he had told 
me, his Father, whoſe Hands they might poſſi- 
bly fall into, wou'd have Curioſity enough to o- 
pen them: Whether this was Reality, or whe- | 
ther he ſaid fo only to ſpare himſelf the Pain of 
Counterfeiting a Tenderneſs, any oftner than 
he was oblig'd to, in my Preſence, I know nor, 
but I had that implicite Obedience to his Will 
in every thing, that I very ſeldom put it to the 
Venture. But, one Day, after ſilently enduring 
an Abſence of five Weeks, I was no longer able 
to reſtrain the impatient Struggles of my Soul, 
and ſent him theſe Lines 


To my too dear Lvsanpes. 
Ardon me, if, convuls'd and torn with Pangs tos 
. dreadful for Expreſſion, the Anguiſh of my Soul, 
in ſpite of me, breaks forth into Complainings— Am 
7755 ever to live this Life of curſt Uncertainty ? 

s there a Neceſſity your Actions muſt always contra- 
dict your Words? —— Ob! be once fincere, and tell 
me which I muſt believe——There was a Time when 
with a thouſand Vous you ſwore, that Abſence * 


— . 
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the ſevereſt Tryal a Lover cou d go through. yet 
now you bear it — bear it with Eaſe— with Uncon- 
cern /—— and can I then ftill hope you Love? O 
Heav'n it is not, cannot be— by your own Argu- 
ments you fland convicted, and I endeavour to deceive 
my ſelf in vain Heart-rending Thought ! —— 
T long have held you True— believ'd your Oaths 
with ſuch a Faith as what we pay to the divine M- 
fteries of Salvation; and tis difficult —— tis won- 
drous to think you can be falſe “ 


What then 
muſt be the Proof? Madness Confuſion . 
Everlaſting Noe Horror without a Name 
Save——ſave me from it ! Diſſemble yet a little lon- 
ger; my Fears will quickly ſend me to my Grave, let 
not Deſpair weigh down my ſinking Soul as well as 
Body—— If 1 no longer have the Power to pleaſe 
you, let the Remembrance of thoſe happy Moments in 
which I had, engage, at lea 2 your Gratitude ——— 
F not your Love, ble/5 me with your Friendſhip— 
Pity me; if, no more; for, my Lyſander, ſure I merit 
that—— The Thoughts of you anticipate my earlieſ 


Prayers, and ſtill continue for my Evening Theme— 


How often, when all have ſlept, and nothing but the 
Stars and filent Moon were conſcious of my Watch> 
ings, have I pour d out the Angniſh of my bleeding 
Heart, and to thoſe dumb and unavailing Witneſſes 
vented the wild Extravagance of my Paſſion, rather 
than wound your Ears with the unwelcome Tale |, 
is harder to accuſe you than to dic— Yet, while 
have Breath, till all be ſpent in Wailings, if you 
are fiill cruel enough to ſuffer me to linger in à Con- 
dition which juſily gives me the Title o N 
| ©, The moſt Injur'd, 9.3240 

and moſt Miſerable, * 


CLEOMIRA. 


E 3 At 


„ 


84 Mo Y'3 > CONT d 
t t eturn en teceiy 
| Anſy i GY o vill fcar gr The, 
| Fo y the at or "hs ated, by the 


5 e, which ho vou ne Ae be 
ro hg a 


T9 the lovely Crone 
TO 2 R Sexss Soul e 


4 be 
oo 


e” 


* 
= 


ft 2 the leafs. Paſſion PLE 2 5 4 uh 
04'd have endeavour 


wil G nd on Vi 
52 8 5 N 575 (elf. infaitely ah- 


ies to Yours, * 2 ce Dar 5 — z 
9 


Wine. 
. ee al 


þ Your — ran 
= te” ig rebel \ 


Ode you's 9280 reed? ng Wha r Prof than 
Re Stile ad (th 8 . of th of ; Bet, 75 
e c 
ny i%, but. is of Re fn, i wot ji 
7 T% 


barity, and e dead 
al 


i qul, 8 wou 
W wau'd r 7 
Nee bby I emp (44 45 il M [ew 
gry ols me, rhaz ng Gnging Large be 
e was direRed to the Place where.he was, and 
deliver'd 1 it to him in e MEI. of a you 
Lady, whom. hg FA 7.5 Chariot x. 
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and I immediately difpatoh'd him again te find 
out, if poſſible, who the Lady was. He was fo 
ſucceſeful in his Enquiry, that be brought” me 
Word that her Name — Meliſſa, and that Ly- 
fauder was frequently with her Ther they 
had bog fark . * 2 at the Nin 


me, at this Information ? tad formerly had an 
Acquaintance with this Woman, and k her 
Temper to be the moſt intreaguing upon Earth; 
and t from a very mean #oriune, and wor 
Character, 'a Gentleman of a good Eſtate h 
Fais'd her to anenvy'd State of Grandeur, the hag 
_— — nor — ſufficient to 
vent her from cause Wit every Man H 
= he — wry Notice of: Nay, 92 
notorioufly I may fay * 
by that ſhe: Aug all Opportunities of diſho- 
nouring her Husband, and eou'd not hear of a 
_ fam'd 'for any perfection, without deſirin 
him ; ſhe wou'd write to the 5 
Sbchlute rs, and her often re ere 
by thoſe whoſe Diſeretion them 
her, did not diſcourage — attemp 
thers : This is (Helada) che rue Charater ef 
this vile Woman; and the Reflection, that a Cren 
ture fo. every way undeſtrving thou'd rob me of 
his Heart, rouz'd: chat little Fride, whieh 
Women have ſome ſhare of, to a Diſdain, which 
not able to overcome my more ſuperior Sefin 
e me Diforders which cannot * be expreſs 
Face Jam to be abandon'd (ſuid I to ny 80 
1 ought to be pleas'd that he has abandow's 
— a 3 none will envy him the 
— Pes 
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Poſſeſſion of—— One, who is not of a Humour 
to regard any one famher than the Reputation 
of being adfair'd by him — One, to whom 41 
Men are alike, and, as charming as he is, will 
not fail to ſacrifice him to the next that makes 
ar. to her. And yet, who knows (cry d 
again) but this unfaithful this inconſtant 
Creature may engage him longer than I, with all 
my Truth and Tenderneſs, cou'd do She 
has Arts to which my Innocence is a Stranger, and 
will, no doubt, make uſe of them all to ſecure 
a Conqueſt ſo much to the Advantage of ber 
Glory. In this manner did I torment my ſelf; 
nd though I thought nothing cou'd add to what 
felt before, yet now I found that to be negle ; 
cted for another, was a Sting more terrible than 
the Neglect it ſelf, Once l believ'd that the Death 
of Lyſander wou'd be the extreameſt of all Woes, 
but now I wiſh'd him dead rather than in the 
Poſſeſſion of a Rival. Hh 
When next I ſaw my Traitor, I utter'd all 
that my Rage and Jealouſy ſuggeſted; but, with 
his uſpal Artifice, he . unmov'd : And 
when, | /upbraided him with the Leiſure he had 
wait * * when he had none for me, ” 
wore, that being an intimate Acquaintance o 
her Husband's, — meeting them by Accident, 
at a Place where he had Buſineſs, was defir*& by 
im to conduct her where ſhe was going, which 
jece of Gallantry, he ſaid, he cou'd not hand- 
omely refuſe To give the more Credit to this, 
he ſeem'd to diſlike her Perſon —— ridicul'd her 
Humow-— and laugh'd ſo heartily at my being 
capable of any Uneaſineſs on her Account, that 
1 was half perſwaded to believe him, I had not, 


however 5 
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however, ſo entire a D 


but that I employ'd' (unknown to Marvir's'Peg- 
, who I found were his Creatures) the ſums 
Man, who had brought me the firſt Intelligence; 
to watch him wherever he went, reſolving to be 
fatisfy'd one way or other. Alas I fancy'd that if 
I cou'd be once throughly aſſur'd of his Perſidiouſ- 
neſs, I ſhou'd be able to tear him from my Soul, at 
leaſt extirpate all the Tenderneſs I had for bim; z 
but, how little did I know my ſelf ? When by 
the Diligenee of my Spy, I found out that he 
viſited her often was with her even ar'thoſe 
very Times when he prerended the utmoſt Re- 
gret that he cou'd not be with me Nay, diſco- 
ver'd that they had private Meeti and by all 


Circumſtances was convinc'd, not only that the 


was a Rival infinitely: more belov'd than Il, but 
alſo that ſhe was in Poſſeſſion of all thoſe Joys, 
which to obtain, I had 1 Innocence, 
my Honour, and my Peace of Mind for ever, 

in ſpite, I ſay, of all {theſe Proofs—theſe Ho 
Proofs of his Ingratitude, I cou'd not— did not 
love him leſs: I reproach'd him, indeed, and en- 
deavour'd to make him think my Reſentment 
had extinguiſh'd my Tenderneſs ; but be Mill 
deny'd each particular of my Accuſation; and, at 
laſt, ſeem'd angry that I diſtruſted his Sincerity: 
Till I, mean- ſpirited Wretch! was forc'd to a 
ar ſatisfy'd with what he ſaid, leaſt by perſi 
ing to alledge what, I found, he was determin'd 
never to confeſs, I ſhou'd provoke him never to 
ſee me more: And when I conſulted my fond 
doating Heart, found I cou'd better bear 85 ſhare 
him with another, than have no Intereſt in him 


at e But what T ſuffer d i in ſuch a Submiffion 
may 


ependance on his Truth 
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may perhaps be gueg'd, hu never deſcrib'd. It 
was now my Woes fell thick upon me, my Prag 
begen now to diſcover it {elf to all w 

8 ma; and Marui and his Wife, who had 
this Time counterfeiced an Ignorance of what 
had paſz d between me and Ly/onder, ſeem'd pros 
digiouſiy uneaſy gt it, pretended a Concern for 
the Reputation of their Houſe, ud me in a 
Manner which I little expected from them of all 
the World, and told me plainly that I muſt not 
centinue with them any longer: Nut if I wou'd 
into the Country till I was deliver'd of my 
unthon, they wou'd enquire for à Place where 
I might be in private. I complain'd to Ly/ander 
. Unkiadneſo, but receir d very liitle Con» 
ation from him: He only told me he was for» 
xy they. ſhou'd behave other wiſe to me than 1 
had. Reaſon to expect, but that he belicy'd they 
ant well, and that he cau'd not kelp joining 
with them in the Opinion it was beſt far me to 
go into the Country. My Concern for leaying 
J Plage which contain'd all I valy'd in the World, 
and the cool Tranquility with which he advis'd 
me to baviſh my ſelf from him, were new Stabs 
to my 'alregdy. bleeding Heart; but I had now 
becn a goad while aceuſtom'd to receive Wounds 
that. nature, and my Spirits were too much 
epreſs'd. with @ caminual Weight of Sorrow, 
to be able to exert themſelves to reſent almoſt 
any Liege, Be ſides, what cou'd I da? helpleſs 
$1 was! I had no Friend to whom I durſt make 
Application, and muſt be oblig'd, in the Condi» 


5 


_ Sam I was, tÞ do whatever chaſe in whaſe Power 


had put my ſelf wau'd have me. They were 
6 bus 
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ough 
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cou'd.. As ſoon as I arriy'd at the Place deſtin'd 
for my Abode, I writ to * reminding him of 
the Promiſe 575 Pede! and copjuring him, 
every tender Plea I cou'd. javent, o nabe 
good z but I receiv'd no Amer, Always wi 
a excuſe him as far as 1 was able, I fancy d 

E ter had by ſome Accident miſcarry'd, 

{cnt another, hut to as lutle Purpoſe as before 
hen I grew wild with Grieß, and was ready in 
ne BY overnable Salliet of Paſſiog. te lay nig 

an my own Life— I reſolw'd, at 

if paſſle to et an Anſveer. from. him, : 

Prevail'd on a. Countryman, for. a: goad Gratifi 

ation, to ride ta Town op to delivers 
etter into his own Hands, and charg'd bim nat 

{ame (Foun he had ſeen him. 

ontents of Nhat I wrig were thaſs. 
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vccafion—— Have you with your Love thrown of 
all Pity o and Complaiſance, that you vouchſafe 
not to condole, at leaft, the Ruins you have made? 
Ob moſs Ingrateful ! Cruel ! 'Barbarous of all that 
ever was call d Man !— hat have I done that can 
deſerve ſuch Uſage I it becauſe I have for- 
fook the Ties of Duty, Intereſt, Honour, — given up 
my Innocence, — my Peace, and everlaſting Hopes, 
that you deſpiſe me Monſter For whom oo 
¶ done this Can you reflect it was for you, an 
your ' whole Soul not melt in Tenderneſs, and ſoft 
Compaſſion ?—— Jes, yes, you can !—— Wretch 
that 1 am /———T have caſt away all that cou'd make 
we truly Valuable, and now am juſtly ſubjected to 

ur Scorn But though I live unworthy of your 

ove, my Death muſt ſurely give you ſome Con- 
cern— at leaſt the Manner of it, when you ſhall 
know it was for you I died That my laſt Breat 
form'd nothing but your Name, —— and in the er- 
zreameſs Agonies of my departing Soul, lamented more 
your Cruelty than all that dreadful Separation cou 
infiift—— Oh do not, therefore, trifle with a Paſ< 
fion, "which if the Strength of Reaſdn in your Sex 
keeps you from being too deeply touch'd with, is too 
impetuous for the Weakneſs of mine to reſiſt; and 
who can tell bow far the Torrent muy tranſport me. 
Hiſtory is not without Millions of Examples of Mo- 
men who have dar'd'to die, when Life became a Bur- 
then; and ſure, if any er cou d juſtify Self-murder, 
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for both——The Means of Death are always ea, 4 
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your 
own 


Peftion— Then, though I want a 


| Power of ſwifteſt” 
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own the Pangs ef never-ending e wt 
when too late : remedy, you'll feel Yer f free 
ten and abandon'd as 1 am, when, Jan dead, my 
Ghoſt will be before yon ever, " baunt | all yo 
Dreams—— poiſon your "Pleaſure, and _diftraft Re. 
Voice, my Wrongs 
will ſpeak, and. bags, Your Seeping 4 dience to Re- 
membrance of your Vows —— broken damni 
Vous Heaven That Hes = whoſe Bleſſing 
you have Fairy aig whoſe Curſes you haus impre- 
cated, if ever you prov'd falſe, will then exert tbe 
Fs engeance, and Penitence be vain 
to waſh away your Guilt, or call me back. to Life — 
Fer me, 1 baue nougbt to fear; I feel already all the 
Pains of Hell, nor can another Morid torment me 
worſe than this has done—— Horror and Madneſs o- 
vertake me. I know not what, I ſay, and to my 
other Crimes am ready to add Blaſphemy—— cou'd 
curſe Heaven, and Earth, and Man—— wiſh to be- 
. the World in Flames !-—— the Univerſe diſ- 
eld d Fur all, all. are Foes 10 mretched Cleo- 


mira 1— Oh eaſe me. pity me— Write 10 me— 


fee'me / If not for mine, yet for the Sake of the 


Dear jet unhorn-—— the tender Pledge of our once 


ual Love Think bow the. frig lied Innocent 
* at its Mother's Anguiſb, and 45.4 Lad: Partaker. 
all the J you inſtidt on Iwill, if 
1 ſuppert tbe. galling Lond of Life till the re- 
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Mort of What 1 truly felt. 1 had ſs little Hope 
of Conetr froth Him it was yo — 1 alf the 


Time 6f the Feltow's being 1 had one 
Edtitirit''d Agony, with 5 « 3. that 
St his Return 1 fhoôtt d be more aſtetrain'd of L5- 


nder Cruetty ; and had His = been long, I 
elie ve it wou'd ' have been ittpoliible for 5 to 
have fupported It with Life : Bar the poor Man's 
Speed vor-ron thy ExpeRtarions, eager as they 
Were, and though it was TS Akty les to 22 
In, be diſpatch'd bis Buſineſs, 1 came back 
in two Days; as foon as he ſaw me, be uw F& 
TeRtintoty of ki Suctely in che Bufigel, 

y'd Hits in, and trembling between Hope ope 
feat, k found in ir theſe Word. © by 
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with this Aſſurances ARES We He 


aeg I have gin ge, . I 
Yours fo ever, 


resse 


Von will certainly betfeve I wis not in y 
Serfes, when 1 faſt tell yoo, that theſe few, 
and indeed bat ill-diffembted Lines of Kind 
drove froth my Boforn all the Anxiety that h 
poſſeſt it: 1 thought of nothing now bat Joy 
and Raprure; and in fpite of all the Reaſons 
— had given me, accus'd my ſelf of 1 9 
ſtiee for wfiting to him in che munter I did 
and to make Reparation for the Reproathes 
my laſt, dictated mother accurding to the Tran- 
ſport L now was in [ ought to bluſh at the 
138 ef ſo ſhameful a Weakneſs, but as I 
have prothis'd you a faithful Relation of 4 


Story, will *. nothing that ve you 
5d Noties of of 4 The” or — 
and eh yen + 

hel.” n JCU 


which Cherms like your 2 15. x” 

Bar think Lyſander! think whet no 

mm, 9 #bs ee Hell" 5 to 
E Felittdy : md 

Sar rhofe endearing Ties," I Bute 10 a Fate a 

ny La lewd, id 1 far? ——— 
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Lyſander is all Honour, and be a thouſand Time“ 
has ſworn himſelf my everlaſting Yotary—— How 
bave I wrong'd you then? Divineſt of your Sex !— 
But you muſt pardon me— [ love— am abſent — 
am unworthy— and in ſuch a Circumſtance, Patience 
were a Virtue out of Seaſon—— O therefore, let it 
not be too long before you bleſ5 me with your Pre- 
fence, left I again relapſe /— again be wretched — 
Haſte to my Arms, while Hopes are quick within 
me, while vigorous Tranſport ſparkles in my Eyes, 
and my Soul glows with- pleafing Expectatian Let 
wot the Fervor of my Joy abate, till in your Arms I 


Have nothing left to wiſh, and, I indeed, can ſay thou 


art all mine, as 1 am thine ! My for ever dear Ly- 
ſander ! ER LOT rhe | 
Ĩbine in the moſt paſſionate 
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After this, I liv'd for Gn. Time in more 


zough it was paſt my doubt that he had 


intreagued with Meliſſa, yet believing it but a 
tranſient Amour, of Ibick 


Sung ft 86 kcal” Ro 
weary It no 1D ty to n him: 
And this We his Tenderneſs to me, made 
it wou'd be in the Power of 
| e him ſo far as 
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again return'd, and [ 


ture, who hearing I had left 
ving no Satisfaction from them, 
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not he from him; but after that, my Feats 
— grew reſtleſs as before. 1 
conſtantly walked out every ö into a Field 
that overlook'd the Road, my Expectations of 
meeting him not having quite forſook me. One 


of the Times that I was thus employ'd J en- 


countred a Perſon whoſe Sight gave tie as much 
Surprize, as the News ſhe brought me did i 
tion. It was my Nurſe, an honeſt faithful 'Crea- 
enquir d at 
one; but recei- 
y diligently ak- 
ing among the Neighbours, re — one, who 
by ſome Accident had learn'd it, that 1 ds 40 
2 and ſo, by deſcribing me to che gage. 
Coachman, diſcover'd what Part of the 


Marvir's Houſe Where I was 


I was carry d to; and had travell'd.downlon pate | 


poſe to acquaint me, that my Mother lay at the 

oint of Death That it was believꝰd her Grief 
he my Behaviour had been the Cauſe vf her II- 
neſw— That all ſhe ſeem'd to lament; was the 
Misfortunes ſhe. fear'd wow fall apon me 


and wich d for nothing but to ſee me before eU 


died. This ad Account, Given me by-rhe-pger 
Womaninthe moſt movin K* 
me tu the very Soul I now to conſi- 
der bon it. vas I had abandon'd; aud for:Whom# 
And thei more I reflected on Lyj — 
tude, the tore lograteſul did Hape: 
To be the Occaſion of ai Parent's Death 
Parent who had always moſt tenderly — 
and from whom I never had been abſent ( xiſlith 
Timeiof-myt utterly forſakiag her) wal Bay gs 
gether in my Life, fill dimt with d quſti a IHA. 
ror, that. I er Try . 
ll in 
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che had ſeen me, ſince there was no 


cot my Kfar ſince the fatal Choice I made 
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in Hſauder's Power to baye confol'd me. How 
ladly wou'd I now have teturn'd” to her, and 
ed her Pardon for my Error——: endea» 
you'd io give her Comfort, and never leave her 
more 3 but, alas ! tha Condition: I as in de- 
terr d me from the Execuꝛion of theſe pious Wi- 
ſhes 3 cau'd entertain no Thoughts of appear- 
befure her till I was deliver'd of that Wit- 
of my Shame; nor cou'd the poor Woman 
race me to it; the rightly judg'd, that to 
[i me, 33 | then was, wou'd rather be an Eu- 
44/6; of har — than any Mitigation of it, 
and told me ſhe wou'd return without faying 
to 
be made for my not coming to London, but that 
which had beiter remain untold. The Concern 
which I perceiv'd in the Countenance of this 
Githipl. Creature, and the mannarly Freedom 
Which ſue took in — her Griof for the 
Mis fartuncs I had brought on my ſelf and Fami -· 


he oblig d me to (give her the ie whole Hiſtory 


— my Guardian, and withal con̈jur d 


her to — 4 all 42 — Eoquiry inte Lyſanderts 
„and to ge mea fait h- 
ne what 


diſoover. But it 
@. the hat never learnid to write, and I was 
unwillitg che Secret ſhou'd be trufted: te any o- 
— Hand, therefbre defir'd ſhe wou'd treaſure 
up in her Memory till I came to Town, which 
12775 tn doras Don'as I was bro to Bed. 
did not think it proper to Mor to the 
— was but giving her — na 
heafelf in — Jouiney back, took my | 
* —— with Tes ir — 
yes, 
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Eyes, and all the Marks of an-undiflembled-Gtinf, 
The more I. ruminated on the ſad Relation d 
had made me, the deepen Impreſſion it made 
in my Soul; and that, 8 Lyſander's Un: 
kindneſs, who in ſpite of bis Promite neither 
came nor fent to me, threw me into a Condition 
which is not to be conceivid. The Horrors of 
my Mind had ſuch an Influence over my Bady, 
that it was impoſſible 1 hou'd de able to bring 


2 
living Child into the World; my Youth, hows 


ever, and the natural goodneſs af my Conſtitu: 
tion, brought me through that dangerous Sr 
in which thoſe ho find maſt Raſe, have lirtie 
reaſon to be aſſur d of Life. +I! was fately det 
hver'd of a Boy, hut alas! the Brief:kilghͥd in: 
fant never ſaw the Ligtu, and 1 knew nachivg 
what it was to bea Moher, but the Pains.” :: 
was cortainly guy my Impagence 40! he gen 
from a Place Where F.cow'd:hazeindthangot!Lye 
auder, which made me willing co uſe an) means 
aper: fot the Reocogery of my Strength hüt 
che Hopes of ſerving him, and ——— am his 
own Mouch my Doom, ingiggettod y ro 
ing Spirits, asd enabled me ro endure Lite, Sar 
ther than dye in the terrible Fincemamary E then 
wag in. I found I was in a little more than 
Month's time in a Condition to travel, and was - 
roo. eager to delay a Moment. þwow'd 'not g 
to Marvir's Houſe; I was affurid E hau d- hear 
nothing chere, but What they were order'd by 
DByander to tell me; and the late Unkindneſs tha 
had ſhew'd me, made me reſolue never ta dic 
with om again: but as fopn as dg to Lana, 
went dire ly to my Nurſd'sz Where 1 had ahr 
nouratul Account m_ dear Mother's Dei N 
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had been diſcover'd to her Husband, who, as a 


ſtood in Ly/axder's Opinion; I writ to him, ac- 
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told in fo tender and moving a Manner, that I 
too was ready to expire at hearing it. When the 
firſt hurry of my Grief, for ſo great and irre- 
trievable a Loſs was over, I began to queſtion 
her about Ly/ander : She told me ſhe had neg- 


Peace, but that all ſhe had been able to learn 
concerning him, was that he had lately an In- 
trigue with Meliſſa; that by their ill Conduct it 


juſt Reward for her Infidelity, entirely caſt her 
off; that ſhe was now reduc'd to the ſame 
wretched Circumſtances this injur'd Gentleman 
had took her from that Lyſander had little Re+ 
gard to the Miſeries he had contributed to bring 
her to, and ſhe was become one of the moſt ex? 
pos d and unpitied Women in the World. I 
confeſs, I was ungenerdus enough to find ſome 

ittle Conſolation in the Knowledge of my Ri - 
val's Misfortunes; not but, as much Reaſon as I 


had to hate her, for being the firſt Occaſion of 


the Affection of Lyſander from me, 
I ſhou'd have highly diſcommended him for his 
Neglect of her, in her Affliction, had it fallen 
on her only through her Love to him; but as I 
xnew her Inclination to be fo amorous (to give 


—— 


t no worſe a Name) that it had influenc'd her 


to commit aumerous Faults of the like Nature, 
and even without the leaſt Temptation, 1 look'd 


on her as unworthy Commiſeration · But to leave 
Her to all the Miſeries which attend a common 


Proſtitution, I reſolv'd to know how I now 


5 him that I _ come to Town, and 
ſiring to ſee him. When 1 had done that, I 
199 4 4 began 


* 
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began to conſider my Affairs as to my Money. 
I thought it unſafe to be lodg'd any longer in 
Marvir's Hands, and employ'd one to bring him 
to an Account; but that Villain had made ſuch 
Bills, and manag'd every thing ſo much to his 
own Advantage, that of my three tho 
Pounds, I found I had not much more than. fif- 
teen hundred remaining. The Perſon who 1 
had engag'd in this Buſineſs knew very well 
what my Father left me, and perſuaded me to 
have recourſe to Law. But the other knew him- 
ſelf ſecure enough as to that Point; and When 
it was hinted to him, he writ me a Letter to tell 
me, that if I inſiſted to bring him to any pub- 
lick Account for the Mony he had laid out, he 
cou'd eaſily prove it had been expended only for 
my Uſe, and bid me conſider that in the Condi- 
tion I had been, there vas Occaſion for more 
than a trifling Sum, to bribe thoſe to Secrecy, 
who were oblig'd to be entruſted with the Know- 
ledge of it. This was enough to let me ſee, if I at- 
tempted any thing againſt him, he wou'd ex- 
ſe me in the moſt ſhameful Manner he cou'dz 
I was glad, therefore, to accept what little I cou'd 
get, without daring to moleſt him for the reſt. 
ut I will not (my dear Belinda) detain your At- 
tention with any Particulars of this, which (in 
Compariſon with · my others) I look'd on as a tri- 
fling Vexation. , Above a Week was paſt ſince 
I ſent to Ly/ander, and he had not yet anſwer'd 
my Letter: I was very well aſſur'd he had re- 
ceiv'd itz and tho' I had little Hopes of the 
Continuance of his Affection, I expected from his 
Complaiſance ſome ſort of an Excuſe for the In- 
humanity he had been guilty of z my Amaze- 
| F 3 e + hy 
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The BRITISH REeüusx. 
„n at this tnloot'd-for Slight was almoſt e- 

aal t6 my Grief: I now indeed felt more Ret 
. ut than I had ever been capable of befobt. 
Vember to che th me,; nor write after ſo lo 
an Abſence; and all I had ſuffer'd on his He 


Esdünt, cou'd make me conſider him no other 


Wieß that as the vileſt, and moſt juſtly to be ab- 
RON of all His Seck. And ſinee 1 had no othet 
Fay to revenge rtfolv'd to uſe thy Pen tb him 

Mi uch a Manner as ſhou'd let him know I was 

16 cf inſenſible of his Indighities, than I had 

Feen of his Love; but before T did fo, an Acci- 

Cent hippen'd to give me a freſh Theme for my 

Reprotches. Going thro” the Strand ont Day 

If a Chair, it/ was ſuddenly ſtop'd by x Footman, 

Who told me his Lady defir'd to ſpeak with me, 

And entreated I wou'd come into her Chariot. 

Neither the Livery nor the Wearer of it were 

Skradgers to me, und I knew he helong'd to a 

Tally, who when I frequented the Court was 

vnd of my preateft Torimates, and I immediaxely 

anlcbarg'd my Chair, and did us he deſif'd. Nu - 
thg cd receive me with greater Demonſtra- 


Tiens bf Kiridfief thin Semantbe, (for fo 1 ſhall 


Een Her) and uſter (he had keuth upbraided me 
Wich breach ef Friendſhip, for net letting Her 
kndw Whert I had been all the time of my ab- 
ſebndeng, began to ask me à thouſand Queſtions 
eur my Affairs: But mine was 4 Story vet 
FTraproper ts Be related to Kerywhie, tho! I knew 
Räd 4 great dea of Gogd-natare, ' was for of a 
Temper to Have approv'd my Phocecdingh; and 
-thefefort I turn d the Difcourſty as ſobn as 1 cou'd, 
intò in Efiquity after her AMifs, wont 
 thgtiuoufly inform d me ofy erde fuſpectin 


very 
: the 


EF 


annere 


aner that ſhe nati d eee co. Fr 
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Effect of what ſhe told me. I am (ſid Wy: 
near changing my Condition; bor rhe 

who has prevail'd on me to do it is ſo truh 
ſerving, that without 4 _—_ I may e 
that the ſogner 1 yield to his Deſires, th 

er I make thy ſelf the happieſt of my 8 Wn | 
Madam! (ety'd 1 interrupti ber) r 

how you depend on the Sincer ty of Mankind 
it requires more Experience tha of I 
Miſtreſſes of, to form any juſt Judginetit of tRitit 
Deſerts. It is no 90445 that 15 talk ſo (re- 
ply'd ſhe) ſnce I have not yet told you the Natie 
of my Charmer; but when I have, I doubt tiot 
but you will acknowledge, & all the Wotld wn 
know him do, that every Perfection that Meas 
ven can adorn a Mortal ith, are er d ont; 
Adthitd-—Oh God! who was it, but thy 


have blaſted the more than this orie Mes: Ant 
1 believe the moſt artful of all T 1. Tot“ 
not in ſuch a Circumſtance habe 12 het 
Confuſion; bur the Shock was too thighty tot 
my Weakficf to ſuſlain, aud wholly depriv'd\b? 
Speech, 1 fell againſt the fide Pe Cd 
fetiſelels, and ih 15 Appearance #1 and can 
25 to my ſelf till L * brotight to wee 
in gs: The firſt ching . — A ke 47 


my Eyes war het 
= my Maids to uſe] — 1 2 A 7 
"The Sight of her, and the * 
e had told me, threw me ag 
indo Corwulſiom, Which who for ſome Tim 1. 
and wheny at hits I had garherd Power ed (| 
ir was im ſuch a faſhion ſo wild, and ſo G 
fes d, that che Standete- y bene! Was dale 
with a ſudden fit of Frenzy. I defir'd a Chair 
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5 ht be call d to carry me Home; and making 
ſome ſort of an Apology, I know not what, for 
the Trouble I had given, took leave of my hap» 

Rival. My poor Nurſe (for I had been at 
her Hout ever ſince I came to Town) was ter» 
ribly alarm'd at the Condition ſhe beheld me in, 
and, when I had repeated the Occaſion, of it, 
joyn'd with mein the moſt bitter Curſes we ,cou'd 
both invent on the Perfidiouſneſs of Mankind: 
I;remain'd for ſome time in mortal Agonies, un- 
able ro determine on any thing: Sometimes I 
was for returning to Semaxthe, to acquaint her 
with Ly/ander's Engagements to me, and implore 
her, to forbear any farther. Invaſion on a Right 
I had ſo dearly purchas'd — Sometimes I was 
for going to Ly/ander's Houſe, and by publickly re- 
preaching him. with his Vows, deter him from 
the Breach of them - but Modeſty rejected both 
theſc Reſolutions as ſoon, as form'd; and by my 


55 's 1 (who fear d that proceeding 
to any Violence would be altogether un-availing, 
and pul Ferve to expoſe me more) 1 contented 
my kel with uttering the Fury I was poſſeſs'd 

in a Letter; which tho' incoherent and di: 
ſtrafted.as my Mind, I believe you will not think 


ir too ſevere for the Occaſion. 


n nad: 4 a egen | 
Ta che Inconſtant, Ungenerous, and Per- 
22H via 5 fidious Lys AN DER. 5 1400 
een Dos. lee ie age a 

Haus ſo long, ben accuſtom'd._ to knllighities from 
1 you, that had I not in Poſſaſian your Letters, 

od believe I bad been enchanted auth ſome delight- 
ful Dream, and that there mever was any. farb thing 
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The Bx1T1Sn Rectuges 53 
in Reality, as that Lyſander cou'd take the Pains to 
make me believe he lov'd me, fince for no other Canſe, 
than returning the Paſſion he pretended, he now 
can uſe me with a Brutality as unexampled as my own 
Meanneſs of Spirit, which has hitherto ſuffer d me to 
fit down tamely with my Wrongs, and not endeavour, 
at Itaſt, a ſuitable Revenge—Poylons and Dag- 
gers are the Upbraidings you ſhould receive from me. 
inet 1, fond Fretch! have ftill ſubjefted my very 
Will to yours, wrung my own Hands, while you 
bave rung my Heart—— nd when a rhou/and | 
times, with more than Devil-like Cruelty, you've - 
conjur d up all that was raging in me, with my own 
Tears I baue appeas'd that Tempeſt, which only 
Blood — your deareſt Blood ſbou d have bad Power 
to quell, — Not one Particular of your Baſeneſs is un- 
known to me Cold ——cold Betrayer Dart 
defigning Villain Your Negleft, your Abſence, your 
Silence all ſprung but from one Cauſes that curſed © 
Mutability of Temper, which damns balf your Sam, 
as fond Belief and Tenderneſi does our IT was 
not Ignorant of your Intrigue with Meliſſa, even fr 
the Beginning, to the. guilty Rapture which concluded. 
iter I was patient, and but to Heaven accus'd 
yon of Perfidiouſneſs——Fool that I was, I hop'd 
Trath, my Canſtancy, and Softmii, in Time, migh 
make a Convert of you—— But now, now that I 
find jau are for: ever loſt; that Marriage is about 
to give another that Title, which alone is due to me, 
by Jour own Vows, * by all thoſe Sufferings I have 
bought it wind om, 1 grow, indeed, lite you, 
1 — Feind] and methinks — ſmile at Milthief 
% if you canrrmif your dare attempt to make 
Semanthe yours, ,may the Prieſt, about Zo joyn yon, 
he Bruck Speechleſic—— May Earthquakes Arty 
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borrente of yotur Mockery of the facrtd 8 
bad mirk the Bridegroom for a vile Pyphaner 


But, Oh'! ſoba'd all the Curſes which ty — 
deſerve, an jealous Fury cas indem, fall on on 


for me, i 
om her Ams, dubai don it avail ?— 
Cou'd it afford ont grain of Comfort to my tormonted 
. Sou] ?—No.=Shtce you ve mine no drr, bb mat- 
ter whoſe==Thlir Heart 15 tof; for ber of to me; 
and wben cohipar'd with that Jou Birdy is De. 
0 on thej—==ptrſhe the Dicture] of jour chang- 
Nature, I Prong of P, aht wcnn 
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17 im poſtible fot a h to de, when onee a Wo- 

5. man; by forfeſ nnen 

95 Power to . er a he 8 | 

2 1 

its 'To Cub ain * 

if I your lunar with ſome Sorprizt, bar with 
none of that Tenderneſ5 you ſeem to aim at inſpi- 


ring; or What Vedlly has poſſeſs'd my Soul at reading 
ſome of your former ones; nor can you blame my 
Chengs of Numont, fince your on Extravegance bas 
been the Cauft : Bee vd nit, Cleomira! uubatr ve 
in our Digs of Courtſvip ng we profeſi, the Exceſs of 
any Paſſien is ridiauous to 4 Man of Send 3 and 
Love, of all others, more excitts o Mirth, than owt 

Piry===Thut fois „ wth which your Sen 
25 — in before Bod ent eb 

7 


. 


a 
wo 


the Rr of iy — | 
bud # longer Continaance y 2 40 there is nothing 
mere unitary al, rhun th u Woman ſhob'd expel a 
Mut tak bs in Love with ber always, the beſt way 
0 retain bis Cotplaifarice is, not i ö 
his Altehivion, or oblige bim, by u froubleſami inp 
portanity, to "explain himſelf in the laune i m 
um fore'd 10 db t %,; I confeſs. akeeld, u. Tus 
— — who/e Difcreriom uni 
1 dope, prevent any of cbeſe Diſement: 2 
fits, which ff matie my Au wb you gro 
vafie: That I ont ud yony I forall ever ailtniee- 


* and den v ͥ br as jaſt in aſariag jou 
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The BRITISH REcLusE, 
pear in your Letter, are tos frequently met with in 
Stories, to be wonder d at, and are of- as little Con- 
ſequence to move me, to either Fear, or Pity, as your. 
proclaiming the Occaſion wou'd be to the Diſadvan- 
tage of my Reputation; but if you can reſolve to con- 
fine your Paſſion within the Bounds of Prudence, tho' 
yon loſe a Lover. you ſhall always find a Friend in 


. 


1 am very apt, indeed, to believe that Lyſan- | 
der in this ſpoke the Senſe of all his Sex; and 


one wou'd think that ſuch an Eclairciſſinent was 


enough to have cur'd me of all Paſſions, but Diſ- 
dain and Hate Nothing fure was ever fo in- 
ſulting, ſo impudent, ſo barbarous; yet was my 
Soul, and all its Faculties, ſo truly his, that tho! 
at the firſt Reading I reſolvꝰd nat to think o 
him but with Deteſtation, I relaps'd immediately, 
and inſtead of wiſning I had never ſeen him, 
found a ſecret Pleaſure, even in the midſt of A+ 
gony, in the Reflection that he had lov'd me 
once; And, if at any time a ſtart of juſt Reſent- 
ment rouz d i gr — 1 2 
give it vent in Curſes, a Power ſuperior to Ra 
. the flying Breath, and chang d it — 
Bleſfings. I ſtill-lov'd him with ſuch an Adoration, 
that l couꝰd not bring my ſelf to think that any 
thing he cou d do was wrong, and began. indeed 
to lay the Blame of my Misfortune on my own 
want of Merit to engage the Continuance of his 
Affection, rather than on any Vice in him; and 
it was with all the Difficulty in the World, I for- 
bore writing to him again, to tell him ſo.— Was 
ever any Infatuation-—— was ever any * 
a | equa 


1 


2 


„„ „r 


| — pc ae her Diſcourſe in this Man- 
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equal to mine! Oh God! the bare Remem- 
brance of it makes me contemn my ſelf, and ac- 
knowledge, that a Creature ſo meanly Sou'd on 
ſerv'd no better Fate. 

The poor. RecLuss for bras: 'Moments was. 
able to proceed no farther; a thouſand mingled. 
Paſſions now ſtruggled in her labouring Breaſt, 
with too much Vehemence to be ſuppreſt; and 
throwing her ſelf down on the Couch the ſat, on, 


began again to my out the Anguiſn of her Soul, 


in a Torrent of Tears. Tho! Belinda cou'd not 
forbear, ſimpathizing w with her, yet finding that 
her Grieſs were indeed paſt Remedy, — — 
Pons: ſhe. cou d ro wou'd any: way avail = 
Conſolation; and only bore 228 


this Dumb Scene of Sorrow: But the — 


had too much Complaiſance and Good - nature, 
to be able to endure the Influence, ſhe ons 
ber- Afliftions had over che tender Diſpoſition! 

of the other, and compoſing her ſelf as well at 


loi 7 


geit (aid, che) T cond. have found Words of 


Force ſuſficient to have vented any of thoſe vn? 


rious Paſſions which tormented me, my affſicted 

— , perhaps, might have receiv'd ſome lictls 
tervals of/ Eaſe ; but there: were none to! ex 
preſs a Condition ſuch as mine To love to 


| . higheſt degree of Tenderneſs, what I ougbr 
to — prevn te 


To adore what I knew de- 
ſerv'd my utmoſt Scorn,. : To have bary'd: Hope, 
and wild Defire ſurvive, —To have Shame, Re- 
morſe, and all the Vultures of conſcious Guilt, 
W onumy aking Thought, To wiſh: for 
_—_ yet Senſe remain, was Miſery! was 
Horror, 


wo 


AE. | 4 
FF Theo BAITIsu REcuuss. 
Horor, ſure, without a Name! A thoufund 
Fimes in a Day 1 — ran End to 
Life and all its weight of An : Nor was it 
| Reaſon or Religion, but m Y the Confidera- 
tion that Death wou'd take from me all Power 
of hearing what became of Lane chat pro- 
ſery'd. me. 
Thus did 1 noch iF ſuch a State can be calf'd 
Life, till the Day of Zy/ander's Marriage; but 
l when I heard that, imagine ou behold a Wrench | 
in _—_ moſt raging Fir of De und it wy 
— 8 Lon ogy but a - wake one, of 
t I then a ? tore loaths, m 
Face, my Halr, threw my l on the F 4 
beat my Breaft, made 'the Houſe ring with e 


choing Shrieks and Lamentations; and was * 
reſtrain d by my Nuſe from running in this man- 
Was 


ner to the Church whore the Ceremony was per. 
—— and it was but when 1 — ety». 
Strength to ra 7 partly by Force, and 
7 by Perſwa fic Ks? gor 3 into Bed: The 
iolence of my Agitarion threw me into a Fea- 
ver; but though 'd take nothing bur what | 
Exas com ww to, and committed Exerar 
ciesin this FLlines to have kill'd rwenr 
oi much a ſtronger Conſtitution / than my 3 40 
yet I couꝰ'd not die: In ſpite of the Maliguity | 
the Diſtem ſpito even of my-/#f, I reeo+ 
verd. Bur not all the bodily Indiſpofſtion I had 
endur d, had bron able to weaken rhe-Pafſions of 
mySoul; I ſtih low d, and Kill! 'd— My 
Thoughts were always with 1710 /ander, and” pu 
ud Him every where, even to the bridal Bed, 
that Grave where. all y Hopes were buried. 1 
nne Houle happening, unluckily, to * 
8 treet 


* 


18 @. as 


my 


. nope TA GO C#un.10 LESootT.caf@, 
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Street pret wear tha in which rd 
as 2 as 1 had” Strength to walk about my 
Chamber, I had the Mortification from my Win- 
dow to behold him and Semanche; now! his Wife, 
$ by in their Chariot, almoſt ber oa Þ You 
may believe this Sight gave no ſmall Addition to 
the Horrors of my Deſpair z but I wilt not pre- 
tend to repeat what is was : 1 folt whenever theſe 
grating Obje&s met my Eyes; it ſhall ſuffice to 
ytwWas more has I du bear, and | reſolvd 
to rid my ſelf of hat I ibn endur d, without _ 
any Apprehenfions of what Futurity might give. 
Death was wy deteratin'd Care, but in what | 
manner I ſhou'd a Des mag dn, Br 9 
dy; and, after; « le hors OE „ 
fon. was che Megns 1 iu d on, not only 
the moſt decent, but alſo ohe — private Way 
I cou'd perform this 'Decd of Deſperation ; for 1 2 
was unwillin Og the World ſhows f be ſenſſble of | 
when I had done, and when I was ao more, pa 
ſerve my Shame ſtill flagrant with thoſe ſcuxril . 
Disti; which Adﬀtiars of übe. Kind $wasxbourto © 2 
do, = always . We 13 3 250 
my Intentions from m 3 m ; 
. Teſs — Cvor me, bi FE re bal 
keit « Chearfulnefh," which Heaven knows" wad 
far diſtant from my "ewes. The | 335 
was overjoy'd to. 
much more eaſy than 1 bees i 
ene Day, unſuſpe&ed, to procure 5 
T'had recotirſe tò an Apethecar. 
usd te make up Medicines for Bur N 
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2 run mad, and having made Uſe of a thou- 
d Experiments for a Cure for him in vain, and 
not enduring to have him deſtroy'd any other 
way, I wou'd have ſomething to give him, to 
put an Eod to his Miſery in the moſt gentle 
manner I cou d; ſomething of a ſleeping Potion, 
I faid, which: by degrees ſhou'd ſeize upon. the 
Sears of Life, and give a ſure, but Death. 
The Man look'd on me with a good deal of 
Surprize, and, as I thought, more Penetration 
than I deſird he ſhou'd have; but, after a little 
Panſe, went about mix _ the Compoſition: I 
was very well pleas'd to think I had f. ſo artfully 
deceiv? J bim, and came home with the Phyſick, 
which I deſign d ſhou'd make a perſect Cure of 
all my Miſeries. As I was going to drink it, I 
began te think I cou'd not leave the World in 
Peace without a Fare wel to my unjuſt, hut ſtill 
too dear Lyſander z and 21 up ſore Paper, 
Writ ro. him theſe Lines. - #3723 Hug 1 111 


„ iar ai Suns 


To the dear Ruiner of ySoutand Body 


A Ne for you, was built on 6: more aſt 
ing Foundation than that of your 'i to me, /a 

not all your, Cruelty can haue Power to ſhake it 1 
ns 2 r ene to defire 1 ſonui d be 
cannot hope, nay, nom you are aur 

15 1 5 not wiſh any future Ti eftimonies of my Ae 
fection ſbou A I pleaſing, I take, the only means to 
rid you. of the; Trouble : A Dranght of yy — 
before me, .apd., the. Moment I conelude this Letter 
tate my Jaun to that World whence there, -is 
no Return will, be my Portion there I know 
a but am ſure 6. this, that if departed Samt prom 
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found me d reſs d 4s T had ern al Day, and Wirk 
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any Intelligence of what's actes dere, your Pity for 
my Fate will mitigate the ſbarpeñ Torments, A ten- 
der Sigh ſometimes, not even my Rival wou'd deny; 
and perhaps, a Time may come, when you ſhall own 
1 merited much more I do not, however, wiſh you 
Hou d be touch'd too deeply with Remorſe— Tou are 
too dear to me, for me to defire t6 give you Pain 
Remember me, if you can, with [ome little Softneſs— 
Make not my Sufferings the Subject of your Ridicule, 
nor ſeem pleas'd if you hear others do ſo; and when- 
ever my want of Beauty, Mit, or any other Chatm, 
riſes as an Evidence again me, let my exalted Ten- 
fe fill ballance that Deficiency 3 and reſtedt, that 

2 1 have liy'd, ſo now T die, my dear, dt, L- 
di bas . e 
50 n genre 


4 4 


2 2 8 he? 
rg. 
bf „mien n 


„ kept thy Word, indeed; for as ſoon as 1 ha 

ſeal'd pr oy 1 drank the Ingredients 1 bad 
brought home with me—— I drank it without 
the leaſt Alarm, or any of thoſe Apprehenſions 
which ſo terrify the Minds of moſt People at the 
Approach of Death, ſo much had Deſpair Hard- 

ned my Heart, and ſtupify'd my Reaſon. In a- 
bove an Hour, eithet the Draught ite or the 
Force of -my Imagination that it muſt be ſo, ope- 
rated ſo ſtrongly«chrough my Veins, that I grew 
exceeding fick ; and. ring rhe Effects wou'd 
come befor I had Enel joſe Affairs I had in 
my Head, I call'd haſtily for, my good old Nurſe. 
It was almoſt Midnighty and ſhe was in Bed, abd 
believing I had been: ſq toog. was not à little. 


1 


frighted when ſhe came into my Chamber, and 


ſome ; 


r 


Fr in my Countenance, as the ſaid, of « 
orror impoſſible to de cxpreſs'd. I ſent for you 


oe 1) to 'ake wy everlaſting Leaye— to thank 
U 


u for the fait Services| have receciv'd from 
ou, and to make what Recompence my leſſen'd 
ircumſtances have left me Power to do. wy 

poor r ftar'd in my Face all the time 
Rog but the Aſtoniſhment ſhe was in 
Has HY either incapable of n me, 


or took away the Pöwwer of anfwering : Be not 
furpriz'd (reſum'd 1) I tell M yo u this Night— I 
know not but this Hour e laſt of 1 Life— 


Therefore, while] 4 © Vojc to utter the Mean 
ings of my Sou ou be attentive, and 
perform my laſt . b e certainly thought 
my Griefs had ld my Brain, and haſtily in- 
terrupting me, as I ſpoke theſe Words, For Hea- 
on — Madam, U ſaid ſhe) give not way to 
Nes of IS Melancholy 3 Jeu are 
8 wed chock etty well recover'd from 
an 1 in which we had juſt Reaſon to deſpair 
you You are now, as it were, riſen from 
he Grave, and the figna | Delivernnce ows that 
| you are deſtin'd for happ pier Days than thofe you 
et have ſeen—— Ab ? do not hen (continued 
ie, With Tears in her Eyes) endeavopr to diſ- 
appoint the Deſigns of your all-wife Preſerver, 
by e 5g Grief to ro pr upon your Senſes for 
an unw 9 whom at our 
return of Reaſon you rſt ſcorn. eo 12 
r her to proceed in this Mavner, b 
her of from what the was g oing do A Ni 
er I;) if by an ill tim * 2 ufd 55 
you wou'd not forfeit x all that g. 


non Sou Fidelity and Obedience 17 den 
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d once more I tell you, that I cannot 
will not live—Death is already buſy at my Heart, 
and, if I make not haſte, may rob me of the 
With I now can form, ee the Glory of 
ſerving to the laſt a Miſtreſs, who if ſhe had the 
Power wou'd more expreſs her Gratitide-—— 
wow was in few Words; by all that Truth and 
Honeſty which I believe you poſſeſs'd of, I conjure 
vou to deliver a Letter you will find on the Table 
into Igſandor s Hands, the Moment I expire, to 
tell rh that his Ineonſtaney was my Death, and 
to relate the Manner of it in the moſt movin 
Terms you can invent. This is all I have to wk 
or to command, to my Funeral order t 48 
jou pln, bur bur let me not be laid roo nem my 

uty Aſhes ſhou'd difturb the 
Eicred ** 8 477 — hee temains of 
broken — after I am laid in Earth, is yo 
Tbough I fpoke this with all the Solemnity tit 
le it was to little Purpoſe, the ſtill took it 
the Effects of my Melancholy, and to 
reſume her Diffwafions from wn ſuch fad 
Thoughts ger the better of my Neaſon; and T 


vn forc'd to tell her what I had done, before T 


cou'd make ber believe I was in any Danger of 
Death. Bur never did 22 rea} Grief 
ar more lively than in the Face of this pooy 
Wieich, at What I told her: At firſt ſhe was 
entirely mute, and when ſhe had Power to ſpeak, 
her Words were nothing but Exclamartions 7 
Then, on a ſudden, thinking they were ing 
was running for a Phyſician, for a Divine, 
raifing the whole Town for my Preſervation ; nor 
cou d any thing I ſhou d have ſaid have _ 


= if my Strength 9 


"her 
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bY her into a Chair, and holding her there, —_— 
Wl her to hear me tell her, that the Poiſon I had 
= taken was not of a Nature to be expell'd, or if 
40 it were, had now lain too long in me to be de- 
riv'd of its Operation. Nay (ſaid I) put the 
11 Fil that what I have done, ſhou'd, by any means 
if that I ſhou'd be compell'd to uſe, be rendred 
Fg + fruitleſs— not all the World ſhou'd force me to 
live another Day—— If I cannot die the way I 
chuſe, ſtill I will ſome way — if not by Poiſon, 
* there are Knives or Cords -—. My Garters may 
ll be my Executioners Or if deny'd theſe In- 
1 ſtruments, you cannot hinder me from ſtrang- 


i | ling my ſelf with my own Hands, or daſhing 
3 out my Brains againſt the Wall To thoſe re- 
: | ſalv'd, Death always is at Call. I ſpoke [theſe 
Af Words with a real Deſign to do as I faid, and if 


ſhe had got Liberty to have brought any Perſons 
in to reſtrain me, I had certainly that Moment 
taken ſome unfailing Method to prevent any o_ 
they cou'd have done to fave me: But with the 
ind the like Speeches, at laſt I perſwaded her to 
content herſelf with lamenting my Deſperation, 
without endeavouring to do any thing to remove 
it. And having convinc'd her of my Obftin 
to die, to ſpare the Infamy of Self- murder, ſhe 
promis'd me to keep the Deed conceal'd, and 
ive out I died of an Apoplexy : Bur I thought 
| ſhou'd never have prevail'd on her to carry the 
Letter to Ly/ander,' her Abhorrence to him as 
the Author of all my Misfortunes, and now of 
my Death, was ſo great, that ſhe aſſur'd me the 
Task of dying with me wou'd be far leſs ſevere 
than the beholding ſuch a Monſter ; but my 
Tears and repeated Entreariss: at. laſt overcame 
221 N all 
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all her Scruples, and I engag'd an Oath from her 
(for I wou'd not in that Caſe truſt her Promiſe) 
that ſhe wou'd in the Morning ſee him and ſay 
all that I requir'd. In a very little Time after 
I had brought her into the Diſpoſition I deſir'd, 
I found a prodigious Heavineſs, like that indeed 
of Death, ſeize on my Spirits; and making no 
doubt but that the fatal Moment was at Hand, 
with my Nurſe's Aſſiſtance (though, poor Soul, 
ſhe was in too great an Agony to be able to af- 
ford me much) I got my ſelf undreſs'd'and put 
to Bed, where I had not lain long before I loſt 
all Senſe of every Thing— Lyſander's Charms 
his Cruelty— my Ruin and Deſpair, were now 
no more remember'd— Oh! if one were ſure to 
enjoy that Tranquility in a real Dearh, that I 
did in my imaginary: one, none' wou'd furyive 
their Happineſs. At my return to Thought, that 
is, when — loos'd from the Bands of Sleep, 
for it was no more which had bound down my 
Senſes, I was in a Conſternation-tmpoſhble to be 
we dented look'd on ——— round the 
Room, and I believe twou d have been pleaſant 
enough, if any body had been Witneſs of it, t 
bave obſerv'd the Oddneſs of my Behavicul at 
my firſt waking : I remember'd very welf what 
had paſs d before I went to Bed, and cow d not 
reconcile ſo ſeeming: a Conttadiction as that 
ſhou'd be ſtill in a World I believ'd I had taken 
tuch effectual Meaſures to be freed from. As 
was in this Dilemma, my Nurſe came into the 


Chamber, not with her Eyes oerflow'd' with 


Tears, and 4 es Hands, as ſhe had done 

the Night before, but with all the Marks ef 

moſt perfect — and kneeling down by 
3 the 
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the Bedſide, 4 her Joy in moſt fervent 
S to t 8 which had 

graciouſly been — 1 to wa Fore the un- 
natural Purpoſe of a my Heart. I cou'd not for- 
— interrupting ber Ejaculations by ſome wild 
ort of Enquiries, how I came to be ſtill livin a 
which the Slaberky ſatisfy d me in theſe Wor 
When I had left you ( faid the) in all Appearanc 


80505 
dead, I began to 3 of the Promiſe you had 


oblig'd me to make, and it being near Morning, 
got my ſelf ready to go with your Letter, reſol- 
ving to take no Notice of your Death to my Fa- 
mily till my Return: After I had diſcharg'd that 
unwelcome Errand, I found a Man waiting 
home to ſpeak with me, and he told me, the chief 
of it was to enquire if a Lady who lodg'd here 


was well, and then nam'd yew : | was too much 


confounded at the Queſtion. to be able to anſwer 
without trembling and faultering in my 
eech, though; as well as I cou'd, I faid !! ho- 
ped you were, that I left you ſo laſt Night: I 
with (reſum'd he, taking me aſide) hes con- 
tiaue ſo. Then, Madam, be told me be was 
| Voice Apothecary from whom you had demanded 
Poiſon, but eſulpecking you deſign'd it for forms 
other Uſe than what you-precended, and fearing 
if he ſhould deny, you might procure it from 
me other, he had deceiv'd you with an , 
which cou'd be no way prejudicial to the Health 
of the Perſon that tabk it, though it wou'd hold 
the Senſes in a much deeper and longer Sleep 
* what was Natural He faid alſo, hat 

had caus d you to be watch'd home, to the 
that he wicht relate the Truth to thoſe a- 
t ou, 11 an —_ of what he imagin's 
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bis Servants to turn me out of Doors, and walk'd 
from me as unconcern'd as though I bad brought 
him an Account of the moſt indifferent Aﬀai 

that cou'd have happen'd; I was too well ſatis- 
fy'd in the Integrity of this good old Woman to 
Hike the Truth of what ſhe ſaid, and it was 
now that I began to feel rhat Reſentment which 


by a thouſand Barbarities he had long before de- 
ſerv'd. And, after ſome lirtle Struggles between 
departing Tendernels and growing RS "Tis 
done (ſaid I) Reaſon, at laſt, has gain'd a Con- 
queſt over all that Softne/s which has hitherto be- 
tray'd me to Contempt — Now I will live, and 
Love alone ſhall die Nurſe brought ſo. many 
and well-grounded Arguments to ſtrengthen me 
in this Reſolution, and expreſs'd her Meaning in 
a Manner ſo much beyond what cou'd be expect- 
ed from her, that I have often thought ſhe 
was that Moment inſpir'd by Heaven to aſſiſt 
my Weakneſs. In ſhort, I gave the Thoughts 
of Death entirely over: I cou'd not endure, how- 
ever, to appear publickly in the World again, 
and as L/ander believ' d me dead, I was willing 
every Body elſe ſhou'd do fo too; 1 order'd a 
Fill to be drawn according to Law, in which I 
made Nurſe my Heir and ſole Executrix, and the 
Has perform'd every Thing I defir'd' with ſuch 
Exactneſs and Fidelity, that not a Relation or 
Acquaintance has the leaſt Notion of my being 
living; It was ſhe who heard of the Convenience 
of this Houſe for boarding in, but I wou'd not 
let her come to make any Agreement for me, 
Ma ſhe might chance to be known, and con- 
ſequengly., the Perſon ' ſhe recommended giels'd 
Ma- 


e 0 hag PF, e being hers 


* 


Ws 


[ 


The BRITISH ReoLuss, 389 
nages my little Fortune, receives the Income of 
it when due, and gives me an Account of it eve · 

Quarter, which is all the Buſineſs, I have to 
45 in this uneaſy World. Thus, Madam, have 
I given you a faithful Account of the Cauſes 
which induc'd me to this Retirement; and 1 be- 
lieve, you will own that they are ſuch as merit 
no leſs than my whole Life's Contrition. For, 
as Mr. Waller very clegantly expreſſes it, 


Our Paſſions gone, and Reaſon in ber Throne, 
Amaz d we fee the Miſchiefs we have done! 


Though Belinda had conceiv'd the higheſt 
Eſteem and Friendſhip imaginable for this fair 
Unfortunate, and was willing to offer every thin 

in her Power for her Conſolation, yet ſhe cou 

not diſapprove the Juſtice of her Lamentations, 
or the Reſolution the had taken of concealing 
herſelf. So much of the Night was taken up in 
the RxcLusx's Hiſtory, that Belinda was oblig'd 
to defer her's till the next Day; but the other 


engag'd her to come into her Chamber early in 
G the Morning, and as ſoon as Breakfaſt: was over, 
2 WW demanded the Performance of her Promiſe, which 
[ ſhe readily comply'd with, and ſtruggling with 
- ſome Sig „ Which her akeing Heart ſent forth, 
1 on recollecting the Paſſages ſhe was about to ut - 
r ter, began her Relation in this Manner. 
© ye Story of BELIinDaA. 

CT 


1 Cannot (ſaid ſhe) boaſt either of a Family or 
1 ie or acquir'd Endowments, which 
oou'd entitle me to thoſe Hopes the lovely and 
accowpliſh'd Cleomira might reaſonably depend 


73 on: 


SHE IE 
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on: My Father was, indeed, a Gentleman, and 
if his Eſtate was not the greateſt, yet it was ſu- 
perior to moſt Commons, who had taken ao 0 
ther Meaſures to enlarge their Poſſeſſions than 
what was conſiſtent with Honeſty and that tran- 
quil State of Life, which, I believe, he won'd 
not have forſook to have been Mafter of both 
Indies And though my Education was only ſuch 
as the Country affords, yet, had I follow'd thoſe 
Precepts which my Infancy was taught, it bad 
been ſufficient to have reſtrain'd me from doing 
any thing which cou'd draw on me the Con- 
tempt of the World. I had the Misfortune to loſe 
both my Parents within « Year of one atother; 
but my Father (who was the lorigeſt Survivor) 
had, a little before his Death, provided me a 
Husband, a Gentleman who long had lov'd me, 
and who was, indeed, deſerving of a much bet- 
ter Match: His Perſon was extteamly gracefol 
and well turn'd, his Behaytour - affable ro all, 
and complaiſant as far as Sinrerity won'd permit, 
his Solidity of Judgment and ſound Reaſonii 
ſurpriz d thoſe of twice his Years, and thou 
he had a peculiar Sweetnefs of Difpofition which 
made it impoſſible for him to be art Znemy to any 
one, yet was it temper'd with à duc Regard t 
bat Principle of Honour which forbids atiy 
Friendſhip with the vicious Part of Mankind, or 
for any private End or Intereſt to, pretend it : 
Virtue and Fit, though in never fail'd to 
excite his higheſt Praiſes and moſt zealous E- 
ſteem, and Folly and Baſens/s, though adorn'd 
with Grandeur, tis Contempt and open Dert- 
ſtation. It was impoſſible for a Heart fo 1 

unprepoſſeſ d as mine then was, to m 3 


rr 


fin'd for the Celebration of our Marriage 
on the ſudden Death of my Father, which hap- 
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Odjection to 4 Perſon ſuch as I have deſcrib'd, 
eſpecially when recommended by a Father, who 
I — renderly 16v'd me, and was moſt watch- 
ful for m Happineſs z but as 1 had no Repug- 
#ance, fo aſſo I had no extraordinary Satigackion in 
the Thoughts of this Match : I felt no Hopes, 
no Fears, no Wiſhes, no Impatience, nor knew 
what 'twas to be anea/ſy or tranſported. When 
I ſaw Woribiy (for that was the Name. of this 
excellent Man) I was well enough pleas'd, in- 
deed, but when I ſaw him nor I was the ſame; 
in fine, every thing was indifferent to me, an 

had this Iaſenſibility continu'd I had liv'd one 
of the moſt contented Women in the World. 
Every Thing being concluded on, a Day * 

7 


pen'd about a Week before, for Decency's ſake, 
it was put off to a longer Time ; nor cou'd 
Worthly (ardent Lover as all his Ackiont ſpoke 
him) fay any Thing to the contrary. He con- 
ſtantly viſited me every Day, and I looking on 
him as a Man ordain'd eaven, and him who 
had the Diſpoſal of me, for my Husband, allow d 
him all the Freedom of Converfation imaginable, 
The Alteration which the Death of my Father 
had made in our Family, gave him an Opportu- 
nity of proving his Love and Generoſity in a man- 
ner which juttly render'd him very dear to my 
Efteem (oh wou'd to Heaven it had to my Affeftion 
too) but I have ſince found there is an Infinity 
of Diſtance between Love and Friendſhip. M 

Father, little ſuſpecting he was ſo near his End, 
had made no Vill, and being poſſeſsd of ſcarce 
any perſonsl Eſtate, and the real deſcending to 
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my Brother, then a Student in the Univerſity, 
it was generally fear'd among our Relations, that 
my ſelf and younger Siſter wou'd be entirely 
Portionleſs: This Diſcourſe ſoon reach'd Worth- 
ly's Ears, and he came to me one Day with a 
more than ordinary Satisfaction in his Counte- 
nance, to tell me, that nothing cou'd have hap- 
pen'd more lucky for his Wiſhes, than this means 
of teſtifying to me and the whole World, that 
-It was my Love alone he was ambitious of, and 
that he was ſo far from defiring my Brother ſhou'd 
make good any thing of what my Father had 
e d, that he wou'd not be depriv'd of the 
lory of proving himſelf not altogether unwor- 
thy my Regard, by marrying me without a For- 
tune, to receive with me the Treaſure of an Em- 
pire. I muſt have been void both of Gratitude 
and common Senſe, if I had notfacknowledg'd 
this Behaviour to have been generous above the 
Rank of ordinary Lovers; D N when 1 
conſider'd it cou'd be none of thoſe idle Compli- 
ments which Men are often full of when a gk 
think we have no. Occaſion to make Uſe of their 
Service: I knew Wortbly's Temper too well to 
ſuſpect the Sincerity of what he ſaid, and knew 
alſo, that he was too well acquainted with my 
Brother's Character to expect any Thing from 
him. He was when he lelt our Houſe extream- 
ly Wild and Thoughtleſs, wholly addicted to his 
leaſures, and ſeem'd ſo litile inclinable to any 
ſolid Reflections for the good of. his Family, or 
himſelf, indeed, that it was the univerſal Diſ- 
courſe of the Country, that he wou'd make but 
an ill Uſe of his Patrimony: But he diſappointed 
the Belief of every Body; add when he came 
3 rom. 
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from the Univerſity, (as he did foon after my 
Father's Death, to take Poſſeſſion, he being more 
than of Ape; ) he made it appear that Learning is 
the beſt Poliſher of the Principles, as well as 
Manners, of thoſe who apply themſelves ſeri- 
ouſly to it. He ſettled the Aﬀairs of the Fa- 
mily in a faſhion, beyond what cou'd have 
been hop'd;z and having heard of my intended 
Marriage with Forthly, and what my Father 
deſign'd to give me, ſaid he wou'd be far from 
contradiQing the Will of ſo good a Parent, tho” 
not compell'd to it by any farm of Law; and 
ſending for a Scrivener, not only made me Mi- 
ſtreſs of the Fortune which had been promis'd, bur 
bound himſelf to give my Siſter the ſame, when- 
ever ſne ſhou'd Marry or come of Age; and 
becauſe there was no ready Mony lefr, he made 
over the Eſtate to pay ir, reſerving only to him- 
ſelf a Competency to maintain him at the Uni- 
verſity, whither he ſoon went back, and deſigns 
to continue ſome Years. My Brother's Gene- 


roſity did nor, however, leſſen my Obligations 


to Yorthlyz, my Eſteem for him encreas'd daily, 
and he had, indeed, ſo many excellent Qualities, 
that it was impoſſible, but the more one knew 
him, the more one ſhou'd find to admire: In 
fine, all that I knew of Love was his, nor had 
I the leaſt Notion, there was any thing farther 


in that Paſſion, than what he had inſpir'd me 


with.—— Happy had I been never to have been 
undeceiv'd, but my ill Fate decreed: it orher-- 
wiſe, and fad Experience ſoon inform'd me 
20 the Effects of Love are not Tranquility and 
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Church) ſince the Death o Father, Wor 
wou'd needs perſuade me to go in his Coach to 
ſee a famous Horſe-race, which was to be run 8 
few Miles diftant from the Place where 'we 
liv'd: There was a prodigious Concourſe of Peo» 
ple, and great part of them of the beſt Faſbion 
in the Country round about; the Sight gave us 
a great deal of Diverſion and when it was over, 
Werthly conducted my ſelf and Siſter (for I took 
ker with me) to a Houſe, where there was a 
noble Collation prepar'd for eur Entertainment; 
and in this, as in every thing elſe, be reftify'd the 
Pride he took in obliging me: As we were re- 
Wrong Home, the Coachman having drank too 
enti 


ully, drove in ſuch a furious Manner L 

ite of his Maſter's often calling to him to t 
that we were over- turnꝰ d; none of us were 
hurt, but this Accident was the accafion of 2 
Mis fortune much worſe than any thing chat cou'd 
have happen d by the Fall. A Gentlemen who 
was riding the ſame Way, and ſaw all ther ps 
came up to us, and alighting from bis Here, 
= us ſeveral Compliments on the Occafion, 
d, perccivipg the Cendition our Coachmen 
was in, entreated Worth to accept of a Servant 
he "ar yp" bs 0 bo ſaid had — drove 
a it very well: The 
Fright that my Siſter and I were in made 
Wartbly gladly accept of the Offer z and imme- 


diately 2 by his Maſtcs's Com- 


mand, chang s with the Coachmas: All 
the time our little Journey, the obligi 
Stranger rode by the Coach fide, and entertaid 
us with a world of Gallamtry; for, 9 the 

| arms 
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22 of bis Perſon, which nothing fare cou'd 
er equalizc, his — * W had ſome» 
thing in it ſo inc ber that h 
ches ſeen him, ae 10 0 have appear? 
kf6 lovely. The REcLvusE cou'd not forbear 
ſhaking her Head, and lghing, at theſe Words 
as delieuing it impoſſible Man to be 
ſeſt of Graces, which cou'd obſcure thoſe of her 
Lyſander z but ſhe wou'd not interrupt the other 
by entring into an Argument, whic 


dable they ſhou d not eaſily agree upon. d cad. 


went on thus. Hortbly (cant inued ſhe) wes in» 
finitely charm'd with his Converſation, and gave 
me to underſtand, when we came near Home, 
that I cou'd do no leſs, in return to the Civili- 
ries he had ſhew'd us, than invite him in: My 
mplaiſance for him was ſufficient to have 
made me yield to his Deſire, in a much greater 
atter; but, alas! I granted this with a Plea- 
re, SHEN ok that Time I knew not the mean- 
ing of 1 nor once imagin'd, that from the Wit 
Beauty of this lovely Unknown I had drawn 
in an Infection at my Eyes and Ears, which mi- 
ing with my whole Maſs of Blood, was to poi- 
ſon all the Quier of my future Days: I cannot 
awhile in 5 


tell you what "twas I kel, 


but it was a Mixture © tn ein A ght — Py 
ftay'd not very long * our Route c 
impatient to have Nm at his own, chat — mi gb 
in a Faſhion which be wou'd not take the 

dom to uſe in ours, requite the Civilities we had | 
receiv'd from him on the Roadz and it was not 
til I was left alone, and had Leiſuse for Reflecti- 


% that I found my ſelf unhappy enough toe 
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for this Stranger, what Forthly's conſtant Aſſi- 
duity, and my Knowledge of his many Virtues, 
never cou'd inſpire, I ſuffer'd many Conflicts 
on the firſt Diſcovery that it really was Love, 
which ſo ſuddenly, and without Reaſon, had ta- 
ken Poſſeſſion of my Soul: My juſt Senſe of the 
Obligations I had to Forthly, and my Engage- 
ments to him, (from which I cou'd not without 
both Ingratitude and Diſhonour recede) and my 
wild Paſſion for a Man, who, perhaps, might 
never regard me with any thing more than an 
Indifference,——a Man who 'twas likely might 
be already married, or prepoſſeſs'd with a more 
deſerving Object. —— a Man whoſe Temper, 
Principles, and Circumſtances, were altogether 
unknown to me, fill'd me at once with Shame, 
Remorſe,iConfufion, and Deſpair. My Mind in 
this Diſorder, twou'd be needleſs to ſay it was 
impoſlible for Sleep to enter my Eyes; I paſs'd 
the Night in a manner vaſtly different from all 
I had ever known before; nor did the Day 
bring any more Tranquility. In the Afternoon, 
Worthly, according to Cuſtom, came to viſit 
me; but, alas! his Preſence was now no longer 
welcome, nor cou'd all his good Qualities have 
render'd him ſupportable, had not his whole Diſ- 
courſe been of the too lovely Stranger. He told 
me, that he had been inform'd by himſelf of all 
his Circumſtances; that he was a Baronet, his 
Name Sir Thomas Courtal; that having made the 
Tour of Europe, he thought his Travels wou'd 
not be complear, unleſs he cou'd be able to giye 
as good an Account of the Kingdom he was 
born in, as of others; and to that End, was 
proceeding in his Progreſs, thro* every County 
: in 
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in which there was any thing rare or valuable to 
be ſeen. He added to this Relation, ſo many 
Encomiums on the graces of his Perſon, the 
harms of his Wir, and the ſeeming ſweetneſs of 
is Diſpoſition, that had I not been already too 
much prepoſſeſs d in his Favour, what he ſaid was 
enough to have made me ſo. Preſuming on m 
Intereſt with you, (ſaid this unſuſpecting Lover) 
I have engag'd, that you ſhall give me leave to 
bring him to wait on you ſometimes, while this 
part of the Country is happy in his Preſence; 
which I hope (continued he looking tenderly on 
me) will be long enough to ſee me bleſt in the 
Title of your Husband. O God! with what 
Emotions did my Beſom ſwell, when he pro- 
nounc'd theſe Words! a thouſand times I was a- 
bout to lay open all the weakneſs of my Soul, 
and warn him of ſo dangerous a Gueſt; but 
Shame as often depriv'd me of the Power.. 
Ves, I proteſt, it gave me a Concern I cannot 
well expreſs, to ſee this generous, this undeſigning 
Man, thus lay a Snare for the Deſtruction of his 
own Hopes: Yet, how cou'd I avoid it, with- 
out making a Confeſſion roo ſhocking for my 
Modeſty or bis Paſſion to be able to ſuftain? In 
fine, I having ſaid nothing to oppoſe it, he 
brought him the next Day to viſit me, and they 
became ſo intimate in a little time, that he ſcarce 
ever came without him. O what a Tryal was 
this for a Heart ſo inexperienc'd as mine! How 
did I ſtruggle to repel my daily-encreafing Wiſh-' 
es? and how ſtrenuouſly did 1 endeavour to out- 
ballance Courtal's enchanting Graces, by the ſolid 
Perfections of the other? Bur all in vain; the 
towring Flame grew — by my Attem 


pts to 


quell 
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quell ix, and a little time convine'd me, that Al- 
mighty. Love deſpiſes all Controut. Woribiys 
continual Sollicitations for the Celebration of 
our Marriage, render'd hin more diſagreeable, 
and the Trouble he put me to in finding Ex- 
cuſes to delay it, made the Sight of him intolte- 
| Fable: He had too much Penetration, not to dif- 
cover there was an Alteration in my Behaviour; 
but. having never receiv'd Teſtimonies of any 
thing more than my Eſteem, imagin'd it pro- 
ded only from the little Inelination he had 
ways found in me to change my Condition, and 
redoubled bis Preſſures in fuch' a manner, as 
made me ſtand in need of much more Artifice than 
I was Miſtref of, to put him off, without _ | 


* , . 


him into the Secret of my Reaſon for | 
heighten my Averſion, and ſtrengthen my Ob- 
inacy in refuſing him, I had of late obſerv'd in 
the charming GourtaPs Eyes a certain Languiſh- 
ment they were not us'd to wear; I often heard 
bim ſigh, obſerv'd bim to look pale and tremble 
When on any Occaſion he touch d my Hand; _ 
Dh — to know, were infalli- | 
Tokens of a Tenderneſa, far beyond that which 
ſprings from bare Eſteem. And while I flarter'd 
my fond Wiſhes with a Belief, that I was ſecret- 
belov'd by bim, I began inſenſibly to hate 
he other, Wm I look'd upon as the only Bar 
twixt me and all the Joys this World cou'd 
give. Tho! #arthly was one of the moſt obſe- 
quious Lovers that ever was, yet he was too 
eager to brook a Delay, for which he cou'd af- 
ſign no Reaſon; and finding me ſtill more and 
more averſe to any Diſcourſe of Marriage, he 
ſollicited all my Relations and W 
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ſpeak to me, and learn the Cauſe, if 2 
why I ſhou'd now refuſe, what (if my Father's 
Death had nor deferr'd) had been granted with 
my free Conſent many Months before. I ſuffer'd 


a a vaſt deal of Perſecution from all thoſe People 


he had engag'd in his Intereſt, and I know fiot 
what the unanſwerable Arguments they pleaded 
in his Favour might not at laſt have ed me 
to, if he had not (Oh ill- directed and untueky 
Choice) employ'd even his ador'd Rival too in 
this Affair. I was one Day in my Chamber mu- 
fing, and full of unſettled Reſolutions, When T 


was told that Courtal was below; his very Name 


alarm'd me; but when I came down; and found 
he was alone, tis impoſſible to gueſs at my Sut-- 
prize: he caftly perceiv'd it in my Countetahee, 


and approaching me with the moſt humble and 


ſubmiſſive Air, A Gueſt, Madam! (ſaid he) of ſo 
Mttle Merit as the unhappy Conrtal would have 
ſmall reafon to hope a Welcome here, if his Pre- 
ſumption were not authoriz'd by him, whoy 
bleſt with the Divine Belindas Love, knows 
the way to obtain Pardon for himſelf and me == 
From Worthly, Madam! (continued he, petcervin 
F was filent) the fortunate Forrhly, 1 am ſent to 
tell you how much he lnguifhes under the Im 
poſſibility of waiting on you this Evening, atfd 
ro aſſure you (if you cart doubt it) that cho” uns 
hcky Affairs detain him from your Preſenee 
his Sout and all his Wifhes are with you. Tho! 


I was | prodigiouſly confounded td find” that 


Worthly had engag'd him to this Viſir, yet 1 was 
much more * his manner of telling it me; 
but after I had de ſir'd him to ſit, Any Friend of 
Norrbiy's (anſwer d {+ (hall always find „ 
„ H 2 from 
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from Belinda: But I think, ſo much is owing 
to the vaſt Merits of Sir Thomas Courtal, that 
there can be no need of any ſecond Name to in- 
troduce him any where. I defign'd theſe Words 
no other than a Compliment; but the Confu- 
fion with which I ſpoke them, gave him too 
much Reaſon to believe I had a farther Meaning; 
and looking on me with Eyes which ſeem'd to 
read my Soul, —Oh God! (ſaid he) what ſweet 
Enchantment do thoſe Words contain! The 
powerful Spells diſcloſe an opening Heaven to 
my raviſh'd View! and wrapt with Joys immor- 
tal, make me forget the Hell of Miſery I am 
doom'd to. Then, after a little Pauſe, and. 
venting two or three Sighs, which ſeem'd ſo 
vehement as tho? at each his Heart were rent 
in ſunder; Pardon, Madam (reſum'd he) the 
Violence of a ſudden Tranſport, which ſome 
deluſive Hopes that Moment fir d me with, and 
made me neglect the Buſineſs which alone has 
given me the Boldneſs of waiting on you. I 
elt, all the time he was ſpeaking, Emotions, 
which I know not how to account for; I have 
already told you that I had diſcover'd, or fancy'd 
that I had diſcover'd, by ſome Looks, and 
Words, which ſeem'd to be unguarded, that he 
lov'd me; and tho' I defir'd nothing fo paſſio- 
nately as to be aſſur'd he did ſo, yer I dreaded 
the Eclairciſſment, and began to tremble with 
Fear that he ſhou'd ſay ſomething which I was 
altogether unprepar'd to anſwer; . I have often 
reflected ſince, how filly my inward Perturba- 
tions made me ſeem : Conrtal muſt certainly guels 
from what Sourſe the, Diſorders he perceiv'd in 
my Countenance proceeded, or belieye me to be 
e i FT 4 H extremely 
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extremely wanting in Converſation; and I was ſo 
ambitious of appearing amiable in his Eyes, that 
I know not if I wou'd not have choſe he ſhou'd 
be ſenſible of the Truth, rather than impute my 
Behaviour to any natural Defe&: But Whatever 
his Thoughts were, he eas'd my Confuſion, by 
immediately falling into a Diſcourſe of Worthiy. 
He gave him Praiſcs which, tho' not more than 
he deſerv'd, were more than I was willing to 
hear, at leaſt from the Mouth that ſpoke them; 
and then began to tell me how ill the Impatience 
of his Love made him brook my delaying to 
= him a Happineſs, which he had ſo much 

auſe to hope wou'd long fince have been com- 
_ ; and that he beg'd I wou'd aſſign ſome 

eriod to his Sufferings, that he the better 
might be enabled to endure them. If before I 
was alarm'd at the Apprehenſion of Courtal's en- 
tertaining me in — Manner; I was now 
ten times more fo that he did not. It ſta 
me to the Soul to find, that when he had ſo 
favourable an Opportunity to diſcover his Senti- 
ments, he ſhou'd employ it in a Theme, which 
(if he had thoſe Inclinations that I had flat- 
ter'd my ſelf I had inſpir'd) muſt be ſo diſagree- 
able to his own Defires! My Fears now turn'd 
to Indignation! I rag'd to think my Wiſhes had 
deceiv'd me! and half deſpis'd him for his In- 
ſenſibility! I wonder (ſaid 1, with an Air which 
I believe had a good deal of Contempt in it) that 
Nortbly ſhou'd take the Meaſures he does 
does he think to teaze me into Compliance? 
and can he imagine, that any thing he can ſay, 
or the Perſons he employs, will influence fo far, 
as to make me _ is not conſiſtent with 
9 2 3 my 
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iy Inclinatiovs 7 I am not diſpos'd to Marr 
—__— leaſt, as yet; and if 1 never ſhou'd de dg, 
he ought not to expeſt I ſhou'd do a Violence 
to my own Humour, to pleaſure His. Theſe, and 
the like ridiculous Kxpreſſions, which my Vani- 
ty, or my Love, or both, drew from me, were 
ſufficient to let Cortal fee how little real Ten- 

derneſ I had for his Rival; and daubtleſs en · 

courag'd him to make the Declaration he pre- 

{ently did. Ah Madam! (ſaid he) you are but 
little ſenſible what the burning Impatience of a 
Lover's Wiſhes make him ſuffer, what ſtrong 
Convulſions, —whar Soul-rending Pangs invade 
the Breaſt which throbs with doubtful Expecta- 
tion For my part——cou'd I, like Mortbiy, 
Hope as all, who know you, muſt like him 
adore, I ſhou'd be le. enduring far Thoſe 
lovely Eyes ſhou'd ne'er have leave to cloſe, or 
view another Object but my ſelf, nor Night, 
nor Day wou'd I be abſent. — F'd follow where- 
ſoeler you went, and with imploring, dyin 

Looks, with ſoftning Tears, with Groans 
and all the natural Eloquence of moving Paſſion, 
hang on ydur Feet, and graſp thoſe happy Gar- 
ments, till Coldneſs, Coyneſs, and Reſerve was 
melted down, Hand your whole Soul was 
Tendernefs and Pity. 'You might be miftakeri 
(reply'd I, briskly) for if 1 did not hu, ſuch a 
Behaviour wou'd make me hate. True, Madam 
(reſum'd he, holding down his Head, and figh+ 
ing) I know from the Unlov'd, all Proofs wou'd 
be unwelcome, and tis that Knowledge has de- 
l me from diſcovering h I fetl j Eiſe 

ad my Eyes and Tongue, oer nom, diſelos d 
my Saul, and told Belinds ſhe engroſt d it —_ 
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Bur, hopeleſi . meritleſt I have in Scertt 
borne the feſtring Wound; nor durſt implore 
my fair Phyſician's Aid, leſt inſtead of Balm, ſhe 
ſhou'd apply à Corofpre..—Even this, pethap! 
(conrinu'd be, taking one of my Hands, a 
eagerly kifling it) you wou'd think t60' great à 
Recompence for the eternal Loſs of my Repofe. 
Tho' this Declkratjoh wou'd have prodigiotf]! 
diſorder'd me before, yet being made at 4 Tit 
when I had juſt given over, either the Hoprs, 
dr the Fears of hearing any ſuch thing, it cons. 
founded me much tfiores 1 knew' not what to 
fay, nor how to lovkz I cou'd not ei, and 
was unwilling to exconrage + But at laſt; rhinkit) 
it beſt to take the middle Gourſez I affected td 
turn his Behaviour into Mefriment, and with 
much Gaiety. as Leou'd put oh, I dire [w6 
Arms 1) there id no Danger of your loſing you 
epofe fot any Woman in the Wotld. ——Yox 
have tob much Viſdom to be much in Leaves” ah 
moſt of your Sex have too much i, and tos 
little Good-warwre, not to deſpiſe the Effects of 
thar Paſſton, | where-ever you peretive them. 
How Madiim, NPI he) ſuch ' Words 
coming from a Mouth, like ours, carry à Seve- 
rity in them more cruel than any thing Þ cu'd 
apprehend from fo angelic a Compoſition; —— 
While you tell me I have Viſdon, and that F 
know not Love; you give the greateſt Proof you 
can, that you think tne an Jdeotz for to adore 
Belinds is fare the higheſt Yi/dom, and to be in- 
ſenſible of her Chartns, is the laſt degree of Folly 
and Srapidit. Ah wou'd to Heaven! (bohrt. 
nued he ſighing) it were as much in my Power 
to inflaenes you to 9 for my Suffetings; 
177 4 ot as 
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as it is to convince you of the Reality of them. 


I never doubted your Gallantry (anſwer'd I, ſcarce 


able to retain any part of that Humour I had aſ- 
ſum'd) but if I had, you give me now a ſufficient 
Teſtimony of it, in fo artfully turning the Diſ- 
courſe we were upon, which indeed was too 
ſcrious to be pleaſing, into a Raillery much more 
entertaining. He wou'd not ſuffer me to pro- 
ceed, bur falling on his Knees before me, and 
looking up in my Face with a Tenderneſs unut- 
terable, Oh hold (cry'd he) lovely Inſulter! 
give not to the moſt Almighty Truth, a break- 
ing bleeding Heart, e er yet ſent forth, ſo 
injurious an Epithet.— By Heaven! by all 
that Man adores, —— — by all we are taught to 
hope, to fear, or wiſh, you are dearer to my 
Soul than Health, than Grandeur, Knowledge, 
Light, Life, or my eternal Peace, —than every 
thing that Language gives a Name to. Bur 
I may ſparc — Proteſtations (rejoyn'd he, after 
a little Pauſe) too well do thoſe enchanting Eyes 
trace their own Power — even now they pene- 
trate, they pierce my Breaſt, and read much 
more, oh infinitely more, than I can ſay. — 
He wou'd have gone on; bur the Tread of ſome- 
body coming down Stairs oblig'd him to break 
off, and reliev'd me from a Perplexity I know 

not how I ſhou'd have got through: It was my 
Siſter who came into the Room, juſt as he had 
riſen from the Poſture he was in; but the Con- 
fuſion that ſhe perceiv'd in both our Faces, made 
her (as ſhe ſince told me) gueſs what ſort of Con- 
yerſation he had entertain'd me with; and, be- 
lieving it wou' d be little agreeable to me, that 
he ſhoy'd have an Opportunity to renew it, ne» 
| ver 
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ver left us while he ſtay'd. He cou'd not, in- 
deed, after ſhe came in, expreſs his Sentiments 
any farther by Fords, but Looks, which I already 
too well underſtood, explain'd his Meaning, and 
certainly, tho” at that time I knew it nor, met 
with a Return too kind from mine. Juſt as he 
was taking his Leave, he got the Liberty to ſay 


ſoftly.— Oh Divine Belinda remember me! 


Pardon, and Pity me. Alas! 'twas I 
had only need of Pity; for never did any Crea- 
ture pals a Night in greater —— than I 
did 15 ſucceeding one. My Engagements to 
HWorthly, and the Impoſſibility of breaking them 
without rendring my ſelf odious to all who knew 
me,. — my already furious Paſſion for Courtal, 
and the little Aſſurance I had of the Sincerity of 
his, — my Ingratitude for the ane, and Weakneſs 
for the other, ſhock'd all that was noble and ge- 
nerous in me, and made me incapable of Eaſe: I 
had all to fear, nothing to hope, nor cou'd I form 
an Aim, which if obtain'd, cou'd give me per- 
fe& Happineſs. If I ſhou'd marry Worthiy (ſaid 
I to my ſelf) how wretched muſt I be! Con- 
demn'd to loath'd Embraces, and the deteſted 
Task of forc'd Civility———by painful Duty re- 
ſtrain'd from even the Wiſh of better Fortune; 
yet Jnclination ſtill at War with Virtue, guilty 
and innocent at once, and miſerable in both 
or, ſhou'd I indulge my Paſſion in the too char- 
ming Courtal's dear Society, cou'd I expect Con- 
tent! even in his Arms, my breach of Promiſe, 
and Ingratitude to Forthly, his Deſpair, and the 
juſt Cenfures of the MA. World, wou'd 
embitter all my Pleaſures, turn the dear purchas d 
Bleſſing to a Curſe, and make my fancy'd Hea- 
810 . ; ven 
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ven a real Hell. In this manner wou'd the dif- 
ferent Apitations which rormented me, make 
me argue with my ſelf: Honour, Reputation, 
Gratitude were on Woritbiy's Side; but what are 
tbe/e when onee oppes'd by Loy !- Comtal's 
bewitching Charms filenc'd, at laft, all other 
Conſiderations, and Paſſion had entirely van- 
—— Reaſon, if my Doubrs of his Sincerity 
ad not interpos'd: I cou'd not be afſur'd he 
lov'd me, becauſe he told me ſo; or if he did, 
how long his Paſſion might continue. I had 
heard and read too much of Men's Inconſtaney, 
their Flatteries, their thouſand Arts, to hire 
weak Woman to Belief and Ruin, not to trem- 
ble when JI thought there was a Poffibility he 
might not be exempted from thoſe little Baſe- 
neſſes of his Sex. Theſe' Meditations were 
the troubleſome Compenions of my Pillow; nor 
cou'd my domeſtic Affairs, my Siſter's agrerable 
Prattle, nor all the Amuſements which the Day 
brought with it, have power to drive them from 
my Thoughts: My Body reftleſs as my Mind, 
diſpleas'd at every thing, uncaſy every where, i 
wander'd up and down from Room ts Room, 
till I heard Worthly was come to viſit me. I was 
little prepar'd, and leſs deſirous to have ſeen him, 
but in the hurry of Temper had forgot to give 
Orders for my being deny'd. I receiv'd him in 
fuch a manner, as let bim plainly ſee he cou'd 
net ds me a greater Diſpleaſure chan in ſtaying 
with me; he cou'd not forbear taking notice 
of the more than ordinary Coldneſs, and indeed 
Peeviſhneſs of my Behaviour; and gave me'ſome 
Hints, tho' with all the Reſpect in the World, 
that a Paſſion ſo truly ardent: and unblamable as 
* his 
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his had ever been, might bave expected a more. 
favourable Return There was too much Juſtice; 
in his ( jats, for me to be able to anſwer 
them, and therefore endeavour'd to quell them, 
by telling him that, as there was no, body to 
whom I was oblig'd to be accountable fort my. 
Actions, to find fault with what 1 did, was not 
the way to engage me to a Change. Madam! 
(ſaid he) I never yet have been preſumptuous e- 
nough to find fault with any thing. you think 
fit to do; but now. begin to ceaſe the Hope of 
ever perſuading you to any thing in my Favour. 
I well ſee that in loſing your Father, I loſt 
my only Friend. had he liv'd, your Obedience 
to him woy'd have given me a Bleſſing, which 
I now deſpair of obtaining from your Leve. He 
loak'd full in my Face as he ſpoke theſe Words, 
and -offer'd to take me by the Hand, which K 
drawing back with a Reſerve which came pretty 
near to Rudeneſt, I find (reſum'd he) my Pre- 
ſence is unwelcome, — l will therefore trouble 
you no farther at this Time. May Heaven in- 
ſpire you with more grate ful Sentiments, or give 
me 2 Heart able to ſupport your Cruel ty. 
He had Power to uiter no more, but turning 
haſtily away, went out of the Room in ſuch 
Diforder, that it a little mov'd me; but theſe 
good · natur d Emotions laſted not long, and 
what entirely chas'd em from my Soul, was u 
Letter I immediately after receiv'd from Courtaly 
the Words of which were theſe. 


Jg wither pſt of Hg be «Sn 
it is @ Sin only againſt our own Happineſs, à d 
which all Mankind, who (ce you, mut r gnilty , 
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and which Heaven who gave you ſuch Reſiſtleſs Beau- 
ties muſt inſpire you to forgive, Les, you are too 
Angelic to condemn us for Faults, which are not in 
our Power to avoid. 7is my preſuming Tongue, 
not Heart, that has offended; I need not entreat your 
Pardon for loving you, but for declaring that 7 do 
ſo, there is, I fear, a dreadful Cauſe, -I ought, in- 
deed, to have dy'd in Silence. ' I know not but your 
Soul, in ſpite of your Yeſterday's Efforts to conceal it, 
is wholly taken up with a more deſerving Object, and 
the Impertinence of my ill-tim'd Paſſion may have 
diſturb d thoſe ſoft Idea's which mutual Tenderneſs 
affords. —— Tell me, Divine Belinda! if I have 
been ſo criminal, Death ſball be at once the Puniſher 
of my Raſbueſs, and Cure of my Miſery ; but if your 
Breaſt has any room for Pity, Oh! give me leave to 
try at leafs to inſpire it: None ever bad a Plea 
more juſt, none wou'd be more truly grateful than 


Your eternally devoted 


-- You may judge with what Tranſports I read 
this Letter, by thoſe your ſelf has felt. at re- 
ceiving any thing of this kind from the charm- 
ing Ly/ander : And I thought J had a prodigious 
Command of my Temper, that I forbore giving 
any greater Demonſtrations of my Joy, than 
what the following Lines contain'd. | 


T impoſſible either to read, or hear you without 
I allowing you to be the moſt accompliſh'd, moſt. 

gallant, and witty-of your Sex; but whether to be 
able to retain thoſe Graces, be conſiſtent with a wy 
= 7 
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Jo ardent as you wou'd perſuade me yours is, can only 
be judg'd by thoſe vers'd in the Town manner of ad- 
dreſſing. I have often heard ſay, by thoſe more Skill d 
than my ſelf, that the greateſt Symptgms of a true 
Paſſion is to be depriv'd of Utterance, and Iucobe- 
rence in Expreſſion; and as ] have not Vanity enough 
to imagine there is any thing in me capable of engag 
ing you to the Reality, am unwilling to be made the, 
Property of an Amuſement only. However, with. 
that Sincerity, which we in the Country prefer to 
all things, I aſſure you that my Heart is utterly un- 
prepoſs'd with any Idea of Mr. Worthly, farther” 
than his good Qualities inſpire in all who know him 
and all my ſofter Wiſhes are at Liberty to extend 
themſelves wherever they ſhall find an Object de- 


ſerving, by his Conflancy, the Regard of 


BELINDA.' 


I paſs'd the enſuing Night in infinitely more 
Tranquility than I had that before; Love ha- 

niſh'd all the remains of Gratitude which had ſo 
much diſturb'd me. I gave a looſe to all the 
Tenderneſs it inſpir'd, and in return, it flatter'd. 


my fond Wiſhes. with a near Proſpect of inex- 
preſſible Delight: To heighten my Felicity, 
early in the Morning the aſſiduous Courtal ſent. 
me a ſecond Billet, in which I found theſe 


972 TH what Words, Oh moſ# Divine Belin- 
; da! ſhall I expreſs the Rapture of my der- 
joy Heart, at reading your dear, obliging Letter / 
Even the Diſtruſt you ſeem to have of my Sincerity, 
is capable of giving me no Pain, while you vouchſafe 
| RO N * AG 
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to aſſure me there is mo g greatty Impedimont ts my 
Hopes This my faithful Services will ſoon remove y 
but had a Per for of more Merit taken up your Saul, 
T mnſt for ever bade deſpair d. Permit ne then 
to begin the pleafing Tust of proving what I am, this 
Afternoon, and by giving me an car leave to breath 
out my Soul in Fows of everlaſting Trurb before you, 
convince me (of 10hat is indeed ton vaſt a Ble ſins. to be 
eafily believ'd) that you will not bs diſpieas'd ts find 
the moſt tender, and moſt 1. 5 an well as "hs whos 
EN of 68 Layers Rb) | 


wen adoring”. 


Con TAL. | 


The emi Sincerity of th theſe few Lines fob- 
duced my caly Faith, and I reſolv'd no longer to 
diſtruſt my Happineſs. — he is all Angel 
(cry'd I in a 4 Rapture) divinely charming in Soul 
as Ven bn Body, 1 muſt wy; win — believe 
him! f in this hurry of uni! ly Joy, writ bem 
an Anfwer in thefe ords. ny 


Ts, he an ber- Ina, or np X 
juſtly be taken for Srupidit ' feign' 
ſtnfibility of your MAttraions Nh Jiu Proudef# "of wy fe 
85 e ore econ at's, ae 
T oe 5 it bout a Bluſh to find "myſelf that In 41 
envy'd Woman wou d gratifie an Ambition, 4 
unknowing .yau.. there cou'd not le N ground a 
favaur of your Yi ts however, 1 os 2s ad gets 
how toreceive : Worthly, how | ſmalt's part ot he he 
badin ny Beart, bas met with ar nt 
Father, and in obedience to his Commands, om m 5 
and Prudence forbids too ſudden a mn in an * 
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of fo much Conſtquence ; but if I find you in the tithe - 
od behind our Houſe, about ſive this Evening, you 
ſhall know more of the Sentiments 7 
waar ry Ros |} 
' You will, doubtleſs, wonder, that a Maid ſo 
litthe accuſtom'd to Converfation ſhou'd not ſtart 
ae the very Thought of an Aſſignation ſuch as 
chis ; but whether it were that the Inexerience 
of the World and the Bafenefs of Mankind kept 
me from imagining the Danger, or the Violence 
of my Paffion from regarding it, I muſt leave t 
the Charity of your Opinion. But, I confeſs, EF 
felt not the leaſt Regret for what I had writ, 
and had no Uncaſineſs but what ſprung from my 
Irapatience for the appointed Hour z at laſt it 
cane, and While f b che Click; may! Soul 6x3 
ulted with x Pleaſure which till then I never 
knew. I believe F need not teſl you I found 
Courtal in the Wood ready to receive me; you 
weil eafity imagine, chat rhe moſt trifting inen 
nation will, before Enjoyment, wing the Aﬀidui> 
ty of that ungoverw'd and inconflagt Sex; hut E 
wiſh there were z Poſſthiliry of informing you iu 
hat manner he accofted me, for there 'was 
ſomething in it fo much beyond Imagination 
charming and engaging, that it in Part wowed 
juſtify my Behaviour toward Rim Alf bis Ge- 
Rares were ſo humble and befeeching, yet withal 
ſd 13 All his Looks were ny d 
wich ſuch a piercing Softneſß All hig Words 
expreſd ſo real = Tenderneſs, ſo perfect a Sin- 
cerity, and fo pure à Teal, that even you, tos 
ſadly skill'd in the vile Arts of falſe decetvir 
Man, muſt Rave beliey's and truſted 


9 


him 2 E 
walk d 
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walk'd- with him, heedleſs of the ſwift paſſin 
Hours, till Day was almoſt ſpent, and it was nor 
till che want of * depriv'd me of the Plea- 
ſure of gazing on him, that I conſider'd how 
long I had been with him z and that we were 
wandred, inſenſibly, perhaps, to either of us, at 
leaſt to me I am ſure it was ſo, a great Diſtance 
from the Houſe, and into the thickeſt and moſt 


* obſcure Part of the Food. But it was in vain 


that I reminded him how convenient it was that 
I ſhou'd return; he was too preſſing, I too tran- 
ſported to be able to refuſe him ſo ſmall a Fa- 
vour as my Company a few Moments longer. 
Never was a Night more delectable, more aid- 
ing to a Lover's Wiſhes ! The arching Trees 
form'd a Canopy over our Heads, while through 
the gently ſhaking Boughs ſoft Breezes play'd in 
lulling Murmurings, and fann'd us with delicious 
Gales; a thoſand Nightingales ſung amorous Dit- 
ties, and the billing Doves coo'd out their tender 


Tranſports— every Thing was ſoothing every 


Thing inſpiring ! the very Soul of Love ſeem'd- 


to inform the Place, and reign throughout the 


whole. A little tir'd with walking, my too dear 
Companion had prevail'd on me to reſt my ſelf 
on a ſine graſſy Bank, which was at the Foot of 
a great Tree: He took the licens'd Freedom to 


place himſelf by me; and, methought, we ſat 
with all the Sweets of Nature blooming 


round 
us, like the firſt happy Pair while bleſt with In- 
nocence, they knew not Shame, nor Fear. But 
he, alas! had other Notions, and aiming only at 
my Ruin, believ'd he cou'd not chuſe a fitter 
Seaſon, and perhaps never ſhou'd have fo favou- 


rable an Opportunity as this: He now began to 
BN mingle 


( I. * 
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mingle Kiſſes and Embraces with bis Vows; m 
Hands were the firſt Victims of his fiery Prei- 
ſures, then my Lips, my Neck, my Breaſt; and 
1 that, quite loſt in Ecſtaſy, I but faint- 
y reſiſted what he did, far greater Boldneſſes en- 
ſued—— My Soul diſſolv'd, its Faculties o'er- 
wer'd and Reaſon, Pride, and Shame, and 
ear, and every Foe to ſoft Defire, charm'd to 
Forgerfulneſs, my trembling Limbs refus'd to op- 
poſe the lovely Tyrant's Will! And, if my faul- 
tering Tongue entreated him to deſiſt, or my 
weak Hands attempted to repulſe the encroach- 
ing Liberty of his; it ſerv'd but, as he ſaid, the 
more to inflame his Wiſhes, and raiſe his Paſ- 
fion to a higher Pitch of Fury. Oh! I had been 


inevitably loſt, had not Heaven ſent me a Deli» 


verance, even in the Moment I was about to be 
made the moſt wretched of its Creatures. Morib- 
iy, born for my Preſervation! Wortbiy, doom'd 
to do me all manner of good Offices, though to 
my own Deſtruction, had been to enquire for 
me, and not eg me at home, happen'd- to 
come into the Mood, not miſtruſting I was there, 
but to indulge that Melancholy my late Carriage 
had inſpir'd: Chance had led him to that Part 
where we were, and hearing my Voice, he kept 
himſelf conceal'd, and was Witneſs to all the lat - 
ter Part of our Converſation : He heard enough, 
Heaven knows, to make him ſcorn and hate me; 
yet, generous to the laſt, when I was on the ve- 
ry Brink of Ruin, he ruſh'd forth and ſay'd me. 
Riſe, Villain! (ſaid he) and prepare for a different 
Encounter you ſhall not live to wrong ano-— 
ther in the Manner you have done me; nor ſhall 
that Woman, ungrateful * ſhe is, fall a * 
flit a — 


, 
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fice to your baſe Defires. The Surprize that 
Courtal was in at thefe Words, and the Know- 
kedge who it was that ſpoke them, did not hin- 
der him from putting himſelf in a Poſture to re- 
ceive him; he had his Sword out almoſt as ſoon 
_ as the other. But what was my Confuſion 
my Diſtraction, to find my ſelf thus expos d, and 
to the Man from whom of all the World I moſt 
deſir'd my Weakneſs ſhou'd be conceal'd! I had 
certainly run between their Swords and receiv'd 
thoſe Wounds each — ＋ for the other, but 
Shame and Horror ſtruck me motionleſs ; and 
without the Power even of endeavouring to pre- 
vent it, muſt have been Witneſs to ſome fatal 
Confequence of which my ſelf was the Cauſe, 
if my Siſter, being told by ſome body that faw 
me, where I was, and wondring at my Stay, had 
not at that Inſtant come with ſome of the Ser- 
vants in ſearch of me. The entag'd Rivals, on 
the firſt A nee of the Lights ſhe brought 
with her, ſheath'd their Swords, but ſhe ſaw e- 
nough in all our Faces to inform her, that ſome- 
thing extraordinary had happen'd: But it was in 
vain for her to enquire, we a} were fpecchlefs 
with our ſeveral Agitations; till Moribly, turn- 
ing to Caurtal, We are prevented now {faid he) 
but I ſhall rake a Time more proper to reward 
your Villany: And giving him à furious Look, 
ang haſtily away wrthour ſtaying for his Anſwer, 
Conrtal was either leſs diſturb'd, or had infinitely 
more Command of his Temper than any of us 
on this Occafion, and ſeeming to take no No- 
rice of his Rival's Words, gave me his Hand in 
order to conduct me home; but I cou'd not now 
endure he ſhou'd look on me, or touch mes and 
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leaning on my Sifter with one Hand, and with 
the other holding a Handkerchief before my Face, 
to hide as much as poffible my Diſorders, made 
fom that yntucky Place. He 
did not leave us, however, till we 15 * ta 
our Door, and as we went, made Ute of all his 
Nhetorick to perſwade me to think no otherwiſe 
of what had happen'd, than as a Matter of no 
Conſequence. It was wholly jmproper 1 fhau'd 
anſwer him as I wow'd, therefore forbore anfwe- 
ring at all: Nor was it to any Purpoſe that my 
Siſter begg'd me to make her a Relation of this 
Adventure, after we came home; and only tel- 
ling her, that I was not in a talking Humour, 
bidding her trouble me no farther, 'T fhut 
my felf into my Chamber, and there gave a looſe 
to all the diſtracted Emotions of my Soul 
Oh ! what did I not endure this cruel Night, and 
what, indeed, muſt I for ever endure, in the Re- 
flection on the dreadfut Conſequence! Belinda 
eou'd not come to this Part of her Story without 


2 into Agonies, much like thoſe which had 
fo often interrupt 


the Recruse in the Courſe 
of her's ; and it was now that Lady's turn to com- 
fort, which ſhe did with ſych Succef:, that rhe 
other was ſoon able to reſume her Diſcourſe in 
this manner. F- $7 WIE: 2? : * : . C7 
The Shame and Confuſion that I was in (ſaſd 
the) at What had happen'd, was not all that tor- 


=; 


mented me; I had Fears, which were, if poth- 


knew well the Violence of Fortbifs P 


ſion for me -I faw rhe juſt Rage my Behaviour 
had pur him in, and remember'd hat be faid ty 


Courta} at parting, and cou'd not hope rhis A 
* Iz venture 
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venture wou d end without Blood: After a thou- 
ſand Inventions how to prevent the Miſchief I. 
with ſo much Reaſon dreaded, I reſolv'd, at 
laſt, to try my Power once more with Hortbh, 
and compos'd my Thoughts as well as I cou'd to 
form a Letter to him, in which I confeſs'd that 
I had been ungrateful to his Affection, and by 
my Folly and ill Conduct had now render'd my 
ſelf utterly unworthy the Continuance of it, but 
conjur'd him by the Memory of that Tenderneſs 
he once had for me, not to publiſh my Weak- 
neſs to the World, by making any Noiſe of this 
Affair. I writ alſo to Courtal, and entreated him, 
by all the Paſſion he profeſs'd for me, and by 
thoſe Aſſurances my late Condeſcentions had gi- 
ven him of mine, to avoid all Occaſions of meet- 
ing Worth, and if he ſhou'd receive any Letter 
or Meſſage, like what his laſt Words imported, 
to lay aſide his Honour, in favour of his Love, 
and the Conſideration how much my Reputa- 
tion muſt ſuffer in a Quarrel of that Nature. I 
expreſs'd theſe Requeſts to both of them in the 
moſt moving Terms I was capable of, and what 
Effect I might have wrought I know not; for 
though IT went not to Bed all Night, it was fo 
late the next Day before I had finiſh'd, that juſt 
as I was ſcaling up the laſt, I was interr oy by 
my. Siſter's knocking violently at — Rb 
Door, and calling to me to open it, in a Tone, 
and with a Diſorder, which told ſomething more 
than ordinary was the Cauſe, before I gave her 
Entrance; but when I had Oh Siſter ! (ſaid 
ſhe) Forthly is kill'd— murdered by Sir Thomas 
Courtal, and his Servants ſay it was on your Ac- 
count they fought.—— Oh God! what chilling 
108 ; | 1. I TRY Horrors 
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Horrors ſeiz'd my whole Frame when ſhe pro- 
nounc'd theſe Words? If ſhe ſpoke _ thing 

more, I was incapable of hearing it, for I fellimme- 
diately into a Swoon, in which I lay ſo long, that, 
- Arps 4 fince told me, neither ſhe nor the Maids 
that ſhe call'd to my Aſſiſtance beliey'd I ſhou'd 
ever recover: But my Miſeries were not to have 
ſo ſhort a Date, and 1 again return'd to Senſe 
to all the Racks of Thought, and curſt Remem- 
brance. As ſoon as my Agonies wou'd give me leave 
to ſpeak, and to enquire, I receiv'd the Confirma- 
tion of the diſmal Story: They told me, chat the 
Body of Horthly, cover'd with Wounds, and all 
beſinear'd. with Blood, was juſt brought by our 
Houſe in order to be carry'd home, his Seat not 
being above a Bow- ſhot diſtant from ours; and 
that a Servant who was Witneſs to his dying 
Words, and ſeem'd acquainted with the whole 
Affair, waited to ſpeak with me. As much as 1 
"dreaded to hear what the Fellow had to ſay to 
me, yet I order'd he ſhou'd come up; and when he 
did, defir'd him to give me an Account of all he 
knew concerning this unhappy Accident, which 
he My did in theſe Words. Early this 
Morning (ſaid he) my Maſter call'd me up, and 
giving me a Letter, commanded me to carry it 
to the Inn where Sir Thomas Courtal lay: I found 
him in Bed, bur he immediarely roſe, and gave 
me an Anſwer in writing : At my Return my 
Maſter was dreſs'd, and as ſoon as he had read 
what I brought, prepar'd himſelf ro go out, and 
feeing me about to follow him, as was my Du- 
ty, be forbid me, with a Peeviſhneſs which he 
was not us'd to expreſs himſelf with: This 
Charge, and the Agitations I had obſerv'd both 
e ; I 3 in 
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in his Countenance and- hat of Sir Thomas's, 
while he was reading the Letter, gave me ſome 
Suſpicion of the Truth: I acquainted one of my 
Fellows with my Conjecture, and we both thought 
it our Duty to ſeek him; but in reſolving what 
to do we had waſted fo much Time, that at our 
Entrance into a Field (not far from hence, and 
which we thoughr, if any thing of what we 
imagin'd were true, wou'd be as likely a Place 
as any for the Scene of Action) we met Sir Tho- 
ayes, who ſeem'd to be in a prodigious Hurry: 
I ask4d if he had ſcen my Maſter, and he anſwer d 
that he had not; but we did not put ſo much 
Confidence in what he ſaid, but that we went 
on in the way we perceiv'd he came from, and 
ſoon found my poor Maſter breathing out his 
laſt. When we came near him, Harry (ſaid he 
to me, with a Voice ſcarce intelligible) I am 
Kill'd-— Tell Belinda that I die for ber, and 
warn her to take Care of—— He was able to 
bring forth no more, for at that Ioſtant Death 
clos'd his Lips for ever. Here the poor Fellow 
ended his ſad Account, and was juſt going out 


- * 


of the Room half blinded, with his Tears, when | 
J call'd him back to ask what was become of 

Courtal: You may be ſure, Madam, {anſwer'd 
he) that 1 wou'd leave nothing undone for the 
Revenge of my dear Maſter's Blood, and as ſoon 
as the Body was carry'd home, took Perſons with 
= vs mo for 2 at beat n was too 
ſpeedy ſor my Diligence, and with his Ser- 
2 ＋·˙·[2* Horſe, and, I fear, is gone be- 
yond the reach of thoſe ſent in Purſuit of him, 
for we cou'd get no Imelligence which Road he 
took. Though I had all the real Concern ima- 
| > ginable 
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Sung and Grief for H#/orthly's Death, and the 
auſe of it, yet, I confeſs, I cou'd not hear that 
Coprtal was out of Danger, without a ſecrer Joy, 
which was but too guilty : 1 diſſembled it, how+ 
eyer, and diſmiſs'd the Fellow with a Belief, that 
all the Sorrow I had been in, ſprung only from 
the Loſs of his Maſter ; all our Family were of 
that Opinion, id I had the Opportunity of vai» 
ling my other Troubles under that Covert, which 
was both juſt and laudable I had, indeed, fo 
much Anxiety of Mind, with every thing toge- 
ther, that I was not able to ſtay in 4 Place where 
all Iſaw or heard wou d but more put me in Re- 


membrance of my Misfortunes; and I will not 


tell you, but the Impoſlibility of ever ſeeing Cour- 


ral there again, wes the chief Reaſon of makin 


it odious to me. I rherefpre order'd the Coac 
to be got ready, and the ſame Day went to a Re- 
lation's Houſe about eight Miles farther in the 
Country, defiring my Sitter, if any Letter ſhou'd 
come, to ſend it to me there, for I imagin'd 
Courtal wou'd- write to me as ſoon as be — 2 

himſelf out of Danger. I gave her ſo ſtrict a 
Charge to take Care of it, that join'd to ſome 


other little Remarks ſhe had made on my late # ,, 


Carriage, made her not far from gueſſing the 
Truth of my Sentiments, aod ſhe — Li- 


berty of reproaching me with Ingraticude and In- 
conſtancy: I gave my ſelf but little Concern to 


perſwade her, that I did not deſerve to be tax d 
with thoſe Vices z but redoubling my Deſires 
that ſhe wou d ſend any Letter that ſhou'd be di- 
rected to me, took my Leave. What I did ſoon 
after will convince you, that nothing, indeed, 
was able to abate that way Paſſion that _ 

f 4 
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had inſpir'd me with: For having waited at my 
Coufin's Houſe about nine or ten Days, and hear- 
ing nothing from home, I grew ſo uncaſy, that 
I reſolv'd to be gone from thence. I remember'd 
to have heard Courtal ſay, he had Buſineſs in Lan- 
don, which wou'd oblige him to defer the Pro- 
greſs he intended to make through the Counties 
till next Year, and fancy'd he might be gone di- 
rectly thither. I did not doubt, but if he were, 
I ſhou'd be able to find him out z and when once 
this Belief had ſettled itſelf in me, I delgy'd not 
a Moment, but borrowing Horſes and « Servant 
of my Couſin, went ſtrait to Yarwitk, and from 
thence rook the Stage for London. It was that 
Kinſwoman who directed me to this Houſe, ha- 
ving formerly been a Boarder here herſelf; and 
aſſuring me, that if any Packet came from our 
Houſe ſhe wou'd end it immediately after me, 
made me pretty well fatisfy'd in my Mind, that 
no Miſtake wou'd prevent the Blading of, hear 
ing from him, and knowing where to find him, 
in caſe I ſhou'd miſs him in London. 
The Fatigue of my Journey did not hinder me 
from ſending, as ſobn as I'came hereʒ dll · ꝓpublick 
Places to enquire for him, but no ſuch Perſon 
was to be found; ànd what amaz'd me moſt was, 
that a Man of that Faſhion, and ſo noted as I ima- 
gin' d him to be, ſhou'd be utterly unknown to eve- 
ry Body: I did not in the leaſt doubt, but that if T 
ad not the good Fortune of meeting with him 
here, I ſhou'd be able to get a perfect Account 
of his Character and Circumſtances; bur, alas! 
the Name of Courtal was as little known as the 
Arabian DialeR, and I might have ſpent my whole 
Life in a fruitleſs Inquiſition, had J not-believ'd 
** my 
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my want of Intelligence was in great Meaſure 
owing to the Careleſneſs of thoſe 1 employ'd, 
and reſolv'd to be my own Spy in an Affair of fo 
much Conſequence to my Peace: I had no ſooner 
derermin'd on this, than an Opportunity offer'd 
as lucky as I con'd have wiſh'd. One of the 
Boarders here happen'd to have a young Lady 
a Relation of her's come to viſit her; there being 

a very good Tragedy acted that Night, they a- 
. greed to go to ſee it, and having talk'd of it be- 
fore me, ask'd if I wou'd accompany them thi- 
ther: Though I had very little Reliſh for that 
orany other Diverſion, as my Affairs were, yer [ 
was extreamly pleas'd with the Propoſal, belie- 
= ving no Place more probable to give me a Sight 
of him, whoſe Preſence was all my Wiſhes aim'd 
at. Neither of them were dreſs'd for the Boxes, 
and I had an inexpreſſible Satisfaction in my Mind, 
to think that if I ſhou'd be ſo fortunate to meer 
Courtal there, I ſhou'd have the Opportunity to 
obſerve his Manner of Behaviour, unſeen by him: 
In ſhort, we all went in a Diſbabillee to the Gal- 
lery, and choſe to ſit in the very Corner of it, 
-where without being much taken Notice of our 
ſelves, we might ſee with Eaſe all the Perſons 
that came into the Houſe. The Ladies that came 
with me, knowing me to be a Stranger, were 
ſo complaiſant, as to give me an Account what 
and who moſt of the Company of any Note 
were, as they came into their Places; but I had 
little Ears for their Diſcourſe, my Soul was all 
collected in my Eyes, and buſily employ'd in ſearch 
of him, whom the hope of ſeeing only had en- 
| gag'd my being there: Long I had look'd in 
| <A till the Houſe being pretty full, and I be- 
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to deſpair of being ſo happy, at laſt a, 
him enter: His Charms were too 
and my Thoughts too full of them, not to — 
me know bim the Moment he ſet his Foot i — 
8 
that Night! how u er — 
— 1 in & Country, where a Bon Mejn is a 
Prodigy, one might t ink ſhown to Advantage, 
were no leſs diſtinguiſhable among a Crowd. of 
Beaux Surrounded by thoſe, who by their very 
Air one might perceive made it their Study to 
attract, he ſhone with a urge Brightneſs, 423 
with an unaffected manly Majeſty aſſerted the 
— y of bis Charms, and ſeem'd to ſcorn each 
ing Emulator. As I was contempl on 
his — Beauties, I heard one of my Com- 
panions 72 the other, Couſin! do you ſee who 
hare Yes, (reply'd ſhe that * ſpoke to) 
I End that Villain, & to bis other Vices, has t hat 
of being aſham'd of nothing. How unconcern'd 
he looks (reſum'd the former) and yet, I be- 
lieve, this is the firſt Time of his appear 
bis late baſe Action. They had a good deal more 
of this kind of Dikours — themſelves, 
which I but little regarded, not knowing of 
whom they were talking, nor the leaſt imagining 
that any thing of what they ſaid was any Con- 
cern of mine, till ſome Ladies coming into the Box 
over againſt us, I ſaw Caurtal quit ug 4 own, and 
ſtepping haſtily into that in which they were, 
ſcem'd to entertain them with a world of Gaiety, 
and with a Familiarity which me a T 
af whar (by the little felt) I believe to be the 
moſt dreadful of all Paſſions, ele One of 
ber, though I 0 her for the Freedom I yr 
ſhe 
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ſhe us'd him with, I cou'd not forbear thinking 
erfectly agreeable 4 but ſhe that ſat by her, tho 

t the thouſandth Part ſo engaging, appear d 
to have the greateſt Share of Courta/'s Admirg> 
tion: I percciv'd he look'd on her with a be- 
ſecching Air, anda Tenderneſs in bis Deportment, 
which made me almoſt mad ; while the other 
oſten pull'd him by the Sleeve, patted his Hand, 
whilper'd to him, and ſeem'd: by a world of. lit- 
tle Fondneſſes to endeavour to oblige him to a 
more peculiar Regard. Judge what my Condir 
tion was at a Sight ſo unexpected, fo fatal to my 
Hopes ! I felt in one Moment all that Deſpair, 
and Rage, and Jealouſy cou'd inflict, and 'twas 
as much as I cou'd do to reſtrain my: ſelf from 

iving ſome Proof of it, which wou'd have made 
— ridiculous to the whole Aſſembly. Not be- 
ing able to obſerve their Motions any longer with 
Patience, I turn'd to her that ſat next me, and 
ask d if the knew who thoſe Ladies were. One 
of them (anſwer'd ſhe) is the fe, the other 
the Aifre/s of that Gentleman that. juſt now 
plac'd bimſelf behind them The i (in- 
derrupted I, in a much greater Surprize than can 
be ealily comprehended ) the Wife / did you ſay, 
Madam? Yes, (reſum'd ſhe) that Lady in the 

Green and Silver Brocade is his #ife, but cho 
ſhe is accounted one of the moſt celebrated Beau» 
ties in Town, and is certainly a Woman ol a ve- 
ry excellent Temper, had a vaſt Fortune, and 
has nor been married much above a Year, yer 
the pony but a ſmall Share in ber unworthy 
Husband's Affection: I dare ſwear, ſhe has this 
Moment a Weight of Diſcontent upon her Heart, 
though her Prudence enables her , 
| | 1 
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Marks of it in her Countenance and Behaviour: 
That Creature by her in the flower'd Damask, 
Who has neither Beauty, good Shape, or any 
Thing to recommend her bur à little flaſhy Wir, 
and a vaſt deal of Aſſurance, ſhe is oblig'd for 
her Domeſtick Peace to be civil to, though eve- 
ry Body knows her to be the moſt cruel Enem) 
e has, and that her Husband paſſes moſt of his 
Hours and great Part of his Subſtance with her. 
All the Time ſhe was ſpeaking, though I liſten'd 
artentively to what ſhe utter d, I had my =- 
fix'd on Courtal; I lov'd with too much Paſ- 
ſion, not to be aſſur'd it was he I ſaw before me 
I knew 7 cou'd not be miſtaken, but  imagin'd 
ber to be infinitely ſo: What ſhe told me 
was ſo inconſiſtent with the Idea I had form'd 
of his Humour, or the Character I had heard of 
his Circumſtances, that I cou'd not believe one 
Tittle of what ſhe ſaid. Madam, you are pro- 
digiouſly deceiv'd (cry'd I, in a fied of Diſdain) 
in the Perſons you are talking of ; that Gentle- 
man was my particular Acquaintance inthe Coun- 
try, and 1 am confident has no Wife, or if 
he had, is not of a Principle fo vile to uſe her in 
the manner you deſcribe. I know not (faid the 
other Lady) what he may have done to entitle 
him to your good Opinion, but am very certain, 
there are too many here who know him to be a 
far worſe Monſter than my Couſin has repreſented 
him. I ſhou'd be very much aſham'd (rejoin'd I 
more warmly than before) to take the Part of a 
Man, who really cou'd deſerve thoſe Severities 
ſome Reports may have exacted from you: But 
muſt ask your Pardon, if I tell you, that I cannot 
receed from what I have ſaid, becauſe I am con- 
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fident, if Sir Thomas Couttal were ſenſible of the 
Accuſations he lies under, he wou'd find it no 
difficult Matter to clear himſelf. Sir Thomas 
Courtal (cry d they both out) for Heavens ſake 
who are you talking of? The Man (anſwer'd I, 
more amaz'd at that Queſtion than at what they 
had told me of him) whoſe Character you have 
been fo free with Bleſs me! (ſaid one of 
them) I know him not; nor I (cry'd the other:) 
I Hopght we had all this while been ſpeaking of 

Here Belinda made a full Stop, as conſidering. 
whether ſhe ſhou'd name him; and after about a 
Moment's Reflection You will pardon me (ſaid 
ſhe to the RecLuse) if I conceal the real Name of 
this ungrateful Man; for, I confeſs, in ſpite of 
the Deceit he has us'd me with, and the Crimes 
he has been guilty. of, I have ſtill a Tenderneſs 
for him which makes me unwilling. to expoſe 
him. And the RecLvse, aſſuring her ſhe wou'd, 
be far from deſiring to know any more than ſhe 
ſhou'd think fit to reveal, gave her leave to pro- 
ceed in her Diſcourſe in this manner. 

If before (continu'd ſhe) I thought theſe La- 
dies were miſtaken, I was now confirm'd they 
were ſo, when they nam'd a Perſon altogether 
a Stranger to me. Bo (ſaid I) you muſt at 
laſt acknowledge your Error, that Gentleman to 
whom you give the Title of Lord is no more that 
a Baronet, his Name Sir Thomas Courtal, and 
am ſure, if he were ſenſible of it, wou'd be very 
ſorry. to have any Reſemblance of a Man ſo bale... 
Good God! (ſaid one of them) you will not go 
about to perſwade us, that he in the White 
ape with Gold 14.907 other, rhan (op FURm, 
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we have nam'd. I am very certain it is wee oo] 
ſwer'd I.) As we were in this Diſpute, a Wo- 
man came'to us to know if we wanted any Pruit, 
Since (faid the Lady) we are not able to convince 
you, let this Woman be the Judge; theſe fort 
of People are acquainted with every Body, and 
ſhe can have no Inrerefl in diſguiſing the Truth. 
When ſhe had fpoke theſe Words the beckon'd 
the Woman, and making a Pretence of buying 
ſome Fruit, defir'd her to tell us who that Gen 

tleman was; ſhe immediately confirm'd what my 
Companions had faid, and run on in a good deal 
of impertinent Chat about him: You fee (re- 
ſum'd the Lady that boards here) how much 
your Eyes, or the great Likencfs there may be 
zerween two Perſons, has deceiy'd you ; but we 

have ſufficient Reaſons to know what he is, which 
when we come home I will acquaint you with. 
At that Inſtant the Curtain drew up, and the At- 
rention I found they were willing to give to the 
Play, prevented any farther Diſcourſe : But how 
I pass d the Time of the Performance cannox be 
conceiv'd, without being poſſeſt with Agitations 
fuch as mine. I had no Room to hope there was 
a Probability of ſo many Perſons beivg miſtaken, 
and his Bellaviour to the Ladies that far in the 
Box with him, confirm'd the Character I heard 
of him to be roo true; bur mh $cph- re- 

k 
ty 


ctiv'd a Demonſtration which too m- me all 
Poſſibility of doubting the Reality of my Misfor- 
tunes. When the Play was done, having no Ser- 
vant there to provide us a Coach, we were ob- 
lig d to wait at the Door for one to come to us, 
which' ir cou'd not do immediately, being: kin 

for its 


Owner's 


dad been with into the Chariot, and ſtepping ha- 


this we 
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d. 4 = 


The Bxirisn RecLuss, 127 


Owner's approach. I obſery'd there were two or © 


three Footmen belonging to it, and one of them 
tho! tow in « different and much rither Dreſs, 1 
perfectly remember'd to be the Man that officia- 
ted in the Place of Hort 


Conrtal, and ſince had been the Bearer of theſe 
Billers I receiv'd from him; I pull'd my Hood as 
forward as I cou'd to prevent his ſeeing my Fae, 
and changing my Voice, ask'd him to whom that 
Chariot belong'd z and he had no ſooner told me 


(as 1 fear'd he wou'd) the Name which had gi- 


ven me ſuch Confuſion, than I perceiv'd him 
coming, the Lord, or Courtal, or both, for both 
indeed were one: He conducted the Ladies he 


ſtily into a Chair which ſtood there, depriv d me 


of the Opportunity of ſpeaking and upbraidin 
Bim, as elſe I ſhon'd have done in the E tratted 55 


Condition I then was, without any regard how 
improper it was I ſhou'd do ſo in ſuch a Place, 
and before rhe Com I had with me: Aſter 
got into a Coach, and the Lady who 
came to viſit her that lodges here, fat us dow, 
being in her home. One won'd imagine, 
that to find my ſelf thus cruelly deceiv „ had 
been ſufficient to have made me forego all rhe 
Tenderneſs which had led me into ſuch Misfor- 
tunes; and if I cou'd not think of him with Ha- 
ted, to endeavour not to think of him at all: 
But in ſpite of the juſt Rage I was in, the Impa- 


tience, the jealous Curiofity of a Lover-ſtifl te- 
main'd, I retnember'd that one of the Ladies 
told me, they had particular Reaſons to know 
who the Perſon was whom affirm'd to he Sir 


bly's Coachman, 
that fatal Day in which I firſt beheld the peru 
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Thomas Courtal, and had hardly Patience to ſtay 
till Supper was over for the Performance of the 
Promiſe ſne made me to acquaint me with them. 
I was beginning to ſtretch my Invention to form 
a Story to make her believe, that it was wholly 
on the account of a Friend, and not of any far- 
ther Conſequence to me, which had made me 
ſo en leſt by giving her occaſion to ſuſpect 
the Truth, I ſhou'd expoſe my ſelf to the Ridi- 
cule of the whole Family: but I might bave 
ſpar'd my ſelf that Trouble. The Averſion ſhe 
had to him, kept her from regarding any thing 
bur the Pleaſure it gave her to have an Opportu- 
nity of telling a Story ſo much to his Diſadvan- 
tage; and I had little occaſion for Entreaty to 
engage her to fatiche my Curioſity, and m 
me Ealible that the Man I had conſider'd as fo 
worthy Adoration, that all I cou'd do for him 
was rather a Merit than a Fault, was indeed 
the moſt vile, and moſt perfidious of his Sex. 
She-illuſtrated the Hiſtory ſhe gave me with 
many Circumſtances, which aggravated the foul- 
neſs of the Fact; but ſo much time has been 
taken up in the recounting of my own Affairs, 
that I will not detain your Attention in relating 
the Particulars of this, and ſhall only, by giving 
you the Heads of what ſhe told me, let you ſee 


" that I am not the only Woman whom his Arti- 


fices have render'd miſerable. The Siſter of that 
Lady who came to viſit her that lodges here, 
tho' for a very different Reaſon, is as unhappy as 
my ſelf, and ſuffers as much in the not loving 
him, as I do for loving him too well. She is, 
it ſeems, one of the moſt agreeable Women in 
Town, her Accompliſhments arg, ſuch as cannot 


fail 
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failof attricking a great number of Admirers z 
but among the reft,” there was à young Mari of 
Quality, Fo feſt the bigheſt Eſteem for her; 


and the? thought her ſelf no el happy in his Ad- 
dreſſes, "a he did in her Aeceptunct of them. 
They long had tov'd each other with a moſt vio- 
lent, tho pure Affection, but eitheꝶ tro 
Diſparity '6f Birth; or ſome other Reaſon} both 
thouphe, comvenient to Reer. their Amduf & Se. 
eret. That 'Villaiti (for I ſhall hencefortf call 
him by no other Name) being an intimate 
Friend of the Lovers, was the only truſted Per- 
ſon. He convey'd- Letters between them, and 
— * his means they had frequent Opportu- 
of meeting. He continu'd faithful for ſome 
due but Miranda was it ſeems too " charming, not 
to be capable of making an Impreſſion on ang 
Heart, much mote on one/ſo/amiorous as'his and 
he is too Baſe not to make uſe of any means; 
which might give bim the gratificatien of his 
Wiſhes, and to artful to be ata" Lofs to find 
them: As by his Contrivance they had often 
met, ſo by his Contrivance* they were at laſt en. 
tirely: parted; both having a Confidence in His 
Sincerity yielded an'implicire Faith to What he 
ſaid, and he ſoon form'd a Straragem to make 
each-n pear to: the other more worthy of Hate, 
chan Love; till, if they cou'd nor! entertain à 
real Averſion, they feign'd ar leaſt todo (6/7 und 
keeping their Reſentmenrs ſtill warm, by new In. 
center, prevented either from endeavouring an 
Eclairciſſment. The Lover, tho he ĩmagim d he 
had beſtowid his Heart on Perſon altogether 
unworthy of the Preſent; was too truly ouch d 
with the Paſſion de had profeſs*d, to be 3 

| with- 
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withdraxx i ity, ang finding it impoſſible: to ronti 
dne in the ſame Climate with her, without con- 
er ing to adore ber: and having top greet 3 

pirit to avow it, after what he ſuppos'd he knew 
of ber logratitude, reſolv'g 10 put it ent of bis 
Power te de anything below the dignity of that 
W which all People eught te make uſe of in 

n Affair of that kind, When they find them : 

ſetyes ill rreated, Wink a juſtifiable Cauſe, by 
the Perſon who onee has flatter'd them with 3 
_ ſhow of Tenderneſs. In ſhort, to he Amege - 
ment of | tbe Whole Town, and the graat Grief 
pf all his Friends and Aequaiptance,. (hut ha 
whoſe Arts had ogegſion d him to do it) he went 
to travel; and the Lady, tho' her very goul went 


with him, . bar ſelf. injury by his In- 
atitude, and the In 


7 ſinuatiom of his fairhleſs 
iend, rages te make any: 1700 of enen 

Ppfraventk him. 

Phe beſev'd Rival ones rn d, this getg⸗ 
mon Deeeiyer of them both-—nap, of the wh (hole 
World, thought chere was no Ohftagle remainy 
ing to his Wiſhes, and doubred nat the influe 
tneo of his too ofen ſucpeſeful Charms, In a Poor 
Faw. Days he declar'd: himſelf her ws 
made no {cruple to let ber know, he hep'd ſhe 
wov'd: reward bis Paſſion. But, his ante, he 
found his Deſigns fruſſrated; howeyer the had | 
diſguis d it, the ſtill recain'd too great a Ten. 
derne(s. far her abſent Lover, to entertain the 
leaſt Thought of 1 any other in his Place z 
and beſides, was a Woman of too much Honour 
and Diſcretion, not to look on all Attempts 
made upon her Virtue with, the utmoſt Con- 
zempt; and that — vas ys there wns no mew 


n 
» * 


8 1 88. 


all his Offers and forbad him ever to viſit Her 


diſguis c his Hand, or 


to doubt, ge ko knew him to be mürtied - 
'The Lad, 1 ave irie this Account; told in 
that not * be more enrag d than ſnhe ws 
at the Bech aden he made her; Eten rejected 


mord: But, as it is the Nature of that in — 

ful Sex ſtill to purſue what flies them; | 

doubled bis Efforts : deny'd che Liberty of Fenk 
be writ te her id the moſt moving and 


feeming ſincere Strain that ever Heart * 


but after the receipt of the firſt Letter; rhe 
known Character on the Superſcription pres 
vented her from reading what the next _— 
and {he inmctintely ſem it back unopen'd,: V 
ſtill, undaunted he went on, atid to makk hot 


ſenſible how ea pr he was to make even Got 


by the Effects of his toe 
dreſs 10 fouleſt Viee in alt the 
auries of che faireſt Virtue, he ſeqr long Rpk 
{les to argue down her Hotour, and to perſuade 
her that td «Paſſion fo ſublime ay hit, td be cr¹ 
only was 4 Grime. But whether lit was'owinp re 
oo gol Senſe, or the Ptepoſſeſſion of wonder 
ea; which made her inſenſible of bir (T maſt 
) ) untared'd Perfe@ions;/I-know' not; but 46 
22 nent 4 Logician as be i, all His eee 
here prov'd: 'Vain. And tho? ſhe cou'd not abe 
receiving ſome of his Letters, becauſe he cicher 
got ſome other Perſshtd 
direct chem, yet they 120 no ot her Effect o hel, 
than what Was very different from his Ex 
tions; ay Hared hita fill more, ſnum d Hit abc 
— on _— by chance, ſhe ſaw him at any 
be lace; (us he took all Opy tunit ies of b 
CH wa). 5 ve 2 


traditions 
wer ful Was Ges 
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cover'd- the ſecret Diſdainings of hen Soul; and 
oo where-c'er ſhe-turn'd he follow'd her with 
yes trembling. with. Tenderneſs and all the 
Languiſhments of; deſpairing Love (Looks, Hea- 
ven knows, he is too well us'd to wear) a ſtern 
verity only ſhone in hers! And if, to avoid be- 
ing taken Notice of, ſne was oblig' dito anſwer the 
Civilities he paid her, 8 corn lighten'd in her Glan- 
ces! -when-c'er ſhe ſpoke, proud Indignation tri- 
umph'd in her Accents! and haughty Deteſta 
tion ſparkled in her Air! Such a Deportment, 
had his Paſſiom been of that kind which is wor: 
thy of the Name of Love, muſt. have. reduc'd 
him to a Condition juſtly. meriting Gompaſlions 
but Love is a Flame too bright, too pure, to 
blaze in a Heart ſo full of Fraud and viſe Hypo- 
criſy. As Affairs were in this Poſture between 
them, there came an Account that the Ship in 
which the poor, unfortunate, deluded Lover em- 
bark d was caſt away, and all on Board it loſt, 
and at the very ſame time, his. equally deceiv'd 
Miſtreſs receiv da Letter, which he had writ;to 
her ſrom a Sea: port Town, where they happen d 
to put in. That unhappy Gentlenaa, tho be 
had been made to believe her inſinitely undeſervr 
ing of ar, till retain d the ſame Tenderneſe he 
Had eyer profeſt, and chad. not 8 
bear letting her know it, 'tho' he had the Power 
to leave her: In this Teſtimony, af his; continu'd 
Faith, there was ſome little Mixture of upbraid- 
1 which made her no Strauger to the Cauſe 
fe his Departure, and that bit was not bis 


* 


ant of Love, and, Truth, but the ſeem 
Reaſons he had to doubt of ebe chap 
epry'd-:.her..of; her Lover. Hadi been 
tpaſkeble to have recal}'d;{him, with what a 
Tranſport 
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Tranſport fan de have Fold foe fo UN 
3 — but, alas! h 

rably loſt. she found his Fai 71 Conſt: 
5 i Tenderneſs but found kt t MOR 


aft the Fade, of reteiving "any Beilefit 0 
is Virtues; if one ft 55 cv 3 — N 
hi Views I know not if 1 re Fuck eſs 9 0 


to have delle q bim AW 
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imagine'ſhe mult be Wo ofred. with an d 
mon Fury; but while ſhe" was venting the e. 
guiſh of her Soul in Curſes on the hated Aithor 
of her Miſeries, he Was contriving mei fo it 
gratifie his Deſires on her; and finding it in vain 
to proſecute his lawleſs Suit, by thoſe Ways he he Al 
had began ix in, he had the. , unbounded” Fri 
dence to reſolve on others, yer more itn of 
and ſeek by Forte, to obtain What, he was now 
convine'd, Entreaties wou d for- ever fail to 555 
him. Opportpnity was all Re wanted rs pe 
uw his Deſign, 100 none for a long dc 6 
ing, he ' grew deſperate engugh to Jon wit 
Conſiderations" and 0 f ſhe ee? ihe; 1 


went to Evening Prayers, Wai 
Church Door ad a Hackney 7-Coach, * 

about ro ſeize and drag her Bosco into Eby he 
Action was ſo ſudden, that tho' there 3 

People coming out at the ſame time, the Sur- 

prize-it gave em, -wou'd have prevented her fe- 
ceiving any Aſſiſtanee, if two Gentlemen that were 
| paſſing by had not * preſence enough of _ 


3 
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o dran! eir Swor Defence, juſt as he 


5 9252 ten th on 
ra 2 a5 ad he Salden at had f 

> While Miranda, tho' half dead wi 
„Vas ſafely conducted howab by her her Des 
ſo much 
cha = 


=. Such an 3 on a 
ſti pt eby 5 


een ame 


Des fo te it : * bf 
newer Day he fent a yo aded- 

z, which 0 75 anſwer'd, as he 8 
Tg = an N 7 Field, behind Mous- . 
- 


ou 2 Þ famous for Duels; but, in ſpite of 
uſtnels of 17 Canſe, the Brother. had 
it; an d the other, leaving him 
as he thought Dead, made his E apo 3 
durſt appear in Town, till he heard, con- 
ial Fi every body s Expectation, that his Anta · 
niſt was out of Danger; and that Night which 
1 him to me at the Play · houſe, was the firſt 
af bee e the time be ppg, 125 
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5, — 7 an exceſſiye Paleneſt in the: 
of t 
tin to ask if were illi ſew her fall fhitdti 
on the Couch: — there was no occaſion to 
— . 0 mer AM her Spiritd were 
EE — 
F on wiel 
Eyes ſtreuming with Tears) how 
Fortune brought. hor two Wretelit 
only for che Sogiery of cach other! We — 
too nearly ally'd in our Misfortunes, ind to one 
fatal Source owe both dur Woes! I might from 


the very beginng of have inapin'4-i0 
—aight hore knowa har uo ee ious LH 


prodigious 
ded kP petfidious; but ſtill 3 

1 — = 
ſame, and both ado found only in the F — 
the tes lovely, faithleſs, Belang. The Surpnie 
that Belinda was in ab theſe Words; took: from her 
ſqme dime the Poyyer of anſweriag nor cou'd 
for n long while Hing out any more than 
Good God! is it poſſible?-— Tho! ho d to all the 
l lr reſum' d the RzoLuse, and wholly re- 


Ten ef the Inv: Inconſtant BeYamy, in 


bas 
fle 


time of his abſconding that he went td Warwickz 
r a 
to ptevent i apprehende i Acceant 
— he had — ſhou'd be 3 downl 
Ves, faid- Beli 
het Amazement) that was eertiinly thb Motive 
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id. had wÞ — this ln Hire 


Were nd where 


(now a little] rech er d from. 


N 


4 mens 90/1 Yr Have: 


every thing that az this a _ 
reaeh'd my Ear. And I ſuppoſe a was in the N 
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and to diſguiſe his true Quality. For by the Ax- 
count which the Lady gave me, I found it Wa 
not many Days after the — that w& had 
the ill Fortune to be . bim on che 
Road. 2550 09 2147 97441 d 1h po? d: no 
- Theſe far — * in Atliätien paſt ſome: 
time in bewailing their ſeveral Misfortunes, ſome- 
times exclaiming : againſt the Vices, — 
praiſing the Beauties, of their common Betrayer; 
till the Rx c usR, being deſirous to know if — 
was any thing more to be heard of her Lyſander, 
— Belinda to finiſh the remaining part of 
her 33 Alas, Madam! reply'd that 795 ected 
I have adching farthe <A relate, — I: 
_ Lam weak enough to' retain ſtill in my 
Soul a ſecret Tenderneſs for this unworthy 
Man; and that not the Knowledge of his un- 
led Perfidy and Inhumanity to you, his 
dale Beg n on Maude, nor the Miſeries he has 
brought on my ſelf, can bring me to conſider him 
28 I ought. Tho' 1 reſolre never to ſee bim 
more, I neither can forget, nor remember hi 
as a Woman rn'd by Reaſon wou'd do. Heb 
he then not ſeen you ſince you came to Town? 
| —— 2 theRecLuss ſome what haſtily.) No, 
$2.3 nour (anſwer'd the other) he — not 
* 2 of — being here, nor I dare ſwear thinks m 
Preſence worth:a Wiſh; but were I fare he did, 
nay were I convinc'd, that, tho' falſe to all my 
Sex beſide, to me he wou'd be true; nay did his 
Liſe depend on my anygg<him one Interview, 
1 Proteſt, by all t never wou'd 
conſent. No; Madam, mind'd ſhe with. the 
moſt reſolute Air) Lowe much more than ſuch 4 
ſelſ⸗ lcalahcs the ra” d of poor W 
l to 


Fier Barfisn Reus 
to the Friendſhip .I have already conceidꝰ di fut: 


you, and to the Juſtice of Revenging, as far ad 


is in my Power, the little Regard be has hithers 
to paid our Sex. The REC Lus x ſeem'd per- 
fealy pleas d with: this A ſſurance, and omitted 
not hing to ſtrengthen her in this Reſolution. 
There grew ſo entire a. Friendſhip between 
theſe Ladies, that they were ſcarce a Moment 
aſunder. Beliuda quitted her Qbambet, being 
deſir'd by the RxcLus to take part of her Bed. 
Their common Misfortunes was a Theme not 
to be exhauſted, and they ſtill found ſomething 
for which to condole each other. In this Me- 
lancholy Entertainment did they paſs ſome Days, 
till Belinda receidd Letters ſtom Country, 
which brought Acdount that Voribiys 
Wounds having been ſearch'd by an able Sur- 
geon, were found nor Mortal; that his greateſt 
Danger had been loſs of Blood; that he was now 

rfectly recover'd, and with new Life, had enter- 
rain'd new Wiſbes. Belinda's Siſter had expreſt 
ſo tender g Concern for his Misfortunes, and fo 
high an Eſteem for his Virtues, that he found it 
no Difficulty to tranſmit to her all the Affection 
he had bore ber Siſter. Tbe Wedding-day 


was appointed, and ſodn after Belinds receir d an 


Account, that it 


„ 


ir. Tho' Be- 


$ 


laſting r the married P. 


linda was far Hom envying her Siſter that good 
Fortune, which ſhe was incable of poſſeſſing her 
ſelf, yet the Cauſe whichrender'd her ſo, made her 
unwilling to behold it; and, in a ſhort time, 
both their Reſolutions of abandoning the World 
continuing, the RECLvusE and ſhe took a _ 


| as ſolemniz'd,.. to the general 
Satisfaction of. l Friends 61 Both fides, and the 
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Tbe Baif isn Rnefivst®, | 


ſeventy Miter diſtant; from Londem, where 


they ſtill live ina perſec Trahquilit nappa 


the teal Friendſhip of each othet, 
certain Pinaſares, and free from all t — 


/quiets which attend the Gnieties of the Town. 
And- where a ſblitdry Life is chu effeſt of Oboire, 
ic certainly yielis ore ſolid Comfort, than all 
the publick Diverſions which thoſe who are the 
grearsſt Putſuers of rhein can find. fas 
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